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PRECI5 

The current in.terpretation  Athanasius' Christology in the  

of Doctrine is based  the so-called Alexandrian. Logos-flesh (body) Chri-
stological framework as distinct from the An.tiochene Logos-man. frame-
work.  close examin.ation  Athan.asius' texts sho\\Ts clearly that this 
schematisation is false. Athanasius uses in his Christology the term «man.» 
as equaJly consistently as the term «flesh» or «bod"jT»). The follo\\rin.g figures 
indicate the Christological occurrence of these terms in some  Athan.a-
sius' most important texts. 1) D e  n c a r  a t i  n.  «man.» 55, 
«flesh» 6, «body» 126. 2) C  n t r a  r i a  s   106, «flesh» 
34, «body, 19. 3) C  n t r a  r i a n.  s  «man» 108, «flesh» 56, «bo-
dy» 36. 4) C  n t r a  r i a no s 111:  36, «flesh» 109, «body» 52. 

 determin.e the in.terrelations  these terms ,ve may examine the verbs 
which are employed to attach them  the Logos in the context of Chris-
tology. Two verbs may be sin.gled out as representative, the verb «to 
become») an.d the verb «to assume».  become» is used both \\Iith  

and «fiesh», but never with  whereas «to assume» is used both with 
«flesh» an.d «body» but  \Yith «man.». Hence, «mallJ) and «bod"jT») can 
be both synon.ymous  flesh, but n.ever to each other. «Flesh» then 
moves between «man.» and «body» sometimes agreeing \vjth the on.e and 
sometimes with the other. 50 we may distin.guish betwten two n.uan.ces 

 tbe term «flesh», a «flesh1» an.d a «flesh2», wbich al'e never separated 
because «flesh» is for Athanasius a holistic concept. EquaJly holistic 
are the terms «man)) and «body»), in the sense that their particular nuan-
ces sign.ifythe whole buman. reaJit"jT and are never seen inthe abstract. 

 the basis of these considerations, we con.clucle that Athanasius' Chris-
tology has two basic aspects which are mutuall"jT and insep81'ably in.ter-
related,  which, when. seen. d"jTn.amically are expressed b"jT the verbs 
«to become» and «to assume» an.d when. ontologica]]y by the nouns «man.» 
and «bocly». Further investigation shows that «to bec.cme man» refers 
to a h"jTpostatic (pel'sonal) becoming ,vhich is goyerned b"jT the Hyposta-
sis  the Logos an.d His grace  man.. It sign.ifies the m"jrstery  the 
hypostatisation (person.alisation, divlnisation) of man.'s being (body) 
after the grace of the Hypostasis of the Logos. This is the mystery 
of man.'s   whicb. is in.terrupted because of sin. but  
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1'evived again, and pe1'fected  Ch1'ist. The c1'ucia] Athanasian, doc-
•t1'in,e he1'e is that only the Logos (an,d the T1'inue God) is hypostasis, 

whe1'eas man becomes hypostasis on,ly when, he is en,hypostatic in, the 
Logos. The hea1't of the Myste1'Y of Christ is  the dynamic con,-
cu1'1'en,ce of the hypstatic being of God and the hypostatic becoming of 
man,. It mea.n,s that the Logos W h  s an ete1'n,a] hypostasis be-
comes humanised without   be divin,e. The hypostatic 01' pe1'son,al 

  catego1'ies take p1'eceden,ce he1'e ove1' the substan,tiaJ. The becoming  
not sllbstantial but hypostatic, th.ough the assumption, of human, sub-
stance is p1'esupposed. 

It was p1'ecise]y this concu1'1'en,ce of hyposta.tic being (Divin,e 
Logos) and hypostatic becoming (the in,homin,ated Logos) that the 
1'ians, ApoJ1in,a1'ian,s and Nesto1'ian,s couJd n,ot pe1'ceive. A1'ian, metaphy-
sics 1'u]ed out aJ1 notion,s of the becomin,g of the Divine, hen,ce they inter-
p1'eted the Logos become f1esh as involvin,g a c1'eatu1'e]y Logos. 
n,a1'ians be]ieved in, a fully divin,e Logos con,substantial \vith God the 
Fathe1' but could n,ot see n,ow He could become, hbn,ce they tended ei-
ther  divinise the f]esh 01' den,y the human, hypostatic becomin,g. The 
Nesto1'ians wo1'ked with a1'istoteJian, catego1'ies an,d the1'efo1'e un,de1'stood 
the human hypostasis n,ot as a becoming but as a being  se. They then, 
saw  Ch1'ist the un,ity of two beings and two hypostases which can ap-
pear togethe1' but neve1' be concu1'1'ent in, on,'3. Hence they exchanged 
the ve1'b «to become» \vith the ve1'b «to assume» and dest1'oyed the Mys-
te1'Y of the Logos; being God and becomin,g man t1'u]y and. fuJly. Ulti-
mately the diffe1'ence between, the  thanasi&n Christology and the he1'e-
tical Christo]ogies of the pat1'istic  Jies in, the conception, of God, man 
and th'3i1' inte1'1'elation  c1'eation, and 1'edemption. 


