YYNAEILY OPOOAOEQN I[IPOKAOHMENQN
AToQAoELS

T§) mpooxhnoel tiig A.©. Havoaydmrog, 100 Otrovuevinod [atouaoyov %.x.
BagpBolopaiov ovviihBov ot Maxagiotator [Tooxabnuevol tdv Ayiotdtov
Atrtoxrepalov 'O008000EmV "ExxAnoidv, Mg ®al ol AviLtgoommol Tdv *mlvé-
VIOV (V0L TOQAOTMOLY aTorTQoomnns Maxaguwtdtmy [atoudoyov Aviioyeiog
r.x. Toavvov I’ Agyemondmov ABnvav xai taong EAGdog %.x. Tepmviuov
B’ nai Mntpomohitov Bapoopiag xai waong ITohwviag ».x. appa, eig Luva-
Ewv, mpayuaromownOeioay év td év LaumeCy T'eveimg "*OpBod0Ew Kévipw tod
Ourovuevirod Tatprayeiov, amo 21ng €mg 28ng Tavovagiov 2016, mog 6QL-
oty dropoppmory tiig ‘Hueonotog AwataEemg Tijg Ayiag xat Meyalng Xuvo-
dov tilg ’OpB0d0E0v "Exxlnoiag xai Emiomevoty xai OMOXAMQMOLV Tiig oo
QUOREVTIS QWTHIG, OLEVBETNOLY OE TAOMY TV €V TQOREWUEV) AETTOUEQELDV, KOO’
NV amepaotodnoay T xaTwoL:

1. ‘H Ayia o Meydahy Xovodog 00 ouvérOY ouv Oed &v Ti) €v Kohupmagio
Kioauov "Op80d0Em Aradnuig Konmg, amo 18ng €mg 27n¢ Touvviov 2016. T
18y diov unvog, Zoffary v Puydv, teheobnoeton Ocior Agttovpyio ®ol
‘Tepov Mynuoouvov UmteQ avamaoews Taviov v Ve Tig 'OpBodoEov ITi-
OTEMS AYWVIOAUEVOV ROL TELELWOEVTOV £V aTH) OC RO VITEQ TMV REXOTLAROTOV
A TV TEoTaRAoREVIV THS AYiag xol Meyding Zuvodou keXOUNUEVWYV TOTE-
owv %ot adehpdv UMV, €t 6¢ i) Meydin ‘Eoprtij tijg Aytag [evimrootig te-
AeoBnoeton Zulheitovpyov 1iv "OpBodoEwv Ilpoxatnuévav v 1 Tepd Nad
‘Aylov Mnva ‘Hooaxhetov. At égyaotion ths Xuvodov B apyioovv ueta v Oci-
av Aettovpyiav tiig Aevtépag 100 Ayiov ITvevuatog, Ohoxinowbnoovion d¢ €v
Evyapiotioni) Xuvaget i) Kvotoxij tov Ayimv Idviwv.

2. Eidwh) "Emitpomy), amaulopnévn €€ £vog avtutpoommov €€ éxaotg "Ex-
rMotog, éEovopalouévou uéyot téhovg mpooeyots Pepfoovapiov, B ouveLd
v 1f) 'O00000Em Aradnuig Konmng, amo Ing €mg 16mg “Tovviov €.£., 1pOg oUv-
1oLy oyediov Mnviuarog Tiig Zuvodov, to 6motov Ba Bewoen i) Vo v "Obo-
doEwv Tpoxadnuévav, T 17y idlov unvog, mTEOS TOQATOUTNV €V OUVEYELY Ti|
Ayig zot Meyahn Zuvodg.

3. Eig ™v ‘Hueonolav Avdta&wy thg Aylog xai Meyalng Xuvodov, diahap-
pévovron to raTwOL BEparTor:
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o) Amootoh) tiis 'Oe0000E0v "ExxAnoiag €V 1G) ouyYe0vm ®OoU.

B) ‘H *Op00d0Eog Awaomopd. ‘H ‘Tepa LOvagig ag’ £vog pev €xouvev ot O
0o Tiic A’ TIpoouvvodirilc MavopBodoEov Awaoxéypews (2009) ovotabeic Be-
opog 1V "Emoromr@v Xuvehevoewv £xaotayol tiig ‘OpBodoEov Alaomopds
gheLTONQYNOEV EmTUY S %Ol GtedelyOn Avottedng, €meldl) pavepmvel EumQd-
7twg ™V Evomra T "'Op00d0Eov "Exxlnoiag ot Toowbel v ovvepyaoiov
TV EXRANOLOOTIRAV TAQOVOLDV €V T} Alaomod, €’ ayafd tdv "OpBodOEmvV
TLOTAY, AQ’ £TEQOV d¢ dlemioTmae TV aduvauLay, TO Ye VOV €x0V, TEOS HeTapa-
OLV €15 TV a0oTNEMS ®ovoviriv Tawv tiis "Exxnotag. “O0ev, amepaoloey 0mwg
elonynoij eig v Aylav zat Meydinv Xovodov tv diatnenotv tod Beopod tov-
OV, dyQLS OV EMLOTH O ROUEOS, #ATOTLY DEUAVOENS TMY OLVONRMY, TEOS EQaQ-
UOYNV THG RUVOVIRTIG AXQUPELOC.

v) To Attovopov v i) ‘0030w "Exxhnoiq xai 0 10010 avaxrnouEeng
avTod.

d) To wvotnerov tod Tapov xat Ta ®wAVUATo aUToD.

¢) ‘H omovdaudtg g oTelog ®al 1) THONOLS QUTHS ONUEQOV.

ot) Iyxéoelg Tijc "0pB0d0Eov "Exxlnotog 1oog TOV MooV YOLOTLOVIXOV KO-
OUOV.

AwmotmBévrog on T Béuata 10 Avtoréparov év i) 'OpB000Ew "Exxhnoiq
20U O TQOTOG AVOrNEUEEMS QTOD el TO Alrtuya OEV ETUYOV OUOPMVOV AITO-
dOYMES ROTAL TAC EMOVELANUUEVOS OUVELEVOELS TiS AloB0dOEov TTpomapaoxreva-
ot "Emtoortiic, Mote va T ouv TeMr®S £yrioems Vo tvog Ipoouvodixiig
Awaorépemg xol amotelécovy oUtm Béparta tig Aylag xai Meyalng Zuvodov,
dev ovpmepreApBnoay eic ™v ‘Huepnowav AwataEwy avtiig xat 0 éEetaofotv
€v 19 uéMovui. Ilpog tovrole, dmepaoiodn omwg Exdotm Exxinola doedi éhev-
Bépa Tva arohovbi) Thv U’ aTiic ®ablepmBeioay TAELY TV ATTiymy.

“Ooov &popd gig 10 ‘Hugpoloyiaxov Znmua, Exolbn oxoOmuov 0mws Exd-
ot "Exxlnola dpedi) éhevBéga Tva i) 10 U’ avrtiic Bempoluevov mg Avot-
TEAEC OL0L TV TTVELHOTLRIY 0lxodouny ToD Toluviov avtiic ‘Huepohoylov, ymoig
TOUTO VO €7NQEEEALY TOV VO AVt TV "OQB0O0EMV ROLVOV £0QTAOUOV TOD
[Maoya.

4, Yvyrpoteitan [TavopBodoEog Tpauuateia thg Ayioag xai Meydalng Xuvo-
dov £§ €vog aviimpoommov €§ Exaotg Exxhnoiag, éEovopalouévou puéyol té-
hovg mpooeyotic Pefoovapiov. Avtn B0 Aettovyi) VO TOV OUVTOVIOUOV TOD
Toappaténg €mi tiig [pomapaoreviig s Ayiag ol Meyding Xuvodov. "Egyov
avtijc O etva:
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a) 7| dMuootevols TV opopmvws Vo t@v [poouvoddv IavopBodoEmv
Awaorépewv xai tTiv ZuvaEewv tdv IIporabnuévmy YeEVOUEVMY AOdEXTMY KEL-
uEVoV Tiig Nuepnotag dratdEeme T Luvodou €ig Tv €l ToUTe dMuoveynom-
oouévnV totooehda,

B) 1 mnoopdpnois tidv Méowv Ieviriic 'Evnueomoeng €mt toU €oyou ol
100 o%omod Tijg Zuvodov, Tf) ouvdooui] @MY TEOS ToTto cUUovAwY,

Y) 1 TOQOYH THS ATOUTOVUEVNS LATTLOTEVOEWG, KATOTLY OVOTACEWS TV "OQ-
0000EwV ExxAnoLdv, TV £VOLapeQopEVOVY OLdL TO £0Y0V THS Zuvodouv dnuooto-
YOOPOV KOl AVTUTORQLTMV, KO

d) ) Emuélerar howmdv Bepdtmv oYeTLLOUEVOV TTQOS TV YOOUUOTELCHRIV VITO-
otoEw Tiig Xuvodov.

