THE NARRATIVE PERFECT IN NEW TESTAMENT

BY
ANTONIOQS PAPANIKOLAOU

The resultative perfect which appeared during the 5 and 4 century
B. C. in the classical Greek literature began to take a meaning dif-
ferent from the aorist tensel. The classical authors consequently use this
tense in keeping its temporal nuance, which is different from the ao-
rist?, _

In the Hellenistic literature the use of the resultative perfect was
more common, because, as narrative tempus, it entered in the space
of the aorist tensed.

On the contrary during the atticistic literature the use of the resul-
tative perfect was much smaller, In its place they used the aorist; the
authors of this period imitated the works of the classical literature?

In all the works of the Hellenistic period, we see the resultative per-
fect used as a narrative tense. This resulted in a great deal of confusion
in the use of the aorist.

1. J. Wackernagel, Vorlesungen tiber Syntax. Basel 1 Aufl. 1926. 2. 1928.
p. 166-171. Dual in der Kaiserzeit. in Kleine Schriften. Géttingen 1953. Bd. 5 p.
887. Antonios Papanikolaou, Zur Sprache Charitons. Diss. K¢ln 1963. p. 51.

2 Cf P. Chantraine, Ihstou‘e du parfalt grec Parls 1927 p 175, G N Hat-
1925. p. 832.

3. J. H. Moulton (A Grammar of New Testament Greek. 3 ed. Edinburgh
1908 p. 141) writes: «While the perfect was increasingly used, as the language grew
older, as a substitute for what would formerly have been a narrative aorist. A cur-
sory reading of the papyri soon shows us how much more the vernacular tends to
use this tense; and the inference might be drown that distinction of aorist and per-
fect was already obsoleter. - Cf. P. Chantraine, Hist. d. parf. p. 233, 239. Polybios
for example: He used both tenses without defining their true meanings. See Fr,
Hultsch, Die erzdhlenden Zeitformen bei Polybios. Ein Beitrag zur Syntax der
gemeingriechischen Sprache. Leipzig 1891 p. 13-16, - 458-60. P. Chantraine, Hist.
d. parf. gr. p. 251. D.C. Hesseling, Het perfect in het post-klassike grieks; over-
blijfsels in de taal van heden. Amsterdam 1928.-S{. B. Psaltes, Grammatik der by-
zantinischen Chroniken. Géttingen 1913, p. 229.

4, Cf. Zur Sprache Charitons, p. 51-53.
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This misuse is also found in the non-literate Hellenistic works, but
not as oftenl.

This evolution of the resultative perfect in its identification, as a
narrative tense with the aorist, brought about its gradual disappea-
rance from the postclassical literature until it resulted to its complete
omission from the modern Greek language2.

G. N. Hatzidakis in his work - Einleitung in die neugriechische
Grammatik. Leipzig 1892 p. 204 — wrote : «In der Koine hat auch
die Ausgleichung des Perfekts mit dem Aorist stattgefunden, wodurch
das erstere verloren gegangen ist»n3.

The narrative perfect was formed on analogy with the resultative
perfect. Therefore in my present article I will examine the forms of the
perfect which have an object (in accusative).

I must note that it is not possible to decide in each example, if we
have before us a narrative perfect formed on analogy with the resul-
tative perfect in the meaning of aorist. (Compare Hultsch, p. 13 ff.
on Polybios). ’

By the research of the use of narrative perfect in the New Testa-

1. Gf. E. Maser (Grammatik der griechischen Papyri aus der Ptolemier-
zeit. Leipzig-Berlin 1906 /1938) wrote in II T 139,2: «In der hellenistischen Zeit
dringt das Perfekt immer in die Sphére des Aoristes ein und dient als erzihlendes
Tempus».

See also IT I 176,37. R. Helbing, Grammatik der Septuaginta. Laut-und Wort-
lehre. Gottingen 1907. p. 67.

Styl. Kapsomenakis, Voruntersuchungen zu einer Grammatik der Papyri
der nachchristlichen Zeit. Miinchen 1938, p. 126.

L. Radermacher, Neutestamentliche Grammatik. Das Griechisch des NT. im
Zusammenhang mit der Volkssprache. 2 Aufl. T{ibingen 1925, p. 150. - G. B. Winer,
Grammatik des Neutestamentlichen Sprachidioms, Leipzig 1855 p. 242 f.

