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  GREEK STATE'S PROVISIONS FOR SEAMEN. 
(Ministry of Mercantile Shipping) 

1. Statistics 

a. There are 3,666 merchant ships under Greek flag listed in the 
Greek Government's register of Merchant ships with a total capacity of 
33,956,093 G.R.T. 

b. There are 682 Greek Ships with a capacity of over 12,556,872 
G.R.T. under foreign flags whose crews are insured by the Seamen's 
Pension Fund. There are also a number of other ships whose crews are 
not so insured. 

c. There are approximately 120,000 Greek Seamen. 
d. Foreign Seamen: 28,000 seamen serve  Greek Ships under 

foreign flags; 

2. The  inistry  recreational halls, libraries, radio and tele-
phone lacilities (recreation). 

3.  The seamen's  do not lace  problems. Seamen send an 
 amount  currency home. 

4. The Mercantile Ministry's  l0r Seamen 

a. Sieres of laws for the protection and benefit of seamen, insur-
ing a comfortable life. 

b. The offices of the Greek Consulate throughout the world 
solve the various differences arising between seamen and employers. 

c. Representatives from the branch offices of the Panhellenic 
Seamen's Federation throughout the world visit the crews and facili-
tate seamen and help them solve their problems. 
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d. Seamen and their families are free to choose the doctor of 
their preference and enjoy compJete medica1, pharmaceutical and hos-
pital coverage. 

 There exists for the seamen's benefit a modern and full-scale 
(General) Hospital, the «Hospital Institute of Merchant Seamen». 

f.   Piraeus there exists the «Seaman's Hostel». 

5.  The Ministry's  lor the    

a. The ministry of Mercantile Shipplng has close relations with 
the fami1ies of seamen and solves their problems. 

b. The existence of the «Seaman's House», an Admlnlstratlve 
Centre where seamen and their families find medical and pharmaceu-
tical care. 

c.  arious mercantile companies offer gifts to the best seamen. 
d. The establishing of the «Kavvadias Award», presented to au-

thors of books about the sea. 

6.  The     Prospects l0r  to  

a.  The Ministry constantly studies the seamen's problems with 
 

b. Through the Merchant Marine's News Bulletin a1ready being 
sent  the ·wireless to all ocean-gong ships throughout the world, 
seamen are kept  to date  various matters. Such a bulletin consti-
tutes a type of rudimentary daily Newspaper. 

7.  The  Role  by the Ministry   the  
Problems. 

a.  seamen address letters to the Ministry which, ·through 
the various Consulate offices, solves any problems they may have. 

b. When a Greek Ship has problems with the authorities of an-
other country the  of Mercantile Shipping intervenes through 
the Greek Foreign Ministry, and through diplomatic channels solves 
the existing problem e.g. the return of Seamen to their homeland. 

8.  Various  and   by the    be-
   

a.  various holidays and anniversaries the Minister of Mercan-
tile Shipping communicates with the seamen through various mes-
sages and proclamations. 
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b. Naval Week: 
Celebrated every year during the first week in July. arious ce-

lebrations and functions held chiefly in the seaport cities, and other 
celebrations throughout  of Greece. The Church actively participates 
in these festivities through Celebration of the Divine Liturgy, special 
sermons, Synodical Encyclical Messages, etc.). 

11.  CHURCH'S MINISTRY  SEAMEN. 

 WHAT  CHURCH OF GREECE HAS DONE THUS FAR. 

a. The Standing Holy Synod, acting  a  by its Syn-
odical Committee  Pastoral Work, decided to establish a Sub-Com-
mittee  Pastoral Ministry to Seamen (see document  51/1676/ 
890/ March 19, 1970, of the Holy Synod), whose purpose is «the spir-
itual assistance, in  possible ways,  seamen and their families as 
well as  veteran seamen». 

This Sub-Committee was established  May 25, 1970 chiefly 
through documents Protocol  686/9-2-70 and 40/818/14-2-70. 

b. This Sub-Commitee (1970) circulates thousands  copies 
 the Archbishop's Message and sends them to seamen both at home 

and abroad and creates close contacts between the  aval world and the 
Church. 

c.  Special Questionnail'e entltled «Social Research Bulletin», 
drawn  in collaboration wlth the Church's social services, is sent out 
in order that the Church learn the real and specific problems  its sea-
men. This questionnaire ls subdivided as follows: 

 Na.me, sUl'name, date and place  bil'th, family address. 

 Education 

 Military service, branch, term  service. 