5. Ai "Op00d0Eat "ExxAnoton duvavrar vo SNUOoLEVomOLY €ig T0 ETLONUOL
avTdV Opyava -Hhexteovird 1) vruma- 10 Vo TV ITgoouvodixdv ITavopBodo-
Eov Awaoxéypenv xat TV ZuvaEemv tdv "OpBodoEmv ITporatnuévav duopn-
Vg yevopeva amodexta xelpeva tijc Hueonotag AwataEews tiig uvodov mpog
TANQOPOENOLY TOD TTOLUVIOU iTMY, OC KO TTOVTOS € VOLOPEQOUEVOU.

6. TuvetdyOn rai €vexpidn Kavoviouog 'Ogyavmoemg xai Agrtovpylag tiig
Yuvodou.

7. Al ’000000E0 "ExxAnoton avolaufavouy v Ao ®owvod AVILUETOTLOLY
TMV OXOVOIXMY OOTaV®dV Tig OVYRANOEMS ®al AeLTovpyilag TS Zuvodov, &mt
0 fAoEL »oTAETLOONCOUEVOL TEOVTOAOYLOUOD.

8. ITpooraloDVTaL EIG TV EVAQXTNOLOV XAl THV ROTUANKTNOLOV CUVEDQLOV
Mg Xuvodou mg IMagatmontal Exmeocwmol yolotavir®dy "Exxinoudv 1 ‘Opo-
Loy, petd TV omolmv 1 "Op00d0Eog "Exxinoia dieEdyel Ogohoyrov Aid-
Loyov, Mg nol MMV YOLOTLOVIX®DY OQYAVWOEMY, MG RATWOL:

a) dvo éx tiic Poparorabolxilc "Exxinoiag,

B) €ic &% tiic Kommniic "ExxAnotog,

v) €i¢ éx Tiic 'Exnnotag tiic Aiblomiag,

8) eig &x Tiic Apueviriic ‘Exxdnotag 1ot Eropmordiv,

£) ei¢ é% 100 KaboMroodrov Tiic Kihniag,

or) &ig &% Tiig TvpoionmpBruxilc Exxinotag,

Q) elc &x tiic Ayyhraviriic ‘Exxnotog,

n) 6 Agylenioronog 1@V [TaharoxaBoirdv e ‘Evooewg tiig Ovtpéytg,

0) €ic & tiic Mayroopiov AovBnpavixiic “Ouoomovdiag,

t) 6 Tevinog Toapportevg tot [Mayroouiov Zuppoviiov Exxinoi@v xat 6 At-
evbuvtic tic "Emtporntiic ITiotig xai Ta&ig 1o avtod Zuupoviiov,
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) 6 ITpdedpog tot Xvupoviiov Evpmmdindv Exxinodv,
) 6 Tevirog Toaupatevs o0 Zupufoviiov "Exxinowdv Méong Avatohiic,
RO
ty) 6 TIpoedpog to Xvupoviiov tiig Evayyehxriic "Exxinotog tiig Teopa-
viog.
Youretv, 27 Tavovapiov 2016

T 0 Kovotavuvourolews BapBohouaiog, TTpdedpog
T 0 Mntpomohitng I'Epwv Agovtomorems Taponh
(¢ mpoowmov 1od Tatoudpyov AheEavdpeiag Oeodmov B')
T 0 Mntpomohitng Toadx
(¢% mpoowmov tod [Matoudpyov Avtioyetog Twdvvou 1)
T 6 Agyernioromog Kovoravrivig ‘Apiotopyog
(¢% mpoowmov tod [Matprdpyov Tegocoriumv Beopirov I'')
T 6 Mntpomohitng Kigfov "Ovoigprog
(% mpoommov 10?0 Iatouapyov Mooyag Kupilhov)
T 6 Xepplag Eipnvaiog
T 0 Povpaviag Aovini
T 6 Bovlyaptag Nedgutog
T 0 Tewpylog "Hhog B
T 0 Néag Tovonviavijc »ai aong Kumpov Xopvoodotouog B
T 6 Mnroomohityg ‘Hhelog Teppavog
(é% mpoowmov Tob Aylemoromov ABnvav xai maong EAAadog
‘Teowviuov B")
T 0 "Emioromog Liepatitoe empylog
(¢% mpoowmov Tot Mntpomohitov Bapoopfiag xat wdong [Tohwviag
zafpa)
T 0 Tipavvav ot aong AMaviag Avootaotog
T 0 ITpéow rat maons Toeylag xat Lhoforiag Paotiohdf
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SYNAXIS OF THE PRIMATES OF ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Decisions

At the invitation of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
Their Beatitudes, the Primates of the Most Holy Autocephalous Orthodox
Churches and the representatives of Their Beatitudes Patriarch John of Anti-
och, Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens and All Greece, and Metropolitan Sawa
of Warsaw and All Poland, participated in a Synaxis convened at the Orthodox
Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy, Geneva from January 21-
28, 2016, in order to finalize the Agenda of the Holy and Great Council of the
Orthodox Church, to accelerate and complete its preparation, and to coordinate
all other related details. During the Synaxis, the following was decided:

1. The Holy and Great Council will convene —-God-willing— at the Orthodox
Academy of Crete in Kolymbari, Kissamos, from June 18-27, 2016. On June
18", the Saturday of Souls, a Divine Liturgy will be celebrated, as will a
Memorial Service for the repose of all those who struggled and died for the
Orthodox Faith and for our fathers and brethren who labored for the prepa-
ration of the Holy and Great Council. Moreover, on the Great Feast of Pen-
tecost, a Concelebration of the Orthodox Primates shall be held in the Holy
Church of Saint Menas in Heraklion, Crete. The work of the Council shall
begin following the Divine Liturgy on Monday of the Holy Spirit and shall
conclude in a Eucharistic Synaxis on the Sunday of All Saints.

2. A Special Committee comprised by one representative from each Church, to
be appointed by the end of this February, shall convene at the Orthodox
Academy of Crete on June 9-16, 2016, to draft the Message of the Council,
which shall be reviewed by the Orthodox Primates on June 17" and later pre-
sented to the Holy and Great Council.

3. The Agenda of the Holy and Great Council is as follows:

a. The mission of the Orthodox Church in the contemporary world.

b. The Orthodox Diaspora. On the one hand, the Holy Synaxis deemed that
the institution of Episcopal Assemblies throughout the Orthodox Diaspo-
ra, as established by the 4" Pan-Orthodox Pre-Conciliar Conference
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(2009), has thus far proven to function successfully and efficiently because
it reveals the unity of the Orthodox Church in practice and promotes co-
operation among ecclesiastical presences in the Diaspora for the benefit
of the Orthodox faithful; on the other hand, the Holy Synaxis recognized
the inability to presently transition into the precise canonical order of the
Church. Thus, it was decided to propose to the Holy and Great Council
the preservation of this Institution until such time when conditions ripen
and allow for absolute conformity according to canonical precision.

c. Autonomy in the Orthodox Church and the means by which it is pro-
claimed.

d. The sacrament of Marriage and its impediments.

e. The importance of fasting and its observance today.

f. The relationship of the Orthodox Church with the rest of the Christian
world.

Realizing that the issue of Autocephaly in the Orthodox Church and the
means by which it is proclaimed and the matter of the Diptychs could not
garner unanimous acceptance during repeated meetings of the Inter-Ortho-
dox Preparatory Commission, and therefore not providing the conditions for
final approval by any Pre-Conciliar Meeting, which is required for issues to
become subjects for consideration by the Holy and Great Council, they were
excluded from the Agenda; they shall be reviewed in the future. In this way,
it was decided that each Church may freely follow its own established order
of the Diptychs.

Regarding the issue of the Church Calendar, it was deliberately agreed that
each Church shall freely follow the Calendar she deems expedient for the
spiritual edification of her flock, provided that such practice does not affect
the common Orthodox celebration of Pascha.

4. A Pan-Orthodox Secretariat of the Holy and Great Council shall be estab-
lished and comprised by one representative from each Church, who shall be
appointed by the end of February. This Secretariat shall operate under the
coordination of the Secretary for the Preparation of the Holy and Great
Council. It is tasked with the following:

® Publish the texts related to the Agenda that were unanimously accepted
by the Pan-Orthodox Pre-Conciliar Conferences and by the Synaxis of the
Primates on the Council’s website.
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e With the assistance of special consultants, inform the Mass Media about
the work and purpose of the Council.

® At the recommendation of the Orthodox Churches, accredit those jour-
nalists and correspondents interested in the work of the Council.

® Qversee other issues related to the Council’s clerical needs.

. In order to inform their flock and anyone interested in the Couuncil, the Or-
thodox Churches may publish on their official channels — electronic or in
print-the texts related to the Agenda of the Council that were unanimously
accepted by the Pan-Orthodox Pre-Conciliar Conferences and by the Synax-
is of the Primates.