2. The only form of the active perfect which is in use in the modern Greek

, lanonacse i3 Bapy jnstead of elornxa (aorist in meaninol, Instead of this perfect we
use the aorist or the periphrase with the auxiliary verb ¥y (¥xw dxodoet instead
of dxfyoa etc.). On the contrary the passive participle of perfect is used often
today (veapuévoc instead of yeypapuévos ete.).

See also: S. Antoniadis, I’ Evangile de Luc. Esquisse de Grammaire et de

rnah]l ﬂdg_g,gu,t,esfgmpnﬂm"hpn (“ﬂnpr"hm‘h 10, Aufl ﬂnf‘hno*pn 1959 § 340

3. See_also P. _Chantraine (quf d. parf gr. p ‘)‘H) L) pfndp du_parfait_a
I’ époque hellenistique conduit & deux conclusions Précises.......c...ccevocmveerieneerinaes
1nais me parfaut tend en creneral A dlsparaltre et & se confondre avec 1’ aorist».

n-DNow Tes

tament Greek Th1rd ed Edmburgh 1955 p. 41 44
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ment it is shown that the Evangelists Matthew and Mark use Lhe nar-
rative perfect more seldom that the two Others.

In Matthew’s Gospel I have found the following examples:

9,22 4 wioTis cov céowné oe. (Gf. P. Chantraine, Hist. d. parf. p. 235.)

13,46 mémpoxe mavro Boa ciye xal fydpaoev adrtév.

24,25 "I80d  mposlpyna  Splv,

2524 ... 6 10 & 1dhwvrov ebmpac elne

26,75 ... 'Inoob elpnrérog adtd Eri...

T see that the expression % wlotic sov céowné oc is repcated in the Bi-
ble and it seems to be popular.

Besides that example T will note that the coordination of aorist and
perfect is remarkable in the place 13,46. There is no temporal diffe-
rence between the verbs: mémpone and 7yépusev. The signification of
the perfect mémpaxe is identified with the aorist ydpmoevt.

In Mark’s Gospel T found:

5,19 oa sor ¢ Kiprog memotguey nol fréncé oe.
5,34 Obyovep, % wiomig oov oéowxé oe.
7,37 »eddg movra memolnne:

10,52 Umarys, % wiotig ocov oéowxé oe,

13,23 *180%, mpociprpa dpiv Smovta.

Mark also refers twice the expression: % wiovig cov céoomé oe.

The coordination of both tenses is in the passage 5, 19.

In both Testaments, the best samples representing the CGommon
(Koine) Janguage, is showed the restriction of the use of (narrative)
perfect, which later disappeared completely.

The Evangelist Luke, who is distinguished somewhat in his lite-
rate writing, refers more frequently the narrative perfect
authors menti 2 as 17 such examples:
1, 3 ... mwapyroronlnuért Evwley niiow dupifds,
1,22 val dméyvacey 8w dntactay édpaxey &v 1 vad.
1,25 Méyoust étu olite por wemolrey 6 Kipuas...

1. See similar examples in my dissertation: Zur Sprache Charitons. p. 53. -
Also: Blass-Debrunner, Grammatik des neutestamentlichen Griechisch. 10. Aufl,
Gottingen 1959 § 340-343. - L. Radcrmacher, Neutest. Gramm. p. 149-151 - J. H.
Moulton, A Grammar p. 142 f. Mayser in his work (IT [/ 139,2 Anmerk. 2) wrote:
«Dass insbesondere die niedere Volkssprache den Unterschied der beiden Tempora
immer weniger empfand, bewsist der neutestamentliche Sprachgebrauh». - Cf. P-
Chantraine. Hist. d. pauf. p. 230 f.

2. See S. Antoniadis, L’ Evangile de Lue. p, 257. Cf. P. Chantraine, Hist.
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1,36 xal o) suvethrguia VidY v yheet 0TS

418 eharpyentoaclot RTOLGLS AmborahnE  UE,

(7,20?) — 7,50 — 8:48 — 9,36 — 13,2 — 14,10 — 14,42—17,10 —

17,19 18,42 —99,13-24,23.

The coordination of both tenses is in: 418... Eyprat pe... GrcbaTahnE (LS

There is also the expression 7 rloric Gou GECEXE OE 4 times in: 7,50
_. 848 — 1719 and 18,42. .

