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St. J  h  C h r  s  s t  m, Discourse on Blessed    tlIe Greeks. 
and,   tlIe   Christ is God. Trans. Marg'a-
ret  Schatkin and Paul W. Harkins.    the ChuI'ch,  73. 
Washington, D. C., The Catholic University of America Press, 1985,  

The wide interest among' western scholars  the Patristic writings has been 
responded to, especially by the Catholic University of America and especially ,vith 
the publication ofthe series of the Fathers,  English translation. The present 
ume by St. J ohn Chrysostom is an invaluable service  contemporary Christians. 
The t,vo works  apologetics written by the great preacher of the fourth century 
is extremely useful today  understanding the Church Fathers and  understand-
ing the use  arguments  defence  tJ1e Christian message. 

The first part  the book is a discourse  St. Babylas and a defence  Chris-
tianityagainst the attacks  pagan tl1inkers  the fourth century. The transla-
tor  this part is the  competent patristic scholar, Dl'. l\>Iargaret Schatkin. She 
provides an excellent introduction that supports the scholarly evidence of the date, 
authenticity a,nd argument  the discourse. Chrysostom argues  favor  the su-
periority of the Christian religion over aJl other religions. The life and miracles of 
Christ are a proof  Christian truth as are the miracles of the martyrs and theil' 
relics. Dr. Schatkin gives a literary analysis and other important facts related t.  
the text and possible historical facts related to tl1e discourse. . 

The translator went into the .great scholarly detail  annotating the text, 
giving in-depth analysis  the tradition and model'il litel'ature that explains spe-
cific terms'. She gives us an excellent translation  tl1e Greek text and presents the 
arguments of Chrysostom  a way that the modern person can follo'v \\'ith great 
ease.  the present ,vork, the other\\'ise lost text  the lamentation of Libanius is 
preserved  '136  St. J ohn Chrysostom presents it hel'e to sl10w the futility  

a sophist ]ament and the futility of the  vocation of Zeus. 
The second work,   the   ChI'ist is God, is 

aJso an excellent translation. The text is pl'eceded by an anaJysis and the problems 
related to it. This ,vork ,vas written by Chrysostom to ShO'N that the Christian re-
ligion has triumphed over pag'anism because  the po,vel' and divinity  Christ. 
The divinity  Christ ,vas predicted  the Old Testament and by His own words. 
Though Chrysostom refel'S to the Jews, ]1e does  go into detail to disprove the 
Je,vish religion. He promises to continue a ]onger  against the Jewish 
religion. Dr. Harkins points out that tl1e abrupt ending  the Demonstration is 
an indication that Chrysostom either  not finish the text  tl1at he fulfilled 
his promise by writing his work, Discourses    

Both of these ,,'orks are extremely valuable to the understanding  Chry-
sostom's thought and method  rhetol'ic as 'vell as to the understanding  life  

fourth century  D.  Antioch, Syria. lt contains a scholal']y and informative note 
\vhich is very helpfu\  the readership. A\so,  contains a bibliography and indices. 

The Cat!10lic University  America pl'Ovides a great service  tl1e EngJish-
speaking wor]d by  accessible the Church Fathel's  t]1e English language. 
As Greek Orthodox Christians, we are grateful for tllis scholarly endeavor and 
rejoice for the pastristic \vork that leac!s to a better understanding of our great 
Christian heritage and draws us evet' closer to tl1e blessed event  unity. 

 Protopl'esbyter Dr. GEORGE C. PAPADEMETRIOU 
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