 Date  entry into seamen's service, Medical Record. 

 Present seaman's rank. 

 Occupation and financial sta.tus  relatives. 

 Relatives having served t>r serving a.s seamen. 

 Name  ship  which presently serving, class (passanger, mer-
chant), Company name. Have you changed company as a seaman? 
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(Name  company or companies with which one has previously served), 
Name  family dependents. 

 Existing contacts with his family, with the Church; What pro· 
blems does he or his family face, etc. 

d. The Orthodox Academy  Crete held a special consuItation 
 the problems  seamen in February 1973. 

 The Sub-Committee publishes and circulates thousands  
copies each year, free  charge,  «The Greek Seamen's Yearbook». 
In the back  the Yearbook  finds a calender, the names, addresses 
and telephone   Orthodox Communities, Churches, priests and 
centres in aH the seaports throughout the world. 

f. The Church collaborates with Greek Ship  and assists 
the seamen in solving their problems (financial,  spiritual). 

g. Books  Christian content and records with Church Music 
are sent to ships (Records containing Church Music, Messages  the 
Church to Seamen, Easter-Christmas, Holy Week Services). Special 
books about the sea and pamphlets are also sent. 

h. The Church actively participates in Nava.l vVeek (first week 
in July). 

i. Special radio and  programs and sermons on St. Nicholas' 
Day. St. Nicholas is the patron saint  Greek seamen. 

j. Special Encyclical issued by the Holy Synod a.nd special ser· 
mons during Nava.l Week. The entire Greek Nation pa.rticipates  

the numerous and multiform celebrations. Use  a.ll ava.ilable radio, 
 and other communications media by the Chnrch. 

k. Periodical   the satelite Station at Thermopylae. 
 Use   radio, Church Press, periodicals, Sunday Schools, 

teachers  theology in High Schools and other schools. 
m. The Church through the local parish maintains contact with 

the seamen's families. 
n' The Church of Greece has growing collaboration with the Or-

thodox Churches abroa.d in solving va.rious problems facing the sea-
men. 

 The Church  Greece has placed her ministry to seamen 
within the framework  her overaH pa.storal ministry, and in her desire 
to help in a positive way, studies the matter with great concern. 

This is the reason why she has sent her representative, Archi-
mandrite Timothy Trivizas, to the Houston Sea.men's Center in the past. 
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 IDEAS AND PROPOSALS CONCERNING  CHURCH'S 
MINISTRY  SEAMEN 

1. The organization of a centra1ized Center  PastoraJ Mini-
  Piraeus with branch offices  all other ports throughout the 

country, especially  those parts of Greece where seamen's vocations 
are traditional. This Center is to be staffed with both permanent and 
vo1untary personnel. 

 this center wou1d be subordinated: 

 nterior Department 
having as its purpose the pastora1 ministry to seamen's families and 
b.   Department 
having as its purpose pastora1 care to seamen aboard ship. 

 the Interior Department, there would be collaboration with 
various authorities, Most Revd. Metropo1itans and the founding of 
«Seamen's Houses» throughout the interior. 

The Externa1 Department shou1d have branch offices  many 
ports throughout the wor1d, collaborating  the fie1d of seamen's pro-
b1ems with the Greek Consu1ar Authorities, the Orthodox Church, and 
the seamen's ministry of foreign Churches, and working for the estab-
1ishment of «Seaman's Houses». The «Seaman's Houses» mentioned 
above should be centers equipped for assistance, recreation and study 
(Libraries etc.) and have hoste1s and other facilities attached. 

2. Sea Department. 
a. Pastora1 assistance to those aboard ship. The creation of a 

vo1untary body of priests and socia1 workers for seamen who wou1d sai1 
with the crews and have direct contact with them. 

b. Their purpose_wou1d be to create an analogous c1imate aboard 
ship and to assist aIl, especiaIly those who are sai1ing for the first time 
and face many prob1ems. 

These priests and socia1 workers wou1d be useful even to the 
State and the Shipping Lines and to the officers of the Merchant Ma-

 because they wou1d he1p them to form a correct idea about the 1ife 
and prob1ems of the seamen. 

Thus we can say that this group of priests and socia1 workers 
cou1d he1p 

 new seamen going through their initia1 stage  adjustment. 
  the beneficia1  of free time and the education of the 

crew.   should fee1 spirituaIly secluded aboard ship. Organi-
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sation and use of Librarles; cultivatlon of varlous interests and abili-
tles, exerclses, action groups). 

