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   T ext - Type New   Cri ticism . Harry  Sturz. Nash -
 Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1984.   305. 

New Testament scholars  recent years produced count less studies  t ex-
't ual 'cr it icism of the Grcek    Seldom, if ever, however, afi intelligent and impar-
tial discussion is    the Byzantine, Constant inopolita n textus receptus . 

The Byzant ine Greek tcxt of the New Test ament was for centuries the  
widcly used tcxt    F. Wcst cott and F. J .     the nineteenth century 
considered     Ncw Test amcnt cri tics tod ay consider  inferi or  the 
curr ent critical Greek text. 

 th e present s tudy by Dr. Harry  St urz the thesis  prop osed th at thc 
  Greek text "is essenti al for any student of th e New Testament who seeks 

a mcans of evaluat ing external evidencc for readi ngs»  9).  th e first part of th e 
book Sturz summarizes current trends toward the Byzantine tex t. The aut hor be-
gins his discussion with the dcfinition of "Byzantine». Thc text refcrs  thc Greek 
uncials, semi-unciaJs and minuscule manuscripts of the Ne,v Test ament. It  the 
majority text and includes th e Syriac and Goth ic versions. This text has   origins 

   Byzan tine Emp ire.   a]so referred  as "Antiochian»,    "Constantino-
    etc . This text  the most quoted text by the Church Fatllers from 

.S t. J ohn Chrysostom  and is behind the textu s recept us and the King J ames 
. version   13).  this first chapter, St urz out lines th e background of thc debat e 

 Byzantine and critical texts beginning  th e last century with West cott-Hort 
who rejected the Byzantine text as obsolete and Burgon-Hills who supported it as 
prim ary. 

 th e second chapter the author summarizes the arguments of thc support 
tha t the Byz antine text of the New Testament is second ary. This is near concensus 
among modern scholarship . West cot t and Hort contended th at th e Alexandrian 
text origina ted  the second centu ry and preserves the original text as attcsted by 
the quotes by Origen. There are scholars such as  C. Clark who hold th at both the 
Alexandrian and West ern texts origina ted  th e second century and th e Byzantine 

  four th . Wescott-Hort arg'ued that the Byzantine tex t must be lat e because 
 is evident that  was edited from th e other tw o type s; i.e. the Alexandrian and the 

VVest ern. The Byza ntine includ es both and th erefore  is longer. The second reas on 
Wescott-H ort reject it is th at the Fathers of the Church keep silent, i.e.,  Church 
Father attest ed  the     before Chrysostom, wllereas supporting pat risti c 
evid ence is found for the Alexandrian, especially  Origen. The third reason Wes-
cot t -Hort rej ected th e Byzan tin e text is that th ey conte nd th e readin gs compared 

 th e oth er tcxts are inferior  conten t and sty le which indicates th at it was edite d 
and therefore corru pted. 
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  the third chapter Dr, Stu rz summariz es the arguments of th e support 
th at the Byzantine text is primary . J ohn W. Burgon and E d\vard  Hills support 
the thesis that the Byz antine text is pr imary text, the Traditional tex t , the «norm» 
fromwhich all oth er texts are judged.  basic premise of thi s view is that th e 
agreement of a large maj ori ty of individual manuscripts constitnte the chief evidence 
for the tru e text because sllch    indicates   divine ly prese rve d texts» 

 32), 
 rests his ent ire argu ment of     upon God's provid ence. 

He clai ms tha t the  of manuscripts with the Byzantine Greek    
dence that the   preserv ation ope rated within the Greek Chllrch» and 
this should be the determin ing criter ion for the tru e text. 

 the fourth chapter the aut hor exa mines the strengths and weakn esses 
of the argument that the Byzantine text is primary . The author asks «how can ,God's 

     be limi ted   1,0  of the Byz antine area ?» Then he s ta tes th at early 
Chnrch Fathers su cl1 as 1renaeus used the Western text , St. Athanasios used th e 
Alexandrian text, and yet bo th were Orthodox, It is pointed out th at Greek was 
spoken and   tl1 e Churches of Caesa rea , Alexand ria and Rome.    
pelled 1,0 correc t a statement tl1at Tischendorff saved from destruction th e Sinait ic 
manllscript from the monks of St . Catherine' s monastery  Mount Sinai.   fact 
is that this mann scr ipt \vas preserved there for several centur ies \vithout «destruc-