. Rules of Operation for the Holy and Great Council were composed and rat-
ified.

. The Orthodox Churches shall jointly assume the cost of the convocation and
operation of the Council, according to the formulated budget.

. The following representatives of those Christian Churches or Confessions
with which the Orthodox Church maintains a Theological Dialogue, and rep-
resentatives of other Christian organizations shall be invited to the opening
and closing sessions of the Council as Observer:

Two from the Roman Catholic Church

One from the Coptic Church

One from the Church of Ethiopia

One from the Armenian Church of Etchmiadzin

One from the Cilician Catholicocate

One from the Syro-Jacobite Church

One from the Anglican Church

The Archbishop of the Old Catholic Church Union of Utrecht

One from the World Lutheran Federation

The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and the Direc-
tor of its Faith and Order Commission

The President of the European Council of Churches

The General Secretary of the Middle Eastern Council of Churches
® The President of the Council of the Evangelical Church of Germany

Chambésy, 27 January 2016

1 Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Chairman
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f Metropolitan Gabriel of Leontopolis
(representative of Patriarch Theodoros of Alexandria)

T Metropolitan Isaac
(representative of Patriarch John of Antioch)

1 Archbishop Aristarchos of Constantina
(representative of Patriarch Theophilos of Jerusalem)

T Metropolitan Onufry of Kiev and All Ukraine
(representative of Patriarch Kirill of Moscow)
1 Patriarch Irinej of Serbia
f Patriarch Daniel of Romania

f Patriarch Neophyte of Bulgaria
f Patriarch Ilia of Georgia

1 Archbishop Chrysostomos of Nova Justiniana and All Cyprus

T Metropolitan Germanos of Ilias

(representative of Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens and All Greece)

 Bishop George of Siemiatycze

(representative of Archbishop Sawa of Warsaw and All Poland)

T Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana, Durrés and All Albania

 Archbishop Rastislav of Presov and All Czech Lands and Slovakia
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IEPA YYNAZIY TQN IIPOKAOGHMENSQN
TN OPOOAOEQN EKKAHXYIQN

Kavoviouog "Ogyavooemg xol Agrtovgylog
i Aylag ®ol Meyaing Xuvodov
Tijc "OpBod0Eov "Exxinotogc

"ApBpov 1 — Eicaywyn

‘H Ayio xat Meydhn Zovodog, T xdort tiig Ayiag Touadog, amotehel avbe-
VIV EXQPQOOLY THS RAVOVIXIIS TOQAdO0EWS %o THS Lo QoVIriS ExxAnoLoL-
0TS TEAEEMS AL TV Aettovyiay Tol ouvodivoD CUOTHUOTOS €V T} Wi, aylg,
raBohxi] xat amootolxi] "Exxnoiq nai ovyraheiton Umo tiig A.0O. Iavaydm-
105 T00 Otrovuevinod Iatoiipyov, ouUPEOVOUVIWY %ol TV MaxaQLOTAT!WY
IMpoxaBNUEVOY TOOHY TOV VIO TAVIWV AVEYVOQLOUEVOV ROTO TOTTOUS OUTOXE-
@arov ’Op00d0EmV "Exxdnou®dv, ovyxoteitor 8¢ Vo Tdv 0QLoBEVTOV uehv
TV AVILTTQOOMITELDY QVTMV.

"ApBpov 2 — ZvyrAnoig Tijg Zuvodov

‘H ovyxAnoig tijg Zuvodou EEayyélhetan dua TV vabiepwuévmv Ioroiop-
v Toauudrov tod Owovpevirod IMatoudyov mpog mavrag tovg [poradn-
UEVOUS TMV RATO TOTOVS OUTOXEPALOY "ExxAnoidv, dia tdv Omolmv:

1. dvoryyélhetou 1) TeQATmotg Tiig mavopBodoEme dumogpaolodeiong Tposuvo-
duiic mpoetoaoiag TV Bepdtwv tiig uepnotag dataEews tig Luvodov,

2. 6piLetan O YOVOC %ail O TOTOS OLVVELEVOEMS TS LuvOdov, Tij OUVALVEDEL
v Moxagiwtdtov ITporabnuévov Tao®v MV ®oTd TOTOVS AUTOREPAAMV
"000030Ewv "Exxhnoudv, xai

3. ®OAET T ®OTd TOTOVS avTtorepahovs 'Op00d0Eovs "Exxlnotag va O9t-
0oLV, XoT0, T0. TavoEB0dOEWS cvumepmvnueva eig tag Teoas Xvvaseis tov Ma-
2r0QLTATOV [TooraBNUEVOV, TOUS EXTEOOMTOVS CVTMV €IS THV LUVOJOV.
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Kavoviouog "Opyavaroswg xai Agitovpyia
OFoAorIA 1/2016 touos Loy ¢ xat Agitovpytog

"ABpoV 3 — ZuyrpotoLs THg Xuvodou

Mén tHic Zuvddov eivan ol Vg’ Exdomc avtorepdrov "Op00d0Eov Exndn-
olag 0QLLOUEVOL ALOYLEQETS (MG EXTOCMITOL CVTH|C,

1. 6 GEWBUOg TV ueM®V naBwoiodn Vo Tiig Tepds XuvaEems v [Tpoxaby-
UEVOV TAOMY TOV ROTO TOTOVG aTtoxepalmv "OpB000Ewv "Exxinowdv (Pava-
owov, Magtiog 2014),

2. ai AVTILITEOOMITETAL dUVAVTOL VO CUVOIEVMVTOL ROl VIO ELORMY CUUBOV-
MOV, XAV, LOVOY®V 1) AXIXMV, GAL O GOLBUOS aTdy OEV dUvarTaL RO KoL-
vova va vepPaivy ta €€ (6) uéhn. Kahotvraw €miong »al tola fondntird ote-
Aéym (stewards) €€ éxaotng avtorepalov ‘OpBodoEov "Exxinolag.

3. ot eldurotl ovufovdrotl duvavtar va TaploTavton el Tog ouvedpiag tg ‘Olo-
uelelag tig Xuvodov, ymelc Opwg duralmua Adyou 1) Yyneov, Evd ogellovy va
gmrovotv 10 €oyov Tijg Toauuateias s Xvvodov 1) 1dv Tvvodixdv "Emi-
TOOTMY UETO, OLROUDUATOS AOYOU %Ol VO Ao%OTV TO AvaTBEueva €lg aiTovg
el xabMrovra.

4. gnaotog 10V [Tporabnuévov duvatar va €xy o’ ovtd €v 1) dvo, el du-
VaTOV, €% TV AQYLEQUTIRMV UEMDV THIS AviLmpoowrelag Tiig "ExxAnoiag autod
®OToL TV SLreLay T@v £Qyacidv tiig Xuvodov. ‘O TTpdedpog, Moye v noEn-
UEVOV VTTOYQEDMOEMV aToD, dUvatal var Exn o’ Eautd dVo Tolodta UEMY *al
gva yoaupotéa. Iavreg ol ovppoviol xabnvion dmobev v TTpoxabnuévmy,
noiL

5. &v ) mepurtmoer Tpoxabnuévog "ExnAnoiog tvog aduvarel vin maoaoti)
elg t0g €yaotog the Zuvodov 1) €ig Tiva TV ouvedQLdY aTiig, Opiletan dvti-
TEOOMTOS aTol, roTd T0 €V Endioty "Exxhnoiq ioyvovra, dotig »al xorahap-
Bdver v BEov aTod.

"ABpov 4 — TTpoedpia tiig Luvddou

‘H mpoedoia tdv £QYaodVv Tijg uvodou dorettaL:

1. v7o 100 Otrovuevirot Iatoudyov. Ot TTpoxabnuevol TV GAWOV xaTo
1omovg "OpB0d0Ewv "Exxlnoidv magaxdnvion éxatépmbev, notd v TaEwv
v Tepdv Auttvywv 100 Oixovpevivod [atolayeiov.

2. T0 WEM T@V AVTLITROCHITELDY TV ®aTd TOTOVS "OpB0d0EwV "ExxAnoidv
ROTATAOOOVTOL, XOTO TV TAEY TV Tepdv Auttiymv, €ig v xaboplobeioav
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oixelav B0V €V 1@ 1EQ® YDOW TOV CUVEIQLDV, ELG TV OUVAPELAY TS OTTOLOG
To00ETOVVTOL RO Ol E101XOL CVUBOVAOL EXAOTNG AVTLTTQOOWTELNLS TEOS OLEVRO-
AuvoLy Tijg CUVEQYOOLOG QUTAV.