3. The Priest's role vls-a-vls the Seamen. 
The establishing of a body of Naval Prlests working for those 

<cwho sail wlthgood Intent upon the sea» and accompanying the ships 
 thelr voyages (or having co-workers aboard ship) performing divlne 

servlces and laboring  this field. 
4. CooperatIon between the Pastoral departments (Interlor and 

External) and thelr coordinatlon by the Pastoral Center  Piraeus ls 
requlred. The Center would sImultaneously cooperate with the body 

 Greek Ship Owners and the representatlves  the shipping \\'orld. 
5. The establishment  a School-Seminary for the training  

priests and soclal workers  the field of Pastoral Ministry to Seamen. 

6. The recruiting of personnel from amongst young priests and 
lay theologians, sociologists, teachers and soclal workers and thelr 
employment by the Church, after thelr training at the above-mentioned 
special Seminary. 

7.  broad USe  the Satelite Station at Thermopylae for the 
transmittIng of sultable sermons, talks, Church muslc, advlce and 
formation. 

8. Finally, slnce  the above-mentioned field  endeavor many 
non-Orthodox Churches have greatly labored, the Church  Greece 
should makegood use  thelr exprerlence. 

 close cooperation a,nd exchange  personnel between the Church 
 Greece and the Interna,tlonal Seamen's Center  Houston, Texa,s, 

U.S.A., ls proposed. 

  PASTORAL WORK FOR  SEAMEN 
  PORT OF PIREUS. 

 SHIP-VISITING 

The work  ship-visitIng by a prlest or his a,sslstant  the 
Port  Piraeus ls very important, but not as important as it ls  the 
Port  Houston. One reason for this ls that the Port  Pireus ls almost 

 the heart  town, so that the sailor can get  lmmediate contact 
wlth the world whenevef he wants to. 



1000 Timothy  

A1so most of the Greek sailors have re1atives either  Piraeus 
or  Athens and they can get  touch with them direct1y. 

NevertheJess, the visit of the pastor to the ship is important 
and necessary (a) for foreign sailors and (b) for Greek sai10rs who have 

 re1atives there. 

Furthermore the  of the pastor signifies the presence  
the Church's interest covering a11 those who work at sea. 

 lmportant lmprovement  this work shou1d be the divi-
sion of the Port  pjraeus into sectors, so that each pastor shou1d Vlslt 
his assigned sector systematJcally; thus he would be more fami1iar with 
the specific traffic  his sector. 

There exists urgent need for cooperation between the pastors 
and the Port Authorities, a cooperation which wou1d great1y facilitate 
the free mOveffients of the pastors  the port. The Department  
Merchant  can contribute to this. 

 opinion is that a pastor shou1d  a few ships  a 
given day and do his job more thorough1y than  many ships and do 
a superficia.1 job on1y. 

 a1so be1ieve that the visitJng pastor should first undergo 
specia1 traini'ng to familiarize himself with the customs and way  

ing  the various nationa1ities so that when he visits a ship he wou1d 
have a certain know1edge  the peop1e he was to visit. 

It goes without saying that the pastor must be a  patient 
man. 

 his work the  pastor should be prompted on1y by 
his  for the sai1ors; on1y  this way can he influence them and 
through his persona1ity ca,n he propagate faith  Christ  a free way, 
not binding the free wi11 of the sai1or. The pastor must not appear as 
trying to prose1ytize or convert; he must appear as a friend who visits 
the sai10rs just to we1come them and be of some he1p to them. 

80 the visiting pastor must have brother1y  for Christians 
and non-Christians alike. 

It is important that the  pastor shouJd first meet the 
Captain of the ship;  he succeeds  gaining' the trust and confidence 
of the Captain he will gain the confidence and trust  the crew. 
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The pa.stor should acquaint the Captain with the work of the 
Seamen's Center, inform him about everything concerning his work, 
and even invite him to the Center and provide him with any available 
literature or brochures describing the work done  or by the Center. 
After this he couJd obtain permission to see the other sailors. 

The first impression of the pastor's visit is very importa.nt. 
After the pastor has paved the way, as  have already mentioned, he 
can approach the sailors and develop a friendly discussio:n with them. 
Thus he ca:n i:nform them about the operatio:n a:nd program of the Sea-
me:n's Center. The attitude of some seamen may  be very friendly; 
yet the pastor should be tolera:nt and patient. 

Of course personal friendship of the pastor with the Captain or 
a.nother officer of the ship will help greatly. Even a mere sailor may 
exercise some psychological inf1uence over the other seame:n a:nd thus 
help the work  the pastor. 

