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  s k  u C h r  s  s t  m  u (Gera.simos S. Zafoiris), Quo   
  (Athens, 1988),  414.    

The closing of the 20th century presents  with  chal-
lenges and major  Challenges provoked by the growth and influence 
of non-Christian religions;  fol' positive contributions because of the 
decline of materialistic and atheistic ideologies. Notwithstanding the magnificent 
advances  medicine,physics, technology and oth er area.s of human endeavor, hu-

 is groping for spiritual values.  nations aro going through a crisis of 
conscience conducting self-criticism and self -evaluation. Greece is   exception. 

 the la.st twenty years  parLicular Greek philosophers, theologi ans, sociologists, 
political scientists, hist orians have engaged  many dialogues concerning the future 
of th eir  

The author of the present probing and vibrating volume is   of tl10  
theologians and hierarchs of modern Greece who ha.s p:u'ticipated  many  
and ecumenical dialogues.  graduate of Orthodox theology, he ha.s spent several 
years  Wostern Europe and the United States earning two doctorates and writing 
several important studies  New Test ament exegesis and contemporary theologi-
cal issues.  is the bishop (with the title of Metropolitan )of   of the most popu-
lous and problematic dioceses of Greece. 

 have provided the above background  order  empha.size th o crucial 
importance of tho present book, authored by someone immersed  theological 

  but also  pa.storal experience. 
The central question he is addressing is: "Where al'e you going Church of 

Greece?»  writes a.s  individual; he records porsonal visions; he criticizes the 
Administrative apparatus of the Church and 11e spares   Church officialdom 
nor state dignitaries. His concern is the creation of a vigOl'ous Church,  Orthodox 
Christianity which can guido the Greek   and influence th e Greek state.  is 
neither polemic nor anti-state.  writes with a pl'Ofound sense of urgency and a 
deep concern for the future of th e    His pastoral COJ1cern is evident throughout 
his timely book. 

The Greek Orthodox Church ha.s been for many centuries identified with 
the state. But today it faces   homogeneous  of believers but a st ate 
which promotes secul:u'ization, affecting several area.s th at had been under th o 
fluence of the Church. Thus Metropolitan Chrysostomos addresses questions con-
cerning Church and state relations,  identity and education, public morality 
and personal ethics, tradition and    science and religion, and several mol'e 
cont omporary issues. Some of th ese issues becam o  acute  th e la.st  or so 
years. Calculated efforts were made by the socialist government  introduce mea-
sures catalytic of the Christian Orthodox eth os and established tradition. 

Bishop Chrysostomos rightly believes that the Church ha.s a place    
arena of life, The Church is  of this world but  cannot withdraw from the problems 
and the agonies of this world.  is critical of the apathy of churchmen but also of 
political manipulations. He calls upon the faithful and ecclesia.stical leadership  
particular  take a stand  issues affocting the values of the people and the future 
of the  

This is   of the most vigorous voices against tl1e socularizing and 
cizing forces  modern Greoce.  a way this is a prophetic voice which wa.s raised 
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several years before the collapse of Marxi sm  EasLern Europe.   though he 
dram atizes the spiritual and moral   th e social, political, edu cational, and  
nomic     of the nation , Metropolitan Chrysostomos does  engage  jeremiads. 
He calls upon bishopi:1, pri ests, clergy and laity alike  revitalize the Church and 
reverse the tr ends.      that before the healthy forces of the Church move, 
it is necessary that they exercise self-criLicism and engage  dialogue - a dialogu e 
between th e ecclesiastical leadership and the faithful , who are ofte n overlooked by 
the Admin isLraLive     The episcopate by  is  the Church, and 
necessary reforms should be a collecti ve, synodic, but also homoph onic effort . 

 though the book was written for the faithful an d th e Episcopate of 
Greece,  is of pan-Orthodox importance. His recommendati ons for reacti ons agains t 
secular ization; th e measures he proposes for a reorganizati on of the diocesan districts; 
his call for a more activ e role of the laity  the issues confronting the Church; his 
appeal for a closer cooperation of clergy and laity  of pan- Orthodox inLeresL. 

OrLhodox and non-Orthodox ChrisLians will find th e Lhird part of the book 
«Church and Modern World»   201-255) of particular interest. We only hope that 
th e author's courageous voice find s an echo  the ears of as many OrLhodox 
Christia ns as possible, and  the ears of eyery OrLhodox bishop. 

DEMETR IOS J . CONSTANTELOS 