"ApBpov 5
Apuodiomrteg 1ot ITpoédpov

‘O Tpoedpog Tijg Zuvodou:

1. xnevooeL TV EvaEwy xai Tv My tdv Eoyaoi@v Tijg Zuvodov,

2. ovvepydateton peta v TTporabnuévav tdv avtoxepdimy ‘OpB0d0EmV
"ExxAN0oLOV dLdL TOV TQOYQUUUOTLOROV TMV £QYAOLDV L TMV Beudtwy Tiig ue-
onotag dataEeme Tijg Zuvodou, Mg ETONS ®at L THV GUECOV AVILUETOTLOLY
olovdnmote Imuatog €ig v dtadractay 1 elg TV AeLtovoylav oTiic,

3. &ynpivel 0 TEOYOUUa TS AatpevTixiic Cmilg TV uehdv Tijg Xuvodov,

4. drevBuvel Tag dieEaryouevag ouinmoeLs elg ExAOTNY OVVEIQLOY UETAL OUV-
TOUWY ROTA TEQLTTOOLY OYOAMY OLlL TOV TANQECTEQOV GUVTOVIOUOV QUTMV IO
TV ATOOTOM|V THiS Zuvodov,

5. dldeL TOV MOyov eig T uéAn Tijg Zuvodou xai £yyvaTaL TV ToTHV THENoLY
2OL TV 000NV EQaoUoYNV TV Ay MV 10T Taedvtog Kavoviouod dua tiv evpub-
LOV %O ROTOL RAVOVA EXXANOLOOTUXIV TTOQELQLY TMV £QYAOLRY,

6. ovvtovitet 10 €pyov Tiig [TavopBodoEov Tpauuateiog tig Zuvodov.

"ApBpov 6 — Toappateia Thg Xvvodov

‘H Toappareio tiic Zuvddov eivar mavopfddoEog #ai molvueMc, frol:

1. ouynpoteiton €€ EVOC AOYLEQEMS EE EXAOTNG AVTLTQOCMITELNS, S ETLONG
7o arto Tov Tpaupatéa €t TS TEOTAEAOREVTIS Tig Ayiag ®al Meyalng uvo-
dov, 6 Omotog Emueheiton tov €pyov Tiig ITavopbodoEov Toapuateiag, wai

2. 10 uél tig Toauuarteiog Emxovotviol €l TO £QYOV CUTMV %ol VITO Kai-
TOAMNAOV CUUBOVLOY, KANORMDV, LOVOYDVY 1] ARGV, Ol OTTOTOL ETMAEYOVTOL EX
TV CUUBOVAMY TAHV AVILTQOOMTELDY TOV ®atd TOTovs "OpB0d0Ewv "Exxhn-
oLV %ol OQELOVV VO VITOOTNEILOVV TO €VEUTATOV X0l TOAVTTTUYOV £QYOV TiiG
MavopBodoEov Toauuateiac. ‘O aplBUog TdV cvufovlov avtdv dev dvvatal
va Ve aivy Tovg dUo €€ ExAoTS AVTLTROOMITELOG.
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"ApBpov 7 — Apuodiomteg the Toaupoarteiog

Al dppodiomreg tiic Toapuateiag Tig Zuvodou dpopotv:

1. eig ™V OLYRQEOTNOW TV PAXELOV TOD OYETIROD VMXOD TH|S TQOTAQAUOKE -
0TI ALadAOLOE Ll TIV TTQOETOLUOLOLOLY TV REWEVMV ETTL TMV BeudTmwy Tiig
nueonotag dataEemg T Zuvodov €ig TG XABLEQWUEVAS YADOOOS TMV EQYQL-
oLV aUTiC,

2. gig TV 0BV AL TV ThEN O TV TToaxTix@V IOV EQYQOLMY TG Luvodou,

3. glg v YmooTEIEWY ToT €oyou Thg ‘Olougleias vai v Emtoondv tig
2vvodou,

4. gic v daopdhiowy Tiig 6001ic Aertovpylag ToT oUOTHUATOS TAUTOYOOVOU
OLepunvelag TV oviNTHoEWY Tig XUVOdou €ig TOC EMONUOVS YAWOOoOC,

5. gig v ovyredmow Eidix@v Emtoomdv 1000V O TV CUVIAEWY TV
AvoxovaBEvimy mOg BUECOV EVIIULEQWOLY TS KOLVIS YVOUNS TEQL THS TOQEL-
ag TV EQYaoL®V Tijg Luvodov, 000V %ol dLdt TV TEOETOLUACLOY T0D MNviuarog
auTig,

6. elg TV XOTAAMAOV TANQOYOENOLY TMV TTapLoTauévay Iapatnont@y tov
aAov yorotovix®dv Exxdnoi@v 1} ‘Opohoyidv dua i Emd00eme Tiv OYETRDY
poxéhwv €L TOV Bepdtov The Nueenolag dtatdEens g Xuvodov, nai

7. €lg TV AUECOV AVTLUETOTLOLY TTAVTOS AAMOV AtRoPAEmTOV mMoayUaTI*OT 1)
OadLxooTixoU TNTHUOTOC.

"ApBpov 8 — "Epyaociot the Xuvodov

Al ¢pyaotat THg Xuvodou doyovrar xat rotaxietoviar O TavopBodoEou
Oelag Aeitovpyiag, gig v omolav mototatol 0 Oixovuevirog Ioatouayms xoi
uetéyouvv mavreg ot [Tporabnuevor 1dv avtorepdhmv ’Op00d0EmwV "Exxinoidv
1] Ol EXTEOOMITOL AVTMV, ROTA THV TAELY TOV LeQMV ALty mv 10U Olrovuevirod
[Matolapyeiov,

1. deEayovron €v ‘Ohopeheiq 1) vai eig Zuvodirag "Emroonds, ovpugpmvng
TEOG TO EXTOVIOEY TEOYQOUUOL EQYOOLMY ETTL TOV Beudtwyv Tig ueEnotag do-
TaEEWS, TO XELWEVA TMV OOV ETVYOV THS Opogmvou £yxrptoemg ITpoouvo-
du@v IMavopBodoEwv Awcorépemv xat TuvaEemv tiv Tlooxabnuévav tdv
"00p0000EmV avtorepdhwv "Exxinoudv,

2. 8¢v eivan Suvatov v eloayBoiv eic Ty Zvvodov meodg culimoty T uy
OUOPWVOS £Y%EBEVTO Vo TV [Tpoouvodindv [TavopBodoEmv Awaorépewv 1)
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v XuvaEenv v Tpoxabnuévmv 1) véa Béuata, Extog Ao 1O TEMROV Mnvu-
pa g Luvodov, 10 Omolov B mpoetolnaodij év oyediw Vo IMavopBodoEov
Eidwiic "Emtpomtijc piarv €Bdoucda oo tiig ouyrMoems aUTig, TH) € Y*QLOEL TOV
IMooxadnuevov v "OpB0d0Emv Exxinoidv, xai

3. £x10¢ Tiig £VapEeme ral Tig MEemg tiig Tuvodov, oo ai dhhat ouvedoi-
oL QLEEAyovTOL REXAELOUEVOV TV BUEGV.

"ApBpov 9 — AteEaywyn TV oulntoemv

1. Al ovlnmoeig dteEdyovton gig Tag Emonuovs YAwooog Tijg Zuvodov, ftot
MV EAMVIZNY, THV QWOOIXNY, TV YOAM®NY ROl TV OyyAx v YA@ooay, Mg €mi-
ONG %Ol €IC TV AEAPLKNY, WS YADOOOV £QYAOLOC, XOAUTTOVTOL OE VIO CUOTHUO-
TOG TOWTOYQOVOU OLEQUNVELOC.

2. Ta B€uato ouinTohvToL ROTA THV CELRAV VTGV €l TV uepnolay didta-
Ewv Tiig Zuvodov, at 0& ovlnmoelg meptopitovial avotems eig uovov 10 6pLLo-
UEVOV Lt THV OUYREXQUUEVNY ouvedQLa BEpa.

3. Anaryopevetal olodnmote £XT0S BENATOS TOQEUPAOLS, ALPOLQOVUEVOU TOT
AOYOU €% TOD OAOTVTOG, EXTOS £0V QITH AVAIEQETAL NTTLOAOYNUEVWS €IS dtardi-
XAOTIHOV 1) TOOOWTHOV TNTNUKL, OLO %A, €V TOLOWTY) TEQUTITMOEL, O TNTMV TOV
AMOyov Ogelhel va avaypagn Thv magapialopévny duataEry tot Kavoviouod.

"ABpov 10 — Zvuuetoyn TV HEADV €lG TOS OUINTNOELS

‘O Myoc gic tic 2oyootag tHg Zuvddou eivon EhevBepog, GAL” Bume 0vdeic V-
vorrow VoL Opuhnon oty 1) Teom ot A thv Eyroiory tod Tpoédgov Tijg Zuvodou.