The Evangelist John hae the narrative perfect very often; eon~
gidering the fact that his work is smaller in quantity than the work of
Luke and Matthew, he uses this form in an extremely larger amount.
1 have found 107 such passages: :

1A Loxal HEXPRYE NEYOV

1,18 Qedv oldcle Edpane WOTOTE

1,32 ... Myov o teléaprat TO Tvelps. -

1,34 %dyd Sdpano o (hepapTORYRE ...

1,42 — 1,46 — 2,9 — 2,10 — 311 — 31— 3,18 — 3,26 — 3,32 —
3,35—“(4,38?)«4,42# 4,45 — 5,33 — 5,36 — 5,37 — 5,42 — 5,45 — 6,13 —
6,19 — 6,32 — 6,36 — 6,39 — 6,46 — 6,65 — 6,69 — 7,15 — (7,49 —17,
99 — 8,31 — 833 — 8,38 — 8,40 — 8,52 — 8,55 — 8,57 — 9,29 — 9,37
40,29 — 11,27 — 11,36 — (12,77) — 12,48 — 12,29 — 12,37 — 12,40
— ’13,2-(13,3?)—13,12—»(13,15?)—‘14,7~14,9 14925 — 153 — 15,10 —
15,44 — 15,10 — 15,18 — 15,24 — 16,1 — 16,4 — 46,6 — 16,25 — 16,27
— 1633 — 17,2 — 17,4 — 17,6 — 17,7 — 11,8 — 17,9 — 17,11 — 17,42
4744 — 17,22 — 1724 — 17,24 — 18,9 — 18,11 — 18,18 — 18,21 —
19,35 — 20,18 — 20,21 — 20,25 — 20,29.

The coordination of both tenses also exists in John’s Gospel:

3,32 xai & Eopaxs nal Frovest, :

4,45 ThvTe twpunbres, & gmolnosy & “TepooohDU0LG 2y <3 SepTH’

[]

20,18 Epyerot Magta 9 MarySokrvh dmayyEhhovon BT thpone TGV K-

A“EM%WM
We therefore see thab BV 1 ; narrative perfect
very frequently. He is followed by Luke, Mark and Matthew.

In the Acts of the Apostles T' found the narrative more vepeatedly
thaninLuke, Mark and Matthew. There are 98 such passages:

5, TS0 RETATpIRt TS PV I ROUGERIE TS SideFic Dudy,

Y I
GAL .t daepsbopay oY PRIV EES o

s

.
1. Cf. Zur Sprache Charitons, p. 53 A ¢f. P. Chantraine, Hist. d—parf—p—

AL o
P AAT 3% i

9. Compare also the passage: 1,02 ** ST Leadung 2Exey b TE

Qcapan T mvelps b3 TEPLOTEPRY &% 0dpuvol, noit Epewey g aldviv,
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8.24 ... &v elphnarte.
9,17 6 Kbprog améoradné pe,

10,20 — 13,2 — 13,32 — 13,33 — 13,34 — 13,47 — 14,23 — 15,5 —
15,27 — 16,10 — 16,15 — 16,34 — 16,36 — 17,28 — 19,18 — 21,20— 21,28
— 21,29 — 2215 2229 — 2511 — 25,12 — 25,25 — 27,13.

Another example of the coordination of th both tenses in 21,28 &n
xol "EXkqvac elofyayev el 70 lepdv xal xexowovrxe tov &ylov Témov Tobtov”
and in 22,15 &t oy pdpruc adtdd mpdc mhvtag dvlpdimove v Edpaxas wal

Hxovous. '

In the Epistles of Apostle Paul, the use of narrative perfect is
also remarkable, but not in the same degree as John and the Acts of the
Apostles.

Rom. 4,1 =t olv dpoduev *ABpadp tov matépa HPGY eOprHévaL....

5,2 8¢ of xal Thv mposaywyly Eoyfnapey Y ThoTEL...
9,29 — 13,8 — 15,19 — 15,211,
Cor. A. 2,8 v oddclg tév dpybdvray Tob alldvos tobrov Eyvenay.
5,3 %#dn snéxpixa G maphv Tov obtw ToUTo aTEpyHoEpEvOY,
715 — 91 — 13,11,
Cor. B. 1,9 ... 16 dnéupipa o8 Oavdrov Eoynuapey,
1,10 elg 6v . fArinopey &ri...

25 —213—-73—75—714 — 115 — 11,252 — 1217 - 13,2,
Gal. 2,7... 81 mentoreupor 10 edayyéhov THe dxpoBustiag...

