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Tlle resultative perfect Wllich appeared during the 5 and 4 century 
 C. in tlle classical Greek literature began to take a meaning dif-

ferent from the aorist tense1 • The classical authors consequently use this 
tense in keeping   nuance, which is different from tlle ao-
rist2• 

 the Hellenistic literature tlle   the resultative perfect was 
more common, because, as narrative tempus, it entered in the space 

 the aorist tense3• 

 the contrary during tlle atticistic literature the use  the resul-
tative perfect was mucJl smaller.  its place they used the aorist; the 

  this period imitated the "rorks  the classical literature4• 

 all the works  tJle Hellenistic period, we see the resultative per-
fect used as a narrative tense. Tllis resulted in a great deal  confusion 
in tlle use  the aorist. 

1. J. Wackernagel, Vorlesungen iiber Syntax. Basel 1 Auf!. 1926. 2. 1928. 
 166-171. Dual  der Kaiserzeit.  Kleine Schriften. Gotting'en 1953. Bd. 5  

887. Antonios Papanikolaou, Zur Sprache Cllaritons. Diss.  1963.  51. 
2. cf.  Cllantraine, Histoire du parfait grec. Paris 1927  175, G.  Hat-

zidakis, '}iXocal)ttetxd:   6.   rS'ILJt'Ij   

'1925.  332. 
3. J.  Moulton  Grammar   Testament Greck. 3 ed. Edinburgll 

1908  141) \vrites: (,While the perfect \vas increasingly used, as the language gre,y 
older, as a substitute for what \vould formerly have been a narrative aorist.  cur-
sory reading of the papyri soon SllO,VS us how much more the vernacular tends to 
use this tense; and the inference rnight be drown  distinction of aorist and pel" 
fect was already obsolete,). - cf.  Chantraine, Hist. d. parf.  233, 239. Polybios 
for example: He used both tenses without defining their true meanings. See Fr. 
Hultsch, Die erziilllenden Zeitformen bei Polybios.  Beitrag zur Syntax del' 
gemeingriechischen Spraclle. Leipzig 1891  13-16, - 458-60.  Chantraine, Hist. 
d. parf. gr.  251. D.C. Hesseling, Het perfect  het post-l>:lassike grieks; over· 
blijfsels  de taal van heden. Alllsterdam 1928.-St.  Psaltes, Grammatik der by-
zantiniscllen Chroniken.  1913,  229. 

4. cf. Zur Sprache Charitons,  51-53. 
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This misuse is also found  the non-literate Hellenistic ,vorks, bnt 
not as oftenI. 

This evolntion  the resnltative lJerfect  its identification, as a 
narrative  ,vith the aorist, bronght about its gradtl1:il disappea-
rance from the postclassical literatnre nntil it resulted to its complete 
omission from the modern Greek langnage2• 

G.  Hatzidakis  his work  Einleitnng  die nengriechische 
Grammatik. Leipzig 1892  204  wrote:  der  hat ancll 
die Ansgleichnng des Perfekts mit dem Aorist stattgefnnden, wodurcll 
das erstere verloren gegangen ist»3. 

The narrative perfect ,vas formed   with the resultative 
perfect. Therefore  my present article  will examine the forms  the 
perfect which have an object  accusative). . 

 must note that it is not possible to decide  each example,  ,ve 
have before us a narrative perfect formed   ,vith the resul-
tative perfect  the meaning  aorist. (Compare Hultsch,  13  

 Polybios). 
 th€ r€s€arch  the use  narrative perfect  th€ New Testa-

1. Cf.  Maser (Grammatik der griechischen Papyri aus der Ptolem1ier-
zeit.  1906/1938) ,vrote  11  139,2:  der hellenistischen Zeit 
dring't das Perfekt immer  die Sph1ire des Aoristes ein und dient als erz1illlendes 
Tempns>}. 

See also 11  176,37. R. Helbing, Grammatik derSeptnag'inta. Lant-nnd 'Vort-
lehre. Gottingen 1907.  67. 

Styl. Kapsomenakis, VoruntersuclIungen  einer Grammatik der Papyri 
der  Zeit.  1938,  126. 

L. Radermacher,  Grammatil,. Das Griechisch des  im 
Zusammenhang' mit der Volkssprache. 2 Aufl.  1925,  150. - G.  Winer, 
Grammatik des  Spracllidioms, Leipzig' 1855  24c2 f. 

2. The  form of the active perfect whicll is  use  the modern Greek 

use the aorist  the periphrase with the auxiliary verb    instead 
of  etc.).  the contrary the passive participle of perfect is used often 
today  instead of  etc.). 

