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It is not our intention to speak in detail about Patriarch Jeremias
IT because we have already examined his life and career in our previous
study?.

His wide and global interests, his involvement in the problems and
matters of his time, such as his correspondence with the Tubinghem
Theologians?, his journey to Russia and the establishment of the Moscow
Patriarchate?, together with his patricipation in the discussions about
the Gregorian Calendar?, made him a well-known figure among the Eu-
ropeans; these included not only Ecclesiastics but Politicians as well.
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Moreover, the King of France, Henry III, wrote a letter to Sultan Murat
the III in favour of Jeremias as follows: «Ce sont offices communs des
princes amis d’ interceder les uns envers les autres pour ceux de leurs
sybjects et serviteurs qui peu considérément se sont eloignés de leurs
bonnes graces et moyenner qu’ ils y puissent estre réintégrer, mesmement
quand ils se prétendent justifier en leur innocence. Et ayant entendu le
mauvais traitement qu’ a receu ces jours passez le patriarch de Consta-
ntinople plus par I’ animosité, malice et corruption de ses ennemis et
malveillans que pour occasion par laquelle il aye deu encourir vostre
indignation nous vous en avons bien voulu faire cette lettre et vous
prier autant affectueusement que faire pouvons qu’ il plaise & Votre
Haltese se contenter de ce qu’ il a souffert, rejetter les calomnies et
impostures que I’ on a voulu proposer contre lui et donner lieu  son in-
nocence 1’ ayant d’ icy en avaut, & nostre priére et requeste en toute
bonne et favorable protection, comme nous avons chargé le Snr de
Germigny de vous faire entendre de notre part, auquel nous vous prions
adjouster pareille foy qu’ & nous mesmes»®. The same Sultan will also
receive a letter from the Tsar of Russia Theodore Ist about Jeremias®.

His position on the Calendar is known. Although in his first
reply to the Pope he agreed to changing the calendar, he refused in the
end to accept it, saying that this had been exploited for some propa-
ganda or prosyletising activities.

We cannot in the historical research reach any final opinions,
especially when dealing with the Patriarch of Constantinople under
Turkish domination; it very often happened, however, for a new
Patriarch to be accepted either by the help of the Ambassadors of
Europe in the Great City — or in other cases through Roman Catholics
or Protestants or Anglicans, or even by the offering of large sums of
money to the Sultan.

Jeremias represented the Orthodox faith very highly vis-a-vis
the attitude of Pope Gregory. We are in no doubt that Jeremias II
stands out as one of the leading figures of the Great Church in Constan-
tinople.

In this short study here we publish for the first time a letter of
Jeremias which he addressed to the priests and Christian people of Ce-
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donia in the island of Crete. The letter is dated 1583, a date which in-
dicates that he wrote it in the second term of his Patriarchate. It is an
interesting letter because in it he deals with the strict canon law of the
Orthodox Church on fasting and on various feasts of the Church. He
concluded that they should follow the traditions of the Church. This
was not the first time that the Patriarchs gave instructions to the in-
habitants of Crete; in another encyeclical letter, also to the inhabitants
of the island, Jeremias I speaks on the subject of baptism and empha-
sized certain clarifications on the matter’.

7. «..8mep dotl mapdvopoy Tiic 6pB086Eov mloteds te xal TdEews. Atd tobto Ypd-
@opey Tpdg Spdg mhvtag xol drogatvbuedo va dmd Tol Vi, wndbhwg Totoltéy TL YévmTal
adté0 GAN’ elg pévog Eotw &vddoyog, G¢ ol Oeict xal icpol vépor Sraxéxpivrar xal opi-
Gouot... 8¢ yop &md Tol viv xol Eti Emusipfioet totolréy Tu motfjoot dpeyle xal dpoplopd
x2BumoPandficeTar ol Exxinotactixde wadevbhcetaw, (Mr. Harley 7002, f. 231).
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THE LETTER

Tegeui(ag) *EXéep Ofco)d
aoyemionon(os) Kowvoravtwovndle( wg)
véag gduns x(at) oixovuevin(oc)
Hoazoudoyns.

' évtiudrarou iegeis oi v xvdwyig Tijs n( eg )upavods xprjTns yonoiudd-
7(a)t(ot) doyovres %(ai) 6 Aownds Tod K(vglo)v yomordwvuos Aadg, wviol
xata mv(Ebp)a ayamnrol fHudvy,

Xdgig ein iy xal eigpvn x(ai) 8lsosc dnd Ofe0)d mavroxpdrogog
x(ai) xv(glo)v judv i(noo)s X(gtwro)d.