The sea,me:n will easily participatei:n a discussio:n with the 
pastor if they realize that his i:ntentio:ns and purposes a,re ho:nest. It 
depe:nds  the pastoral personality  the priest, a perso:nality that 
must radiate his understanding, patience, 10ve a:nd discretion. 

Leaving the ship, the pastor should :not forget to stick o:n the 
bulletin board the complete schedule  the Seamen's Center a:nd not 
co:ntent himself with what he has told them about it. 

  CENTER'S PROGRAM 
We might consider as a typicaI  the program  the 

Seamen's Center  the  of Houston, but adjusted to accommodate 
the Greek enviro:nment. The Center will basically be Orthodox a:nd will 
cooperate closely with the Diocese of Piraeus; otherwise its operation 
a,nd the work  the clergymen wouId be greatly hampered by the 
existing EcclesiasticaI Laws  Greece. But the Center ca:n be, and must 
be, in esse:nce, internationaI (a) cooperating with the Missions  Greece 
of all the other Churches, e.g. German, Roma:n Catholic, etc. offering 
its work to Orthodox Christians, to Christians  other denomi:natio:ns, 
to all other religious groups, to Greel<:s a:nd Greeks, a:nd to a11 in 
general. 

The Center must be  close cooperation with the Dioceses 
of Pira,eus a,nd Nica,ea, the Archdiocese of Athe:ns and a,1l the nearest Dio-
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ceses; a1so with the «Center of the Sailor», the «Home of the Seaman», 
the Seaman's Hospita1, the Department of Merchant Navy, as well as 
with the city authorities of Piraeus and all the cu1tura1 and re1igious 
centers. 

The Diocese of Piraeus shou1d undertake the responsibility 
of training a special group of priests who ,vilI take o'1er the work of the 
visiting pastor  cooperation with the Seamen's Center. 

The Seamen's Center of Piraeus must get  touch and start 
cooperating with the many shipowners' offices that ha'1e their headquar-
ters  Piraeus. These companies can help both financialIy and with 
their experience  nautica1 matters, the work of the Seamen's Center: 

One of the difficu1ties  that the area of the Port of Piraeus is 
dense1y populated, so there is  space for a field for games.  solution 
to this problem wou1d possibly be a cooperation transporta.tion sys-
tem to carry the seamen to the large football field of «Olympiakos» or 
the opening of a smaller space  the Amphiale district. Or the Center 
cou1d copy the features of the Houston Center but without a footbalI 
fie1d. 

The who1e program of the Center cou1d be arranged  as to 
make full use of all the cultura.l and musica1 activities of Pira.eus; th(;' 
pt'ogram could also include such activities as films, dancing and other, 
as welI as excursions to the nearby areas of archeologica1 and religious 
interest. 

COMMUNITY-LOCAL CHURCH RELATIONS 
As alreadymentioned, the who1e work must be connected with 

the nearby Diocese  as to be ab1e to survi'1e and succeed  its aim. 
 Greece generally, and specifical1y  Pira.eus, such a project 

cannot be de'1eloped independent1y from the Church. If the job that 
ha.s to be done  priests, then it has to be dependent  the local 
Church; if it is not, then the work will be just a kind of social work, and 
priests will not be able to work and de'1ote themsel'1es to it. 

So the work of the Seamen's Center must be a pa.rt of the whole 
work of the Church  order that it de'1elop and a.tta.in the aim we 
a.ll pursue. 

If the 10cal churches and nearby Dioceses 10'1e this work then 
many workers will be found a.nd many '101unteers will help. 
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 this area a lot of help could come f1'om local High Schools, 
Colleges and Unive1'sities, as well as f1'om many othe1' independent 
1'eligious societies. Even pa1'ishes may be encou1'aged to visit the Cente1'; 
the t1'aditional G1'eek Hospitality may u1'ge many individuals to offe1' 
hospitality to fo1'eign seamen 01' offer to entertain them. 

Because of the peculiarity  the relationship between Chu1'ch 
and State  G1'eece and the conservative theological spi1'it, the whole 
st1'uctu1'e of the wo1'k of the Cente1' must be put  a co1'1'ect basis. 

The1'e  a st1'ong' possibility that such a wo1'k will succeed and, 
suppo1'ted by the Church and the State, will develop; but the1'e is also 
a possibility that it will fail if the whole effo1't is not made thoughtful-

 and with cou1'age and caution. 