See also: S. Antoniadis, L' Evangile de Luc. Esquisse de Grammaire et de 

nlatik dgs  Griechich 10  Gotting@n 1959 § 340 

l' epoque hellenistique conduit a deux conclusions precises .. 
 me parfait tend en general a disparaitre et a se confondre avec l' aorist,}.

•  

tament Greek. Third ed.  1955  4c1-4c4c. 
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  is Sl10\Vn that the Evangelists Matthew and Mark  nar-
rative perfeot more seldom that the two Ot,hers. 

 Matthew's Gospel  have found the folJo""ring examples: 
9,22      (cf.  Chantraine, Hist. d. parf.  235.) 

13,46        

24,25    
25,24       

26,75     ... 
 see that tlle expression      is repcated in the Bi-

hle and it 8eems to be popular. 
Besides that example  \vi1l note that the coordination  aorist and 

perfect  remarlcahle  tlle place 13,46. Tllere is  telllporal diffe-
rence betwecn the verhR:  and  The signification  

the perfect  is identified with 1,J)e aorist   
 Mark's Gospe1  found: 

5,19         
       

7,37    

10,52       

13,23 '1306,    
Mark a1so refers twice the expression:      

The coordination  both tenses is in th€ passag'e 5, 19. 
 hoth Testaments, the hest samp1€s representing tho Comlllon 

(Koine) language, i8 showed the restriction  the   (narrative) 
perfect, which 1ater disapp€ared completelJT • 

The Evangelist  Wll0 is distinguished somewhat in his lite-
rate writing, refers  freqlJent1y the narraLive erfect 
authors ment' as; such exalllp1os: 

1, 3 ...     

1,22         

1,25       ... 

1. See siIIlilar examples in my dissertation: Zur Spraclle Charitons.  53. -
AIso: Blass-Debrunner, Grammatil( des  Griecllisch. 10. Aufl. 
Gottingen 1959 §  - L. Radormacller,  Gramm.  '149-151 - J.  
Moulton,  Gra.mmar  1.42 f. Mayser  his work   139,2 Anmerk. 2) ,vrote: 
«Dass insbesondere die niedere Volkssprache (len Unterschied der beiden Tempora 
imIUer   be,veist der nentcstalUentliche Sprachgebrauh,). - cf.  

Chantl·aine. Hist. d.   230 f. 
2. See S. Antoniadis, L' Evangilp, de Luc.  257. cf.  Chantraine, Hist. 

d. parf.  229 f. 
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1,36     t-'i    
4,18      
(7,20?) -7,50 _ 8,48 - 9,36 - 13,2 - 14,10 - 14,12-17,10 -

17,19 -18,42 _22,13-24,23.
The coordillation  both tenses   4,18...   ...   
There  a150 the       4   7,50 

8,48 - 17,19 and 18,42.The Evangelist Jo11n has the narrative perfect very often; con-
sidering the fact that his work  smaller  quantity than the work  
Luke and Matthew, lle uses t11is   an extremely 1arger amount. 

 have iound 1.07 such passagos:  
1,15 ...     
1.,18      
1. ,32 ...       .  
1,34      .  
1,42 _ 1./16 _ 2,9 _ 2,10 - 3,11 - 3,11.'- 3,18 - 3,26 - 3,32 -

3,35-(4,38?)-4,42- 4,45 _ 5,33 - 5,36 - 5,37 _.5,42 - 5,45 - 6,1.3-
6;19 _ 6,32 _ 6,36 _ 6,39 _ 6,46 - 6,65 - 6,69 -7,1.5 - (7,19?) -7, 
22 _ 8,31 _ 8,33 _ 8,38 - 8,40 - 8,52 - 8,55 - 8,57 - 9,29 - 9,37 
-10,29 _ 11,27 _ 11,34 _ (12,7?) _12,18 -12,29 --.12,37 -12,40 
_13,2_(13,3?)-13,12-(13,15?)-14,7-14,9 - 14,25 - 15,3 --15,10-
15,1.1. _ 1.5,15 _ 1.5,1.8 _ 1.5,24 - 16,1 - 1.6,4 -- 1.6,6 - 16,25 - 16;27 
_ 1.6,33 _ 17,2 _ 17,4 -17,6 - 17,7 - 17,8 - 17,9 -17,11 - 17,1.2 
_ 17,14 _ 17,22 _ 1.7,24 - 1.7,24 - 18,9 - 18,1.1. - 18,18 - 18,21 -
19,35 _ 20,18 - 20,21 -- 20,25 - 20,29. 