*Evepayion, évdmoy fu(dv), owoduds) mgoxabnuévwy, Iatgi-
agyo® iooy yodupar(og) x(a)t(a) vy mageifodo(av) dexdrny N, éxdobéy
dwalapfdvay xalds x(ai) xava iy Tis dvatodu(Tig) x(al) fuetéoas *Ex-
xinoil(ag) magddoow, ba mdvres Vueic oi adrol Svres yoawxol xal Tiudy
dxovey Speilovreg g xabolixol x(al) g x(ai) év Toic uéoeow Sudv Exmin-
poit(ar) xfat) & mdo(aws) vais émagyi(as) tav xabd fuds Iepwt(d)r(wr)
agyiegé(wv) dAda On xal t(dv) &AM wv) émagy(dv) Ty dyiwr(d)r(wy)
7 a)rguagy(@v), i dAefavdgeifag), s dvrioyeias, xal iegocolbuwy)
yyoTedeTar dragart(n)t(wg) x(al) dmgopasioTwg Ty magauoviy T@r pdTWY
¢ magadédou(ev) Tais Tooabtaig xxinalfaig) xdy toyel odffator 7 xvgia-
x1) ELalov xal olvov ovyyweovu(évwy) xatarbew 5é x(ai) od vyoredew T
magaoxnev(1y) Grgoxgnuatiotws dud Ty cvyxwen(ow) ol dwdexanuegiov
GAX éoOiew xpéag ds x(al) tas Aowmag dddex(a) fjuéoag.

“Ovay 08 x(ai) 1} 100 Belov edayyehiouot Eogrr) Tfj dyla xal u(e)ydin
Efdoudd(t) éuméon pevalauPdvew ixbbwy xal dobiew iyxbdas x(ai) xava
iy peydlny méumrny Gdwrdxtws guiattdu(ey Jou udvoy ixbdy un éobiew
x(a)r(a) Ty peydiny magaoxeviy %(al) xava o dywov xal uéya odffazoy.
‘Qg 1) magddoois vy dwxgarioaca xadis xal énel dfavtéf(n) To adrod
iooy 700 7fat)owapyiod Ioduparos g ainbae x(al) Sp0ds Exew x(al)
dxdol(év ) x(ai) Pefail wv) Tobraw Svexa xvpwbéytwy x(al) mag’ fudy Tob-
Tov ydow yodpovtes, &v ayiw mveduat(t) dmopavdueha émifefaiotvtes adrd
g 8£eddlm »(al) épdvn x(ai) Eyvdoln fuiy yrdun x(al) Tob dyuwt(d)r(ov)
II(av Joudagyov Grekavdgeiag T0T éy ayiyp mv(ebuat )i dyanntod fudy ddelpod
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xal ovleitovgyod 1) T@v moypaydvtwy doyepé(wv) x(ai) lepéwy Wa Td Tol-
adra dg magaddosis tijc *Exninoi(ag) diaxaréyovres ywols maons dvrido-
pi(ag) oddevog BAwg GAX g duaxglvovrog 7} oxavdarilovros & doyia x(al)
dpopioud x(ai) éswoet Tijg éxninoif ag) magaxor) y(ag) Aoyiler(ar) o todra
uetaxwely x(al) model(ag) Gwog npiver(ar) 6 évavtioduev(og) & Sudw.
Doovrioars ody dg xal vy ovvodixis Tovtov Evex(ev) énexvodoau(ev) dua-
nazéyew &oidog mdo(ng) Tis dvwpelods Aoyouaylas x(al) dvriloyi(ag) dme-
xop(vaw ), dvreyou(évaw) 68 mdong magaddoe(wg) diaxgarnodons Tais éx-
xlnoi(awg) nudv gignvinis iva x(al) 8 Ofed ) tijc eigryng el mdoL Suiv.

8Eeddtn x(a)r(a) 1o apmy Evog uni iovidiov I”
} Eyo igpeds Kwvoravrivos fnpaios ©0 magdy yoduua 8ti GAnbéc éotw

%Gy icpevs *Euuavouni Pacovids émifsfardd 10 magdy dvwley marpag-
Y e @ Quag
Ay yoduua téindéc olrwg Eyew.

I xdyw icgeds mavrodéwry dfnpaios fefouds To magdy yeduue St ainbés éoiv
xal 8§t @Anbag 0 loa pbper mnatglagyxa yodupara.

7 8y lepeds capdying xdAuwy papTved TO MaQdy maTELAQ)LXOY Yeduuc ETL
aAnbéc doziy.

* Ebonrow dy d PifAie ot Lwvapd sic piAla 293 twa xepdiaia Tob & ayiag
vuxnpdgov Ilatidpyov xwvataytwovnmdre( wg) && dy elonrar xal 8ray 6 eday-
yehou(dg) tis mavaylag ¢Odon tfj dyig x(al) peyddn néunvy éoblew noi
ueraloufdvew ixfdwy.



