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Kas!ow, F!orence and Sussman, Marvin  (Eds.), Cults    Mar-
riage and Family Review, Yol. 4, Nos. 3/4, New Yor'k: The  Press 

 192. 

The p!ethora of cu]ts  recent years compelled theo!ogians, cJergy, psycho!-
ogists, socio!ogists and other pub!ic officials and !eaders to study serious!y this 
AmeI'ican religious phenomenon. There is a gr'eat dea! of literature circu!ating, both  
the religious community and among the genera! public.  great number of books 
and artic!es written by c!ergy assist !oca! c!turches to disseminate information to 
their congregations.  addition,  documentaries and specia! programs inform 
the public of the dangers that these religious cults present, especially  the youth. 

The pr'esent work is a collection of essays by specialists  socio!ogy and psy-
cho!ogy. The objective of this \vork is  present the cults from an unbiased perspec-
tive. The essays are well written and of a hig!l sc!lolarly quality. 

The first essay, «The Cult Phenomenon: Historica!, Socio!ogicaJ, and Fami!-
ia! Factors Contributing to Their Dve!opment and Appea!» was written by Lita 
L. Schwartz, professor of Educationa! Psycho!ogy at Penn. State University and 
F!or-ence Kas!ow, family ther'apist and editoI' of the     

   this essay t!le authors present tJle !tistorica! deve!opment and 
the psychoJogica! background  the prob!em of the destructive cu!ts. The book 
deals with the socio!ogical and psycho!og'ical approach of the totalist psycho!ogy, 
the mind manipu!ation, and br·ainwashing.  chart is inc!uded  show the 
tant characteristics that various l'e!igious gI'oups and cu!ts have  common. At 
tlle end  tlle essay many valuable references  tlte cults are included. 

Tlte second essay, «The Dynamics of Mass Conversion,» by Christopller, G. 
Edwards, an ex-cultist, author of  101' God and editor of Genetic Technology 
News, presents some interesting statistics about those joining the Unification 
Church, as well as giving a personal account of the author's experiences as a cu!t 
member and of going througll thought alteration and thougllt reform. He explains 
how the cu!ts recruit and their successful brainwashing tllrough rigid rules and 
systematic teaching. 

The third essay,  TypoJogy  Family Responses  a New Religious Move-
ment,» was written by James  Beckford, senior  at the University of 
Durham, England. He gives an Qverview of  cults     
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psychological and sociological impact  the family. He points  three types  
.family .responses  relatives joining the cult: incomprehension, anger and ambiv'a: 
lence, He points 'out that those joining the cults are  from broken homes but 
from normal families. 

The fourth is written by Thomas Robbins, a sociologist, and Dick Anthony; 
both ·are connected wi th the Cen ter for the Study  New  at the Gl'aduate 
Theological  Bel'keley,   «Cu!ts,  and Community,» the 
authors refel'  the definition  cultism as follows: «The term 'cu!t' is incl'easingly 
used by both scholal'S and populal' writel's  l'efer  mal'ginaI 01' deviant spil'itual 
moverhents...»  58. They attempt  define the tel'ms «cult" and «sect,» «cuItS» and 
culture,» «cu!tS» and «community,» and «cu!ts» and «family.» They suggest «Iongi' 
tudinal studies»  make an ohjective assessment  the cults by studying convel'ts 
who stay with the cult a l0ng time. They analyze the «nuclear» family and the 
sociological changes  family Iife that make many traditional-minded Americans 
find sUl'rog'ate families  the cults. 

The fifth essay, «Cults Versus Families:  Case of Misattribution of Cause?», 
was written by Brock  Lilburne, a graduate student  the Depal'tment of Social 
Psychology, and James  Richardson, professor  sociology at the Univel'sity  
Nevada at Reno. The approach  this al'ticle   the injustices done  the 
cults by «anti-cultists.» The anti-cultists use ideological bias models  combat the 
cults, They claim  offer a «corl'ective view»  the «ovel'-reaction»  some pro-
fessionals, They offer three pages  references for furthel' study  the subject. 

«Families and Cults»  the sixth essay, authored by Tel'esa Mal'ciano, Pl'o-
fessor  sociology at Fairleig'h Dickinson University, Teaneck, New Jersey. The 
author analyzes the claim  the family  the children  the Soviet  and 
United States.She points out that the Soviet state «delegates» family rig'hts  the 
childl'en. For instance, the family  stripped  its rights to have theil' childl'en re-
ceive religious   chul'ch, but the Soviet law allows the family  tl'ans-
mit religious values within the family.  the United States  recent years the 
COUl'ts have taken away the rights  pal'ents  order  protect the we1fare  the 
childl'en. Cases  such childl'en al'e  J ehovah's Witnesses who refuse blood tl'ans-
fusion. It  unfail'  the authol'  this essay  compal'e St. Fl'ancis  Assisi  
today's cult pl'actice  conversion, I'Unning away fl'om home and wealth   
to live an ascetic life. The basic difference, ho\\'evel', is that St. Francis did it  
Chl'ist who alone  Lord, whel'eas the cultists exa!t theil'leader  the divine 
ship. 