   45).  tradition among' th e monks   Pal estine is th at Tischendorff   
th e man uscript which he later sold 1,0 Russia . The defense for the Byzant ine text is 
related 1,0 the defense of the King J ames version .   pln rality of the   
Greek text is th at the Janguage  the East cont inlled 1,0 be Greek \vhereas  th e 
vVest the nativ e Janguage became La tin , The Greek New Testament text was I'epr o-
dnced  an    number of mannscripts  1,0 th e fall of    
thi s being the reason for the plur'ality of the Byzant ine Greek texts and from that 
the King James Version is derived, 

 the second pa r t of the book Sturz snmmarizes the I'easons for considering 
his thesis \vhich is th at the Byzant ine text is ind ependent.  allthor points out 
that recent discover ies of papyri supp ort th a t the Byzantine tex t is   fourih cen-
tury but second   ScholaI's such as Bruce Metz ger' and others adinit th e 
Byzan tine text was   dreamed up buL has  origin  th e second centu ry. 80, 
the conclusion of th e author is th at, «the papyri supply valid evidence that distin c-
tive Byzant ine I'eadings were  cr'eated  th e fonr th cent llry but \vere alrea dy  
existence before the end of the second and th at, because of t his , Byz antine rea dings 
meI'it serious consideration»   69). The claim is made that the Byzan tine text and 
the Western text agree because both have their orig in  th e Eas t   71). It \vould 
be nn thinkable for a Byzantine PatriaI'ch 1,0 send envoys 1,0 Italy 1,0 procnre a Greek 

   which   its anthoI'ity  the Orth odox . The Western tex t which 
originated  the E ast was can ied do\vn th e mainst ream of t he Byzantine Chnrch 

 73). The discovery of th e early papyri made the arg ument of the patristic   
against the Byzantine text   Also, the longer I'eadin g is   proof of lateness. 
He sLates th at ,   the Byzant ine text has evolved  t\VO  three forms and has 
gone throngh several s tages... nevertheless  has main tained a high degree of homo-
geneity . It has   undergone an ex tensive    from the   text-
t ypes»  125). Stur z insists tha t th e Byzantine tex t is   a   of "ant ecedenL 
Alex andrian and Western   as conject tll'ed by Wescott-Hort, bnt is an inde-
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pendcnt \vitnes s   second century tradition of   locale»'(p. 128).   tllesis of 
\Vescott-Hort th at th e Byzantine text is late, textu aIly mixed and secondary  
form, tllat ,vas su pported by   apparen t arguments of conflate readings, pa tI'istic 
silen ce and intr insic character are  longer    account of the accumulated 
data s ince   day of Wescott-Hor t. For tllat reason St urz concludes  his Lhesis 
that "the Byzantine text should be given equal weigllt, along witl l the Alexandrian 
and "Western» tex ts ,  evaluat ing external evidence for readin gs»  130). 

Dr . Sturz pro vides numerous   comparati ve I'eadings, variant I'eadin gs, 
tables and analysis of data  sup port his th esis th at th e Byzant ine Greelc text of 

  Ne\v Test ament ougllt  J)e considered as an independen t source  th e critical 
evaluation of th e Christian Scriptures. The present volume is \veIl-presented  a 
systemat ic and analytic \vay th at provides adcquate matcrjaJ for th e NewTest a-
ment student and scholar  determine   valu e of tlle Traditional Byzantine text . 

 provid es an exceIlent bibli ograpllY   231-274)  th e New Testament Textual 
Cri ticism that must bc consulted by aIl those involved  the New Testament stu-
dies. AIso  includes an ind ex th at is helpful  the reader . 

Thc s tudy of the present volume gave me the opport unity  once aga in study 
th e New Testament problems of textual cr it icism.  must confess that nejther  my 
studies at   Seminary   my gradua te studies have  encountered the    of 
the Byzant ine textus I'eceptus  a comprchensive study.  Baptist minister severa l 
years ago gave me Bourgon's boolc that ,vhet ted my appet ite  study th e issuc 
somcday. This J)ook was a blessing because  presented the issue someday. This 
book was a blessing because  presente d th e problems and arguments  a 
scholarly mann er.  is a classic  th e area of the Byzant ine text and    cri-
ticism. It is interesti ng   th at th e autho r refers  the Orthodox Church as 
folIo\vs: «The   Cllurch has consis tently resis tcd attempts  revise its text 
and version away  the Byzanti ne norm»   14,  4). This statement is correct, 
th at Orthodoxy zealously guards   pu rity of the Holy   th rough out the 
centuries. This is ano ther indication of the commitment of the Orthodox Christi an 
Church  pr eserve th e jJnrity of the Gospels and witness   Orth odox message 
throughont th e ag'es, 

 highly recommend tll is volume  be readby aIl Orthodox Christians, espe-
cia lly by    of theology an d Pri ests  order  better und erstand the origin 
of   New Test ament Greek text which goes ba ck 'to the sccond centnr y and often 
has been pI'oven  be th e original. 

GEORGE C. PAPADEMETRIOU 