1. ‘H ¥mo tvog 1dv pelhdv tijg Zuvodov dhmotg Tijg Embupiog St v ov-
ueToynv eig v ovlnmouy tot B€uatog yiveton dud EmdO0ENS YOOTTOD ONUELD-
uatog pog TO Geuodtov uelog i Toapuateiog tig uvodov, To OTotov THEET
TOV ROTAAOYOV TTOOTEQALOTITOS THV IMAMOAVTIMV EMBUUIOY VO OUANCOUV ROl
oV Taadidel eig Tov ITpodedpov i Xuvodov.

2. ‘H yoovixy didpxrera Tig mapeufaoews 1ot OANTo €ig TV oulitnoly dev
duvaran va veePi) T déna (107) hemrra mg MG, €ig O TV TVYOV deVTEQOAO-
viaw, &v tnmOodv EEnynoeig 1) &v xoi) St etvar avayxaia f) yonowog Vo Tod
IMpo£dpov Tijg Zuvddov, dev dvvaton vo Ve T mévee (57) hemta Tiig M.
Ot TTpoxaBnuevor 1V avtorepdhwv ‘OpBodoEwv "ExxAnoidv €xovv €ic v
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LaBeaty TV SUTAGCLOV QOVOV (YOQEVOEMG.

3. Agv ¢mtpémovton GOYETOL ALAAOYLXAL AVTUTOQAOETELS 1) TQOCMITLXOL OLe-
VEEELC neTaE TV uel@v Tiic Tuvodov, didtt eivar SyL udvov Eévau, AL xal
AVTIOETOL TTROG TIV ATOOTOMV OUTHC.

"ApBpov 11 — Tpomohoyial eig T& nElUEVQL

Al %ot TOg CLTNTNOELS EXAOTOV BEUOTOS SLOTUTTOVUEVOL TTOOTAOELS TQOTO-
oYLV, OL0BMOEMV 1) TEOCONUMV €lg TO OUOPMVMS EYROLOEVTA KEIUEVO, VITO
ITpoouvodixmv MavoeBodoEwv Aaoxrépewv xat TV LuvaEewv 1oV [Tpoxradn-
UEVQV ETTL TV BeNdTmy Tig NueENotog diatdEems, M Emiong xai T Mnvuua tig
Yuvodov,

1. voparhovron eig Tv Tpappateiay tg Xuvodov dia v Tapovolacbotv
070 100 [Tpo€doov i v ‘Ohouélerav Tig Zuvodou, VIO TOV AVILTQOCMITELDY
TV avtorearmv "Op00d0EwV "ExxAnoidv xal va ®ataoti) mionuog ouvodn)
ATOPOLOLS, RO

2. 1 EYXQLOS TMV TQOTOMOYLMY, UETA THV OAOXAMOWOWV THS OViNTOEmS
avtdV, Expoaletan, xatd T TovoeB0dOEMS nablepmuéva, dui TS aEYHS Tiig
OUOPWVIAS TOV AVITTQOOWTELDY TAOMV TMV avtoxepdimy *Op00d0Ewv "Ex-
xMowv. Todto onuaivel Ot ai i OLOPOVHS ATOIEXTOL YEVOUEVOL TQOTTONOY (-
an Ogv Eyxplvovra.

"ApBpov 12 — Pngopopia not EYROLOLS TOV RELUEVOV

‘H ympogopia &t 1dv ovlnmnoéviav xai dvabempnfévimv o Tiig Xuvo-
S0V XEWEVMV ETTL TMV BeRdTmV THS Nuepnotag diataeme,

1. ouvdéeton mEOg Tag avtorepalovs ‘OpB0d0EoVs "Exxhnoiag xal Oyt 1eog
10 %00’ EXAOTOV UEAN TV €V T} ZUVOd® AVILTQOOMTELDV AUTMV, OUUPMVOS
TEOG TV OUOPVOV oyt amogpaoty ¢ Tepdc Luvatews v ITporabnue-
vov 10V 000005V "Exxinoidv,

2.1 rowd Exxdnotog xat 0xL ©otd 1o e at@dv Yyneots €V ti) Zuvode v
EWWEVWV OEV ATTOXAELEL THV GOV TXIV BEOLY EVOC 1] ROl TAELOVV AYLEQEWY
WAS AVTLITQOOMITELOS QUTOXEPAAOL TvOg "OpB0d0E0v "Exxlnotog £mi TV ye-
VOUEVMV TQOTOLOYLMYV 1] ROL ETTL EVOC KELUEVOU YEVIXMTEQOY, N dLopmvia TV
omolov rataymeiteton gig to ITpantira tiig Luvodov, kol

3. ) GELOAGYNOLC TV SV avTdV eivar TAéov éowTeQixov ERTnua g
elg NV avirovy avtoxreparov "Exxhnotag, ) 6mola dUvortar v hroot &y v
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Betienv Yiiov avtiic €mi Ti) faoet Tig YRS TS E0wTeQIXiiC TAELOVOYNPLOC,
expoatetan 8¢ Vo 100 TTporabnuévou avtilc, dud ral d¢ov Omme TEOPAeEDi)
elg aUTIV O Avaryrolog YMEOS %al YEOVOS AL’ E0wTEQLRNV OULNTNOLY €T QUTOD.

"ApBpov 13 — Atodoyi rol VITOYQAPT) TMHV RELUEVWV

T OUOPMVIS ATOdEXTO YEVOUEVQ KELUEVD ETL TMV BendTwy THS Tiueonolag
dataEews i Zuvodou xdidovrar glg TUG TEOONQNS EMONUOVS YAMOOTUS ROl
€youv 10 aUTO ®UOC:

1. povoypagotvrat Vo Tavimy TV ITpoxabnuévmv 1oV avtoxepdimy ‘Op-
0000EwV "ExxAnoidv €ig maoog Tag 0eMOS otV %Ol ElG TAOUS TUS EMLON-
wovg yhwooag tijg uvodov, vmoypdgovron 8¢ €v Téhel Vo toU TTpoédpov »al
VIOV TOV UEADV THiG ZuvOdov.

2. ol VITOYQOPETOOL OVVOILKAL ATTOPAOELS, MG ®oL TO MNvuua Tiig Aylog »ol
Meydaing Xvvodov, dmootéAhovion Ou Tatoiaydv Toauudatwv 1od Oixov-
uevixot TTotoagyelov eig Tovg Mpoxabnuévoug v avtorepdlmv "OpBodo-
Ewv "ExxAnou®y, oltiveg xoil ®oLvorrolotv autd. eig Tag "Exxinotog avtdv dvr-
oTolywg, £xovv d¢ TavoeBddoEov ripog.

"ApBpov 14 — Zvuuetoyn Hagatmmontdv

Hopatnonrai GAhwv yowotavirdv "ExxAnoidv 1 ‘Oporoyidv, wg miong
OTEAEYN AALOV XOLOTLOVIXADY OQYUVDOEMV, TOQLOTUVTOL EIG TV EVOQELY KOl TV
MiEwv 1@V €0yaoudy Tiig Zuvodov, dvey dixaimuatog Adyou 1 YMeov.

"ApBpov 15 — Anpooigvoig 1@v IToantrndv

Ta Mooaxtnd TV EQyaot®v ths Luvodov B dmrouaryvnropmvnBoiv xol 60
ToyouV ThiS *aBlepmuéwng émeEepyaotag, T weoluvn g &mt tdv IToaxtxdv
etdwriic MavopBodoEov "Emtpormtiic tiig Toauuateiags g Zuvodov, optodeiong
) dmogpaoel TV [Tporadnuévav maomdv tdv avtorepdhiny 'OB0d0Emv "Ex-
2AOLADY, 0Ll VoL OMUOCLEVBOTV €L TAS EMONUOVS YADOOUS %Ol VO ATTOOTAAOTY
elg maoag tag avtoxrepdlovs ‘Op00d0Eovs Exxhnoiag.

"ApBpov 16 — Méoa "Evnuepmoemg

1. T§) dnogdaoet tov [Tpoédpov xai t§) ovvarveoel Tdv aihwv TTporadnuévav
MV ’0p0000EWV "ExxAnoidv ovyxrpotettan pio dexaretrpauels Xuvodiny Emi-
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To07H, O £VOC HEhOVE €€ Enaotng avtoxrepahov "OpBoddEov Exxlnoiog, Em-
KOVQOUUEVH VTTO ROTAAMNADY EIORDY GUUBOVAWY, DLl THV TAXTIXYY EVNUEQMOLY
v Méowv Malwiic "Eviueomoemg mepl T Toeelag s Luvodov, vail

2. Ot deoviwg duamemotevuévolr dMuootoypdgot Vo Tig Toauuateiog Emt
TS TEOTOQAOKEVTIC THS Ayiag %ol Meyding Xuvodov ToQloTtavtoL UOVOV €ig
™V EVOQELY ®ai €l TV ALy Tijg Xuvodov.

