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 L. F  n k i  Greceslro-Russl(ie l<ul'turnye s"iazi" XV-XVlI "". -  
"ukopisi "Rossii (=Helleno-Russian cu1tural relations between the  
and the  centuries-Greek manuscripts  Russia), Moscow, ed. Nauka, 
1977,  2t.7 (Akademija Nauk SSSR, Institut VseobScej Istorii). 

It is a well-known fact throughout the scholal']y world that Gl'eek manu-
scripts are to be found  the libraries of many countries; but we know too that a 
particulal'ly large number of Greek manuscripts exists  the Soviet  This is a 
consequence of t.he frequent intel'course between Russia and Byzantium,  the 
intel'course between Russia and the Greek wol'ld dul'ing the period of Ottoman rule, 
of the travel1ing of so  Greeks  Russia and of so many Russian pilgrims  
the Greek world, and fina]Jy, of the existence of so many Gl'eek communities  Rus-
sia. It is also a  fact that we hitherLo possessed  definite information 
about the fate of a great many Greek manuscripts  the Soviet  after 1917, 
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as  Richard's standard catalogue [Repertoire des  et des catalogWJs 
de manuscrips grecs, Paris 1958 and Supplement  (1958-1963), Paris 1964] is 
particularly uninformative  the subject. During the last three decades we have 
received certain information  this particular matter from   Granstrem, 

  Kazdan,  F. Tonberg, S.  Bogojavlenskij and others, chiefIy through the 
periodical Vizantijskij Vremmennik. During the last two decades the same periodical 
has given  many samples of the work of  L. FonkiIj, a competent HelIenist and 
palaeographer. 

 his book the author examines: 1) The writing of the Greek codices and 
the Greek scribes  Russia during the XVth and XVlth centuries; 2) Arsenios 
hanov (1607-1668) and the Greek, manuscripts brought by hilIl from Mount Athos 
to the Patriarchal Library  Moscow; 3) the Groek manuscripts  the first State 
Printinghollse  Moscow during the second half of the XVlIth century; and 4) the 
colIections  Greek manuscripts  Moscow during the last decade of the XVlIth 
century, arnongst which are to be found those of Dionysios Ioannitis and Dositheos 
Notaras.  examination of tllese four headings wilI reveal to the scholar a host  
Greek scribes, some well-known, others little-known as, for example, Maximos 
Graecos, Archbishop Isidoros of Kiev, the brothers Leihoudis, Archbishop Arsenios 
of Elassona, Archbishop Ierotheos of Monemvasia, Ierotheos Koukouzelis, friar 
Makarios arid many others. 

There has been a long-folt need for a composite work  the Greek manu· 
scripts  the USSR today, for they are calculatetl to number many thousands. We 
need only remind the reader at this point that the author has made a study of some 
6,000 Greek manuscripts; his contribution to the history of the Greek m'anuscripts 

 therefore considerable.  approach to his work, particularly with regard to the 
drawing-up of biographical details about various scribes and the fact that hitherto 
very little has been known about some of them, make of Mr. FonkiIj's work a wor· 
thy and representative study, from which it wilI be possible to gather the essential 
material for an examination  greater depth of the work of every Greek scribe  
Russia within his own environment. Another significant aspect of Mr. FonkiIj's 
contribution is the identification  many Greek manuscripts of whose authors 
we were hitherto ignorant. Thanks, however, to  L. Fonkic the signatures have 
now been identified of Maximos Graecos, Photios, Archbishop of  Dositheos 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem and others. 

Our  observation relates to the title of the work; «GreIjesko-russkie 
kul'turnye svjazi  XV=XVII  » (=HelIono-Russian cultural relations between 
the  and  centuries) and there folIows the subtitle: «GreIjeskie rukopisi 

 Rossii» (=Greek manuscripts  Russia).  my  a better title would be: 
 istorii grecesko-russkih kul'turnyh svjazej  XV-XVII  (Contribution 

to the history of HelIeno-Russian cultural relations between the XVth and XVlIth 
centuries) becanse the cultural relations have, and had, a greater spectrum and are 
not covered by the manuscripts alone. 

ClearJy this observation cannot  any way diminish the value of  L. 
FonkiIj's work. As we have mentioned, he has made a study of some 6.000 Greek 
manuscripts and with his painstaking labours (cf.  53) callsto mind the saying: 

      (= Gift of God and work of Boris). 

CONSTANTlNE PAPOULIDIS 
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