The ooordination  both tenses aJso   John's Gospe1:  
3,32        
4,45     &   t-'i      

20,18         
     

\Ve t1lereiore  t a v rative   
yery irequently. He  followed by Luke, Mark and   thc Acts  the Apostles  iound tl1c narrative m.ore repeatedly es . Mark and  There are 28 5uch passag : 

5,'28     "  
6,11. .. ,       

1.   Sprac.he Charitons,  53  Cf.  Chantraine, H1St. d. 

   

2.  a1so the  ,           
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8.24 
9,17 

10,20 

... 
 
 

 
 

13,2 

 
  

- 13,32 - 13,33 - 13,34 - 13,47 - 14,23 - 15,5-
15,27 - 16,10 - 16,15 -16,34 - 16,36 - 17,28 - 19,18 - 21,20-21,28 
- 21,29 - 22,15 - 22,29 - 25,11 - 25,12 - 25,25 - 27,13. 

Another examp1e  the coordination  th both tenses  21,28  

            
and  22,15        (;)v   

 
 the Epist1es of Apost1e Pau1, t1le use of narrative perfect is 

a1so remarkab1e, but not  t1le same degree as John aiJ.d t1le Acts  t1le 
Apost1es. 

Rom. 4,1  oi)v       .... 
5,2 aL'        ... 
9,29 - 13,8 - 15,19 - 15,211. 

Cor.  2,8         

5,3         
7,15 - 9,1 - 13,11. 

Cor.  1,9 ...      
1,10     ... 

2,5 - 2,13 - 7,3 - 7,5 - 7,14 - 11,5 - 11,252 - 12,17 -- 13,2. 
Gal. 2,7...       ... 

Ephes. 1,12    "iJ)  
Philipp. 3,13      
Co1as. 2,1 - 2,18  
It shou1d be noted tllat  examp1es  narrative perfect exist  

both Epist1es to Thessa1oniceis. 
\ , 

4,10...      

5,5 - 6,17  
  1,12   <r     ... 

(3,10?) - 4,7 - 4,8.  
Tit. 3,8 ...   "iJ)   
Hebr. 1,4 ...    

1,5     

1. Another example of the coordination of botll tenses in ROlll. 13,12  
     

2. TlIere is also an exarnple od  of both tenses...   
          



8,5 - 11,17. 
As for the result of this artlc1e  shou1d like to state the follo\ving: 

 perfect as a narrative tense entered into the fie1d of the aorist, 

1,13 - 2,14 - 4,1 - 4,3 - 5,5, - 7,6 - 7,13 - 8,6 - 8,13 -
11,5-11,28 - 12,3 - 12,5 - 13,5. 

It ls noteworthy that the use of the narrative perfect  t11e He-
bre\v Epist1e ls the dup1icate of the use of Evange1ist Luke. 

There ls a1so the coordination of perfect and aorlst  2,14   
 , \ \  \ ,\  

           

  

 the Epist1eof .Jacob  found  exalllp1e: 
5,15   1i    

 Peter's Epist1es: 
 1,22     ... 
 2,6     

2,21 ...       ... 
 lllass of narratlve pel'fect the Apost1e J  puts  11iS Epist1e; 

 the 5 pages, W11lch the first Epist1e covers, he uses tl1iS fOl'lll 34 tlllles: 
1,1 8  8  ... 
1,2  ... 
1,3     

1,5 - 1,10 - 2,3 - 2,4 - 2,13 .- 2,14 - 3,1 - 3,6 - 3,16 - 4,3 -' 
4,4 - 4,9 - 4,12 - 4,13 - 4,14 - 4,16 - 4,20 - 5,9 - 5,10 - 5,15 -
5,20. 

 the second E:pist1e: 
1,1   OL    
1,4         ... 

 the Apoca1ypsis of John  found the following exalllples: 
2,27  x&r<b      

3,2       ... 
3,3 - 3,8':- 5,7 -7,14 - 8,5 -11,17 -14,8 -18,3. 
He has the coordination of aorlst and perfect  

3,3    

• 

.  Papanikolaou152 

d. parf. 



'fhe  perfect  new 'festament 153 

Such saml)les of coordination are used in the New 1'estament, as is 
shown above. 

1'he narrative perfect is used differently  the New 1'estament. Tlle 
Evangelist Matthew and Mark write the narrative perfect sporadicall;y. 

 Luke's Gospel tlle use of this form takes a larger extension, but 
it is still more frequent  the Acts of L}le Apostles and t}le Epistles of 
the Apostlo Paul. 

However, inthe writings of the Evangelist John there exists a lar-
ger use  the narrative perfect than in the '.vorks of the others  men-
Lioned  my article. 