Toumelv, 27 Tavovapiov 2016

T 0 Kovotavuvourolews Bapbohouaiog, TTpdedpog
T 6 Mntpomohitng I'Epmwv Agovromorems Taponh
(¢% mpoowmov tod [Matprapyov AleEavdpeiag Bgodmpov B')
T 0 Mntpomohitng Toadxn
(¢% mpoowmov tod [Matouapyov Avtioyetog Twdvvov 1)
T 0 Agyremioromog Kmvotavtivig Aglotayog
(¢% mpoowmov tod [Matpidpyov Tegoooriumv Beopirov I'')
T 6 Mooyac Kuvpuhhog
T 6 Zepplag Eipnvaiog
T 0 Povpaviag Aavini
1 6 Bovlyaptag Nedgutog
1 0 Tewpylog "Hhog B
T 0 Néag Tovorviavijg nai aong Kumpov Xopvoootouog B
T 6 Mnrtoomohityg ‘Hhelag Teppavog
(€% mpoowmov Tob Aylemonromov ABnvav xai mdong EAAadog
‘Tepwviduov B")
T 6 "Emioxomog Xieporitoe Temoylog
(¢% mpoowmov Tot Mntpomohitov Bapoopfiag xat waong [Tohwviog
)
T 6 Twpdvvav xai Taong AMPavias Avootaolog
T 0 Ipéowp nai maons Toeylag xal Lhoforiag Paotiohaf
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SYNAXIS OF THE PRIMATES OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Organization and Working Procedures
of the Holy and Great Council
of the Orthodox Church

Article 1- Introduction

By the grace of the Holy Trinity, the Holy and Great Council is an authentic
expression of the canonical tradition and diachronic ecclesiastical practice
—through the work of the synodal system- in One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
Church, and is convened by His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch, being
of one mind with Their Beatitudes, the Primates of all the universally recog-
nized autocephalous Local Orthodox Churches; and it shall be comprised of
members appointed to each Church delegation.

Article 2 - The Convocation of the Council

The convocation of a Council shall be announced by the Ecumenical Patri-
arch through Patriarchal Letters issued to all the Primates of the local auto-
cephalous Churches. Through these letters, he shall:

1. Announce the completion of the pan-Orthodox pre-conciliar preparation of
the Council’s agenda;

2. Determine the date and location of the Council, with the consent of Their
Beatitudes, the Primates of all the local autocephalous Orthodox Churches,
and

3. Requests from the local autocephalous Orthodox Churches, according to the
pan-Orthodox agreements reached at the Synaxes of Their Beatitudes the
Primates, to appoint their representatives to the Council.

Article 3 - Memberships of the Council

Members of the Council shall be those hierarchs designated by each
autocephalous
Orthodox Church as its representatives:
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1. The number of members has been determined by the Synaxis of the Primates
of all the local autocephalous Orthodox Churches (Phanar, March 2014).

2. The delegations may be accompanied by special consultants —clergy, monas-
tics or laypeople- but their number cannot exceed six (6). Invitations are al-
so extended to three (3) assistants (stewards) for each autocephalous Ortho-
dox Church.

3. The special consultants may attend the Council’s plenary sessions —without
the right to speak or to vote- and are expected to assist the Council’s Secre-
tariat or the Council’s Committees, with the right to speak and exercise spe-
cial functions assigned to them.

4. During Council’s proceedings, each Primate may have by his side one or, if
possible, two hierarchs from his Church’s delegation. Due to his numerous
duties, the Chairman may have by his side two such members and one secre-
tary. All of the consultants shall be seated behind the Primates;

5. In the event that a Primate of a Church is unable to personally attend the
Council or any of its sessions, a representative shall be appointed, according
to Church practice, and he shall assume his seat.

Article 4 - Chairmanship of the Council
The chairmanship of the Council shall be exercised by:

1. The Ecumenical Patriarch. The Primates of other Local Orthodox Churches
shall be placed on his right and left according to the diptychs of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate.

2. The delegate member of the local Orthodox Churches shall sit, according to
the order of the Holy Diptychs, in assigned seats in the sacred space of the
Council, with the special consultants of each delegation placed next to them
to facilitate their collaboration.

Article 5 - The Chairman’s Responsibilities
The Chairman of the Council:

1. Announces the Council’s convening and conclusion

2. Works together with the Primates of the autocephalous Orthodox Churches
to plan the work of the Council’s agenda items and immediately addresses all
procedural or practical matter of the Council
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. Approves the liturgical program of the Council’s members
. Guides the discussions at each session by offering brief remarks, according to

each circumstance, ensuring the greatest coordination of discussions accord-
ing to the Council’s mission

. Extends the floor to members of the Council, and guarantees strict obser-

vance and correct application of the Articles of the present Procedures in an
effort to ensure proper progress and ecclesiastical order of the proceedings

. Coordinates the work of the Council’s Pan-Orthodox Secretariat

Article 6 - Secretariat of the Council

The Secretariat of the Council is pan-Orthodox and consists of multiple

members:

1.

It shall be comprised by one hierarch from each delegation and the Secretary
of the Council’s Preconciliar Preparatory Committee, who supervises the
work of the Pan-Orthodox Secretariat.

. The members of the Secretariat shall be assisted by expert advisors (clergy,

monastic, or laypersons), selected from among the consultants of the delega-
tions of the local Orthodox Churches, who shall support the manifold work
of the Pan-Orthodox Secretariat. The number of such advisers cannot exceed
two (2) from each delegation.

Article 7 — Duties of the Secretariat of the Council

The responsibilities of Secretariat of the Council include:

. Compile files with documents —in the official working languages- of the pre-

conciliar process needed for the preparation of the texts associated with the
Council’s agenda

. Taking Minutes during the Council’s proceedings
. Assisting the work of the Plenary and that of the Council’s Committees
. Ensuring proper implementation of simultaneous translation —in the official

working languages— of the Council’s discussions

. Establishing Special Committees that will both, prepare Press Releases to di-

rectly inform the public of the progress of the Council’s work, and prepare
the Council’s Message
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6.

7.

Organization and Working Procedures

Updating, as necessary, the Observers of other Christian Churches or Con-
fessions by providing them with the files related to the Council’s agenda
Immediately addressing all unforeseen practical or procedural issues

Article 8 - The Work of the Council

The work of the Council shall begin and conclude with the celebration of the

pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy, presided over by the Ecumenical Patriarch, with
the participation of all the Primates of autocephalous Orthodox Churches or
their representatives, in accordance with the holy Diptychs of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

1.

According to the daily agenda, the texts unanimously approved at Pan-Or-
thodox Preconciliar Meetings and at Synaxes of the Primates of the auto-
cephalous Orthodox Churches shall be considered in Plenary sessions and/or
in Synodal Committees.

. Except for the Council’s final Message, new matters or those topics that were

not unanimously approved during Pan-Orthodox Preconciliar Meetings or
during Synaxes of the Primates cannot be submitted to the Council for con-
sideration. The draft of the Council’s final Message shall be prepared by a
Special Pan-Orthodox Committee a week before the convening of the Coun-
cil and will be subject to the approval of the Primates of the Orthodox
Churches.

With the exception of the Council’s opening and closing sessions, all pro-
ceedings shall be held in closed-door session.

Article 9 — Discussions

. Discussions shall be held in the official languages of the Council, namely,

Greek, Russian, French and English, as well as in Arabic as a working lan-
guage. Simultaneous translations will be provided.

Topics shall be discussed according to the order in which they appear on the
Council’s agenda; discussions shall be strictly limited to the topic defined for
each session.

. Off-topic interventions are forbidden and will cause the speaker to lose his

right to the floor, unless the intervention correctly relates to a procedural or
personal matter; in this case, he who asks for the floor must indicate the Pro-
cedural provision that has been breached.
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Article 10 - Participation of Members in Discussions

Discussions during the Council’s proceedings are open; however, no one
may speak without first requesting and receiving approval by the Council’s
Chairman.

1. A member of the Council who wishes to participate in the discussion on a
particular matter shall submit a written notice to the authorized member of
the Council’s Secretariat. This Secretariat member shall compile and priori-
tize a list of those who wish to speak and present it to the Council’s Chair-
man.

2. An intervention by each speaker cannot exceed ten (10) minutes; in case of
a reprise, whenever clarification is needed or if the Council’s Chairman
deems necessary or helpful, this cannot exceed five (5) minutes. The Pri-
mates of the autocephalous Orthodox Churches shall have twice as much
time for their interventions.

3. Irrelevant dialogues and personal disputes between members of the Council
are forbidden since these are not only unrelated, but also contrary, to the
Council’s mission.

Article 11 - Modifications of Texts

Proposals to amend, correct, or append the Synodal texts that were unani-
mously approved by the Pan-Orthodox Preconciliar Meetings and by Synaxes of
the Primates, or to the Council’s Message:

1. Shall be submitted by representatives of the autocephalous Orthodox
Churches to the Council’s Secretariat, and in turn presented by the Chair-
man during plenary session for official conciliar decision.

