THE PROCESSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT*
ACCORDING TO CERTAIN GREEK FATHERS

BY
MARKOS A. ORPHANOS

CONCLUSION

If by way of summary we are to draw some conclusions we can
say, on the account given, that the idea according to which the Holy
Spirit derives His being equally and coordinally fiom the Father and
the Son is foreign to Gieek patristic theology. This is not accidental
nor a mere obstinate attitude of the Greek Fathers t.wards the differ-
ent Latin tradition, but the natural outcome of their theological in-
sight and their approach to the mystery of the triune Godhead.

The earlier Greek Fathers — particularly after the Cappado-
cians made clear the distinction between ousia and hyposiasis, common
or natural and individual or hypostatic properties, which are not inter-
changeable or confounded — have steadfastly argued that the Father
is the princi>le, cause and fountainhead of the Deity. Thus, the Father,
deriving His being from Himself, brings forth from His essence, but in
the capacity of His hypostatic property, the Son by way of generation,
and the Holy Spirit by way of procession. He confers to them His whole
essence but He does not communicate to them His hypostatic property
of begetting and proceeding. Therefore, the Father remains the unique
«cause» of being of the Son and of the Holy Spirit who are «caused».

On this basis the later Greek Fatbers have discussed and devel-
oped further the issue of the procession of the Holy Spirit and on this
ground they have met the different approach on the subj-ct by their
Latin counterparts. Thus, the Latin doctrine of a twofold proces-
sion of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Soa was rejected by
the Greeks because they felt that such o notion introduces two princi-
ples and two causes into the Holy Trinity. This of course was not pos-
sible to be reconciled with the idea of the divine Monarchia of ithe
Father, which was a key-stone of faith.
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The Latin’s explanation that the Holy Spirit proceeds in a prim-
ordial sense from the Father, Who endowed the Son with the capa-
city to produce the Holy Spirit in a such a way that the Son is not the
«cause» but a joint-cause, has not satisfied the Greek Fathers. They,
in disagreement with the pro-unionists, thought that this idea leads to
diarchy or to confusion of the hypostases. If the Father and the Son,
they objected, proceed the Holy Spirit in their distinct hypostatic
faculties then two causes and two principles are introduced into the
Holy Trinity. If this occurs as from one Person then the confusion of
hypostases is inevitable. If from their common essence, then the Holy
Spirit on account of His common essence must participate in His own
mode of Being.

The double procession of the Holy Spirit as from one cause, the
Greek Fathers maintained, is impossible not only because the Father
proceeds the Holy Spirit as a perfect «cause» and producer, but also be-
cause the capacity of being «cause» is a hypostatic and individual pro-
perty, and as such uncommunicable. The hypostatic properties distin-
guish and by no means unite the Prosopa. On the other hand, the
«cause» and that which is «caused» cannot be a joint cause, because
their difference implies distinction and not unity.

The Greek Fathers were in agreement with the Latins who main-
tained that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit made jointly the
created order acting as one cause and principle — and not three —
without confusion of their own hypostases. They were, though, in disa-
greement with the Latins’ inference that this can also be applied to
the mode of being of the Holy Spirit. The conviction of the Greek Fa-
thers was that the mwatpwd) &ey7) as the common cause of the creation
must not be confused with the tpadind dpyn which remains the unique
cause of being of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Any induction of the mode of being of the Holy Spirit from the
mode of being of the creation was felt by the Greek Fathers to confuse
creation and Divinity.

The later Greek Fathers also were not prepared to accept the
idea of the double procession of the Holy Spirit as a necessary conse-
quence of His opposed relations of origin towards the Father and the
Son. To their understanding it is not the opposite relations of origin that
are the foundation and cause of the hypostatic existence and differen-
tation of the Divine hypostases but the different mode of being of the
Son by way of generation and of the Holy Spirit by way of procession
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from their unoriginated unique principle and cause, i.e. the Father.

The Greek Fathers were also cautious and rejected the Latin’s
conclusion that the «order» of manifestation and names of the Diviae
Prosopa, implies their existential and natural order as well. Fcr the
Greeks tkere is no oatological order whatsoever in the Holy Tiinity.
If in tke formula of baptism, in the doxology and the confession of the
Holy Triity the Father comes first, the Son second and the Holy Spir-
it third, it is because the Father as «cause» possesses a logical priority
to the Son and the Holy Spirit who are «caused». The Son naturally
comes second and the Holy Spirit perforce third, because if He came
after the Father then He must be Son.

The Filioque controversy gave to the later Greek Fathers the
opportunity to study thoroughly and develop the idea of difference
between ousta and energies in the Triune God — a topic which rests in
the insight of the earlier Greck Fathers — and in the light of this dis-
tinction to consider the question of the procession of the Holy Spirit.
This outlook enabled them to make a clear distinction between Holy
Spirit’s essential derivation and His energetic manifestation. On this
ground they argued that the w0’ OmwapEw» procession of the Holy
Spirit is quite different from His wat’ 2vépyeiav» procession. In His
a0’ Gmopvn procession the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father alone,
yet in His wat’ évépyeawn or v Exgavowy He comes out from the
Father through the Son and even from the Father and from the Son, be-
cause all divine energies are realised from the FFather through the Son
in the Holy Spirit. Thus the prepositions drom» and «through» accord-
ing to Greek Fathers, bear the same meaning and they can be inter-
changed only when referring to Holy Spirit’s energetic manifestation.
In respect to His essential derivation the Holy Spirit proceeds «fromn»
the Father and by no means «from» or «through» the Son.

By this distinction betwcen essence and energies the Greck Fa-
thers were able not only to avoid any confusion between the mode of
being of the Holy Spirit and His energetic manifestation or His activ-
ities, but also to point out that this wut’ &vépyeiav» procession of
the Holy Spirit «through» the Son is eternal and as such must not be
restricted or confused with His temporal mission.

It 1s true, tbat not all Greek Fatbers, particularly the ancient
ones, dealing with ibe procession of the Holy Spirit are always explic-
it or clear cut in their account. We have to remember though, that the
issue became a theological problem for the Greek Fachers only in the
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9th century. Therefore early authoiities such as Gregory of Nyssa,
Epiphanius, Didymus of Alexandria, Cyril of Alexandria ete. in a time
when the issue of the procession of the IHoly Spirit was undefined,
unclarified and unsettled, have made statements which if they are to
be evaluated in themselves and with later standards can be interpreted
in the sense of Filioque. This conclusion, though, cannot be main-
tained when these statements are considered within the whole trini-
tarian thought of these Fathers.

In spite of certain ambiguities one point, I think, is beyond ques-
tion, namely that the ‘consesus’ of the Greek Fathers never tolerated
an hypostatic procession of the Holy Spirit «a patre Filioquen even in
the sense of «ex utrogue tanguam ab uno principio et uni:a spirationen.
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