Ephes. 1,12 1odg mpomrmixbtag év 16 Xpiotd-

Philipp.. 3,13 &y époavtdv olime Aoyilopen xareihneévor’

Colas. 2,1 — 2,18 (=tmpara)

It should be noted that no examples of narrative perfect exist in
both Epistles to Thessaloniceis.

Timoth. A. 43... s6ic mevelc %

3 \ LA
ETTEVYVWOROG Ve dAbsrey
& o3 # vV

&=

Gl Y Y—GKA

-

2
4,10... 81t Mwixopey éml O (Hvr,
5,5 — 6,17 (=Hrmna)
Timoth. B. 1,12 ¢18a vyap ¢ memiorevnn, wal méneopot Gti..
(3,10?) — 4,7 — 48,
Tit. 3,8 ... of memioteundtee 6 V.
Hebr. 1,4 ... xexdnpovbépmuey dvopo.
1,5 &ro ofuepoy yeyévvnxd oc;

1. Another example of the coordination of both tenses in Rom. 13,12 vb§
npoéxodey, § 8¢ fudpo Hyyuxev.
‘ 2. There is also an example od coordination of both fenses... #ofBov, tplg
éppafidlalny, dmal Embdolny, tpls vavayqoa, vuxlnuepdv &v 16 BubE memolnua.




152 "~ Anfonios Papanikolaou

1,13 — 2,14 — 41 — 43 — 55, — 76 — 7,13 — 8,6 — 8,13 —

11,5—11,28 — 12,3 — 12,5 — 13,5. :

It is noteworthy that the use of the narrative perfect in the He-
brew Epistle is the duplicate of the use of Evangelist Luke.

There is also the coordination of perfect and aorist in 2,14 érel odv
0. moudlo wexowdvnre capuds xol alpatoc, xal wdrdc TuprmAnatng peTéoye
TRV odTRV,

In the Epistle of Jacob I found one example:

5,15 wdv dpaptiac fi nemorquig doebijoetor adTd.

In Peter’s Epistles:

A. 1,22 Tac Quyog Spéy fHyvinbrec...

B. 2,6 dwbdevypo pedrdvrav doePeiv telende,

2,21 ... ph Emeyvoxévor Ty 630V ThHg Sueonosdvrg...

A mass of narrative perfect the Apostle John puts in his Epistle;
in the 5 pages, which the first Epistle covers, he uses this form 34 times:

1,1 8 dunmroopey, & Ewpdxrapey... '

1,2 xol Eopaxapey...

1,3 & Eopaxapey xal denudapey,

1,5 —110 — 2,3 — 2,4 — 213 -— 214 — 3,1 — 3,6 — 3,16 — 4,3 —
b — 49— 412 — 413 — 414 — 416 — 420 — 5,9 — 5,10 — 5,15 —
5,20. , -
In the second Epistle:
1,1 %ol mdvreg ol Eyvoxdreg Thv drhberay,
1,4 &ru eBpmro éx Tév Téwvov cov mepimatobvrag &v danlela...
In the Apocalypsis of John I found the following examples:
2,27 6¢ ndyor elhnpo mapd ol motpds pov,
3,2 od yap eSpmud cov (&) Epvyo...
3,3—38—57—-714—-85—1117 — 14,8 — 18.3.
He has the coordination of aorist and perfect in:
3,3 eldnpog xoal #Hrovous,

5 7 piaras ;‘)I\OHMWQV oo LT;L, 8‘&:&1:5 oY /L(LCI“&:"VUU...“

8,5 — 11,17.

As for the result of this article I should like to state the following:
The perfect as a narrative tense entered into the field of the aorist,

what is proved by the coordination of hoth tenses wilhout difference

of Lemporal meanlng That pnenomenon Wasthe Teasom of lhe “gmis=

o
blUlJ. Ul. llllU dbblvﬂ Pﬁllﬂbb llU.lll. l/llU lllULlUlll \JIUUA lduguagu

T CITZUur SPTAce GITATItons, P93 - BIaSs-DEbT- § 343, - D, ClImanmtraine, Histy
d. parf. p. 229 1,
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Such samples of coordination are used in the New Testament, as is

shown above.

The narrative perfect is used differently in the New Testament. The
Evangelist Matthew and Mark write the narrative perfect sporadically.

In Luke’s Gospel the use of this form takes a larger extension, but
it is still more frequent in the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles of
the Apostle Paul.

However, in.the writings of the Evangelist John there exists a lar-
ger use of the narrative perfect than in the works of the others I men-
tioned in my article.