2. At the conclusion of deliberations, the approval of any change is expressed,
according to pan-Orthodox procedures, by the consensus of the delegations
of each autocephalous Orthodox Church. This means that an amendment
that is not approved unanimously shall not be passed.

Article 12 - Voting and Approval of Texts

Regarding the process of voting for issues discussed and reviewed vis-a-vis
the texts of the Council:
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Organization and Working Procedures

. Accordance with the unanimous decision of the Sacred Synaxis of the Pri-

mates of the Orthodox Churches, votes shall be cast by each autocephalous
Orthodox Church and not by individual members of their delegations.

The vote of each Church —and not that of each member of its delegation- al-
lows for one or more hierarchs in the delegation of a particular auto-
cephalous Church to hold a dissenting opinion on proposed amendments or
on entire texts. The dissenting position shall be registered in the Council’s
Minutes.

Dissenting opinions shall at that point be considered an internal matter of
the autocephalous Church to which the hierarchs in question belong. In such
instances, the Church may cast an affirmative vote based on the principle of
internal majority, which is expressed by its Primate. For this reason, the nec-
essary time and space must be afforded to each delegation, granting it the op-
portunity to consider this issue internally.

Article 13 - Adoption and Signing of Texts

The texts on the Council’s daily agenda that are approved unanimously shall

be produced in the four official languages and shall possess the following au-
thority:

1.

The Primates of the autocephalous Orthodox Churches shall initial every
page of each text; they shall initial every page of each official translation. The
Chairman and all the members of the Council shall sign the final page of
each text.

Possessing pan-Orthodox authority, the Council’s signed decisions and the
Message of the Holy and Great Council shall be circulated by the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate by Patriarchal Letters to the Primates of the autocephalous
Orthodox Churches, who, in turn, communicate these decisions within their
respective Churches.

Article 14 - Participation of Observers

Observers from other Christian Churches or Confessions, as well leaders of

inter-Christian organizations, shall be present at the opening and closing ses-
sions of the Council but will not possess the right to vote or speak.
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Article 15 — Publishing of the Minutes

According to the decision of the Primates of all the autocephalous Orthodox
Churches, the special Pan-Orthodox Committee for Minutes of the Council’s
Secretariat shall oversee the digital recording and transcription of the Council’s
Minutes, allowing for their publication in the official languages and their dis-
semination to every autocephalous Orthodox Church.

Article 16 — The Media and Press

1. By decision of the Chairman, and with the consent of the other Primates of
the Orthodox Churches, a Synodal Committee —consisting of fourteen (14)
members (one from each autocephalous Church)- shall be established and
will provide regular updates to the mass media regarding the progress of the
Council’s work. This Committee shall be supported by special consultants.

2. Journalists properly accredited by the Secretariat for the Preparation of the
Holy and Great Council may only be present at the opening and closing ses-
sions of the Council.

Chambésy, 27 January 2016

1 Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Chairman

T Metropolitan Gabriel of Leontopolis
(representative of Patriarch Theodoros of Alexandria)

T Metropolitan Isaac
(representative of Patriarch John of Antioch)

T Archbishop Aristarchos of Constantina
(representative of Patriarch Theophilos of Jerusalem)

1 Patriarch Kirill of Moscow
1 Patriarch Irinej of Serbia
¥ Patriarch Daniel of Romania
f Patriarch Neophyte of Bulgaria
f Patriarch 1lia of Georgia
1 Archbishop Chrysostomos of Nova Justiniana and All Cyprus
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T Metropolitan Germanos of Ilias
(representative of Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens and All Greece)

 Bishop George of Siemiatycze
(representative of Archbishop Sawa of Warsaw and All Poland)

1 Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana, Durrés, and All Albania
 Archbishop Rastislav of Presov and All Czech Lands and Slovakia
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YYNAEIY OPOOAOZEQN IIPOKAOHMENQN

‘H dumootoh tijc "OpB0d0E0v "Exninoiag
£V T OUYY00V®W ROOU

‘H ovupfoin tijs "OpBodo5ov "Exxinoiog
€l ™V EMXOATNOLY THS ELONVNS, THS SIXALOOUVIG,
tiic EAevBOegpiag, Tic AOEAQOOUVNS *ail THS AyAanns
UETAEDY TV AoV, xal AOOLV TV QUAETIXDV
xal Aot StoxQloewv

ATtOQaoLg

‘H "ExxAnoia 100 Xowotod Cfj «€v 1 x00um», dhhd 88V elvar «éx tol #0-
ouov» (Imav. 17, 11 ot 14-15). ‘H "Exxnoto dmrotehel onueiov ®ol eixova g
Baotkeiog to0 @0l €v i) lotoplq, gvayyehlonevn ulov «xouviy xtiow» (B’
Koo. 5, 17), «xauvots otpavols xai yijv xauvijv... €v ol Sixaioouvi) xaToixeD»
(B’ I¢tp. 3, 13), €va noopov, ig tov 6molov 6 Oedg «éSaleiyel mav ddxovov
Ex TAV 0QBaAUDV QUTOV (TOV avipwmwv), xai 0 Oavatog ovx éotal €T, oUte
w€VOos oUTe ®pauyn olite TOvos ovx €otat €ty (Amox. 21, 4-5).

Thv mpoodoxriay avtv Punver 1O rot ooyeveton 1) "Exxdnoia, ot ¢Eoynv
o0axLg Telel ™V Belav Evyapiotiay, ovvayovoa «émi 10 avto» (A Kog. 11, 20)
10 dreorogmopéva téxva 100 Oeol (Todv. 11, 52) eig €v odua dvev doxploe-
WG PUAC, PUAOV, NMKLOS, ROLVWVIXAS T) GAANG ROTAOTAOEMS, OTTOV «0UX EVL Tov-
daiog, ovd¢ “EAANV, 0Ux évi J0TA0S 0U0E EAeUbeQOS, 0UX €V GpOEV xail OfAu»
(Tah. 3, 28, oA Kol. 3, 11), eig €va »oouov xatalhayiis, elonvng xai dyammge.

Thv mEdYeVOLY QUTNV THS «XAULVI]S XTIOEWS», TOD PETAUOQPMUEVOV ROOUOU,
Prover €miong | "ExxAnota gig to 1ooowmmo v Ayimv TS, ol 0mrotol Oud Tiig
AonNoewS ROl TS ARETHC TV xatéoToav MO eig v Conv avtv einoves Tijg
Baowelog 100 Oeol, dmodetnviovieg ol Befatoivies ToLouToTEOTMS OTL M)
mpoodoxria £voc ndouov eloNne, dnaroovvne ol dydme 8&v elval ovtomic,
MG «Edmbouévav vmootaoig» (‘EPp. 11, 1), duvar ue mv xaowv 1o Oeod xai
TOV TIVELUATLXOV Qydva TOU avBmmov.
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"Eustveouév Loon@s Guto TV TeoGO0%IOY XOL THV TEOYEVOLY otV Tig Ba-
owketog 100 Ogod, 1) "ExxAnota d&v adiapoel St o toofAnuorta Tl dvopmmov
TH EXAOTOTE EMOYTIC, GG, AVTILOETOC, CUUUETEYEL ELC TV (YMVIOY O TO. VTTOLQ-
Elama mpoPfAnuata tov, alpovoa, 6mmg 6 Kuptog mg, thv 0d0vny nol tog TAnyds,
TOC OTTOLOE TTQOXOAET TO HOKOV ELS TOV XOOUOV RO ETLYEOVOTL, G O KOAOS LaLiat-
oetmg, EAawov xai otvov gig Té Toopato, otod (Aovx. 10, 34) 1t 10D Adyou «Tije
vmouovijs xai mapaxinoews» (Pou. 15, 4, ‘Efo. 13, 22) nat dui Tiig umpaxtov
ayamng. ‘O Adyog ™G TEOG TOV ROOUOV ATTOPAETEL TEMTIOTMS O)L LG TO VO KOLVT)
ral xoradraoy tov xoouov (ofh. Twav. 3,17 wai 12, 47), dhha elg 0 va mo-
opEQY €l aTov mg 6dNYov to Evayyéhov tiic Baowkelag 1ot Ogod, Tiv EAmida
7ol PefatomTa OTL TO ROKOV, VITO OLAVONTOTE LOREPNY, JEV EXEL TOV TENEVTOTIOV
AOYOV gic TV loTOQLOY %O OEV TTEETEL VO ApeDT) VO ®arTevBvY) TV TTOQELOLY TNG.