«The perfect Families: Visions  the Future  a New Religious Movement» 
is the seventh essay. The authors are David  Bromley, associate professor and 
chail'man  the Department  Sociology, University   Anson D. Shupe, 
Jl'., associate professor, Department  Sociology, Univel'Sity  Texas at Arlington, 
and Donna L. Oliver, a doctoral candidate at. the University  MassachllRetts. This 
paper examines «the family stl'Ucture as it is :ideal!zed  the ideology  the 

 Church and as  is envisioned by members  the church (Moonies) who are 
moving toward  formation.»  30). 

The next essay gives an accollnt  two parents who experienced their daugh-
tel"s conversion  the Unification Chllrch and her subsequent deprogramming. 
This  artjclEi W?-I! ""ritten by Mi\r\e and  }l.ershel1,pseudonyms, and give:; 
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a' personal story  the bitter experience that many .parents go through with the 
cult involvement  their children.  ({Our involvement with a Cult,» they recommend 
that «professional people such as clinical psychologists, clergymen and women, and 
psychiatrists must become familiar· with the background and operations ofthe 
cu1ts.»  130). This article  extreme]y va]uab]e  clergy and parents  order.  
be informed and understand the pain  those who are involved  the cults. 

The ninth essay is «The Cult Phenomenon: Behavioral Science Perspectives 
Applied  Therapy,» The author is Marvin F. Galper, a practicing psychiatrist  

San Diego. The article ,cpresents and synthesizes some of the socia] science findings 
which dea] with the American reJigjous cult.»  142).  addition, the artic]e refers 

 the totaJist organizatjons that emerged  other cultural contexts. It also points 
 t that there is absolute need for professiona] help  those who have been success-

fully deprogrammed. 
Dr. Donald J. Attenberg, M.D., Executive Director, Eagleville Hospital 

and Rehabilitation Center, Eagleville, Pa., wrote the tenth art.icle  this collection, 
«Therapeutic Community and the Danger  the Cu]t phenomenon». This is an ex-
cellent artic]e  therapeutic communities that emerg'ed during' the same period as 
the cnlts as a treatment for drug addiction and other drug abuse problems. The 
model for the therapeu tic communities was the group Alcoholics Anonymous, one  
the  drug-alcohol therapeutic communities and the prototype  such commnni-
ties that f()llowed is Synanon. The author points  the similarities and the differ-
ences between the cults and the therapeutic communities. He gives va]uable historical 
background  the development and the practices  the therapeutic communities. 
It is noted here how its leader, Charles  Dederich  incorporated Synanon  
1958 and how he became dominant  challenge, placing' the entire community 
at his will. 

The eleventh essay, «Information Search Strategies: Cults and the Family,» 
is an extremely valua))Je bibliographic guide  the research  the cults. It was 
written by Jonathan  Jeffery, acting head, Documents and Map Department, 
Morris Library, University  De]awar'e, and Patricia W, J effery, lecturer for the 
Writing Center at the   Delaware. This article g'ives suggestions for 
dexes, books, pubJications, journals and computer services and other helppful ma-
terials  the study and enJightenment  the topic  cults and family from the 
social science perspective. 

The twelfth and ]ast essay, «Analytic Essay: Cults,» was written by Kris 
.reter, Ph.D., a trainer, human development specialist and associate with Beacon 
Associates, Ltd., Inc.  this essay, four recent books are analyzed covering the 
following movements: Gnosticism, the Church  Scientology, the Process, and est. 
The books that were analyzed are: Pagels, Elain, The Gnostic GospeZs, New York: 
Random House, 1979; Wallis, Roy, TlIe    Freedom, New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1977; Bainbridge, William Sims,  power:   

 Cult, Berkeley, California:   CaJifornia Press, 1978; 
Bartley, YVilliam Warren,  Jl1e1'ne1' ,  The     
The Fonnding of est, Ne\'1' Yorl,: Clarl,son  Potter, 1978. This article attempts 

 show that «the beliefs, ideologies, and practices  ancient religions do recycle 
 movements throughout the ages.» 

This collection of twelve essays is  valuable to the study  the cults and 
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the family from the point of view of sociology, psychology and politics. The totalist 
group psychology and totalitarian control of individuals and the break-up of. the 
family is measured by sociological methods to give the reader a clear view of the 

 that cults can bring to the family. One shortcoming that this book has, from 
my perspective, is that the religious, philosophical and theological analysis and re-
futation of the cults is missing. One would have to go to other titles written by theo-
logians to find the theological roots of these new heresies. 

 highly recommend this scholarly work toaJl those who are interested  
preserving the family and .protecting it from the danger of the contemporary here-
sies and cults. 

Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School  Theology 

Rev. GEORGE C. PAPADEMETRIOU 