AviAoTO0 GTO TOG GLOYAS QUTAS ROL GITO THV OANY EUTTELQLALY %O dLdaoRaL-
Mav tiig ToTeQuriic, AeLTovYwilc »ol AoxnTric ™S Toadooews, 1) ’OpB0d0-
Eog "ExxAnoto oupueTEYEL €IG TOV TQOPANUATLOUOV ROl TV Aymviay ToD ovy-
X0OVOU AVORMOITOV (S OGS TO Beuemdn vaElond TnThpota, To 6ol Ao
0Y0MOTV TOV OUYYQ0VOV ROOUOV, ETLOVUOTON V&L CUUPAEAT ELG TV AVTLUETMTLOLY
TV, MOTE VO ETRQUTNON €IS TOV ROOUOV 1) €lpNVN TOT LoD, «1) mavTa voiv Ume-
o0éyovoa» (Puh. 4, 7), | narohhoyn val 1) Grydm).

A. 'H &Ela 100 dvOomITivoy ToocmItov

1. ‘H éElo 1ol AvBpmmivoy TQoomITov, AToEoVon €% Tiig dMuoveyiag Tov
avBowmou g elxOVOg 0D %ai €% THS ATOOTOAC AiToD €lg TO OYEdLOV TOT Of-
00 Ll TOV AVOQEMITOV el TOV ROOUOV, VItHeEeV mnyn éumvevoens du Toug Ta-
1é00¢ TS "Exxhnotiag, ot 6motot £veabuvay gig T0 puoThoLov tiig Betag oixovo-
wiag. ‘O Gyrog Tonyoptog 6 Oeohdyog TOVILEL YOQUXTNOLOTIXMS Lt TOV AvOQM-
mov &t 6 Anoveyde «oidv Tiva x0ouov Etepov, év wxod uéyavy, émi tic yic
lotowy, ayyelov GALOV, TOOOTXUVITNV WXTOV, ETOTTNV TijS OQATIS KTIOEWS, UU-
otV THiS VOOUUEVNS, PactAéa TV Emti Yilg, ... LDOV EVIaiBa olxOVOUOUUEVOY, Kai
aAayol uedotauevov, xai TEQaS ToU uuotnolov, Tjj 1og Oeov vevoet Bgovue-
vov» (Adyos ME', Eic 10 “Aytov Ilaoya, 7. PG 36, 632 AB). ‘O oxomog g
¢vavBpwmioeme Tod Adyov Ocod eivar fj Béwotg Tod dvBpmmov. ‘O Xolotdc,
avoxowvioag v Eavtd tov mohawov Adap (mofh. Eg., 2,15), «ovvamebéov ye
10V @vBpwmov, amaoynyv tijc Nudv éAridos» (Evoefiov, Evayyelxn "Amodeisic,
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4, 14. PG 22, 289A). Totto dom, 6mmg €ig TovV mokatov Adap Evumijoyev 710n
OLOANQOV TO AVOQAOTLVOV YEVOS, OUTM %Al €IS TOV VEOV AdGU ouverepoloLm-
B OAOxANQOV €miong TO AvBpmmvov Yévoc. « AvBowmos YEyovev 6 Movoye-
VAG, ...avaxepalatwoactol Taly xai €i¢ T0 doyaiov avaiafeiv To dolobijoav
yévog, Tovtéott, 1o avlpmmvov» (Kvpihhov AheEavdpeiag, Eounvela 1) vmo-
puvnua €ig 7o xatd Toavvny Evayyéov, ® PG 74, 273D-275A). ‘H dudaoxra-
Mo adtiy Tiic "EnnAnotog eivar aveEavrAntog mnyl) méong yoLoTloviiic meoo-
mabelag oLl TV TEQLPEOVEN O THS AELag ®al Tol peyakeiov 100 dvBpmmou.

2. 'Ex’ adnig Tiic Phoemg eivar dmagaimrov v dvamtuy0fj mpog Shag tag
ratevBuvoelg 1 dayolotiavird) ouvegyaoto dit TV pootasiay tg aglag 1ol
avBpmTov, atovontmg d¢ *ail 1ol ayafod Tig elpN Vg, oUTme HOTE b ELQNVEV-
TR0 TTROOTTAOELOL OAWV AVEEQQETMC TMV XOLOTLOVMY VO AITOXTOTV UeyaAvTe-
00V PAQOC ®ol dUvoLY.

3. ‘Q¢ mEo1OOE0IS WA EVEUTEQS €V TTQOXELUEVH) OUVEQYOOLOG dUVarTaL VoL
YONOLWEVO) 1) %LV arrodoyi Thg Viotng AElag ToT avBpmmivoy meoowmmov. Al
‘0p00d0E0L "Exxhnoiar xohodvrow vo ouppahovy eig v dabonoxreoxiv ov-
VEVVONOLY RO CUVEQYQTLALY, OU aitiic O€ elg TV Ardherpy ToT povatlopnot ato
TAONG TAEVQAC AL TOLOUTOTQOTME ELG TV CUUPLMMOLY TV M®dV ROl ETrQA-
™mow Tiig €hevbeplag xal Tig elonvng elg TOV ®OoUOV OGS EEVTNEETOLY TOD
avBpmov, AveEaoTTwS QUATC *al Bonorevuatos. "Evvoeiton OtL 1) ovvepya-
olo atm) amoxlelel TOOOV TOV OUYRENTIOUOV, OO0V %Ol TV ETOIWELY EmLBOMT|C
olaodnmote Bpnoxelag Emt TOV GAMWV.

4. "Exyouev tv memoiOnowv 61t 0g «Oeot ovvepyoi» (A’ Kop. 3, 9), duvaue-
Ba Vo TEOXMENOWUEV €1 TV dtaroviay TavTV GO ®owvol ued’ OAwv TV
AvOROTMVY Raiig BOEANOEWGS, TOV AYUTMVTIMV TV %oTO OOV €PNV, €T AyaOd
THS AvOEMITVNE ®OWVMVIAS €Tl TOTUXOT, €0VIX0D xal dieBvolc émmeédov. ‘H dua-
xovia adth eivar £violy Ogod (Marb. 5, 9).

B. ITepi éhevBepiog rat eVOVVNG

1. “Ev &x 10v vyiotwv dwowv tol g0l Tpog TOV AvOQMITOV, TOOOV (1 OU-
YAERQUUEVOV (POQENL THS EIROVOS TOD TROCMITLXOT B0, OOV KAl MG KOLVWVIOLY
TOCMITWV AVTOVOXADVIWV ROTO KOOV ALl THS EVOTNTOS TOD AvOQMTLVOU YE-
voug TV €V i) Ayiq Towddt Conv xat zowwviav t@v Belwv TQOoOTOV, AToTE-
LeT 0 Betov d@MpoV Tijg Ehevbeplag. « O mAdoas ar’ aoyis Tov avOowmov EAEV-
Oeoov apixe xal avte§ovolov, vou @ Tijs EvioAiis uovov xparovuevovs (Ton-
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yoptov @eohdyov, Adyos IA ', Iepi prlomtwyiag, 25. PG 35, 892A). ‘H éhevbe-
olor ®aBLOTd nev TOV AVOQWITOV IvaVOV VO TEOOOEVY) TTEOS THV TVEVUOLTIAYV TE-
AetomTa, GALGL, OUYXOOVIGS, EUTEQLXAELEL TOV %IVOUVOV THIS TORAXOTS, THS GITO
100 B0l avTovounoeng xat, St avTic, T mThoswe, € o xal al Toayral ov-
VETELOL TOD ROKOD €V TM HOOUW.

2. Tuvémelo, Tol zaxol TovTov eival ai émxpatoioot onueeov &v T Lofj dré-
Aewo vol EAMAENPELS, G 1) EXROOUIREVOLS, T Pla, 1) ExAVOLS TV MOV, T TOQOL-
TNQOVUEVA VOOQ0L (POLVOUEVXL TS AQUAAITOS TV VOQRWTIRMY Xl GAMA®V EE0Q-
TNOEMV €1 PRI TG OUYYOOVOU VEOTNTOS, O PUAETIOUOS, Ol EEO0TMOLOL, Ol TT0-
AEUOL RO T TOUTOV ATTOTORO XOLVMVIXO RORQ, 1] ROTATIEOLS XOLVOVIXMY OUAL-
dwv, BENOAEVTIRMV ROVOTHTWV %Ol AUV OAORANOWYV, 1] ROLVMVLXI AVLOOTNS, O
TEQLOQLOUOS TMV AVOQWTLVWV SIXOUMUATOV ELG TOV YDOOV THS EhevBepiag TV
ovveldNoemv xai Tig Bonoxrevtriic eldmwregov éhevbeplag, 1 TOQATANQOPO-
ONOLS %O 1) ELQOYDYNOLS THS ROLVAIS YVOUNG, 1) OlxOVOuLXY) aBMOTG, 1) GVioog
ROTOVOUY 1] KO 1) TOVTEM|S OTEENOLE TOV ATTOMITOS AvayXalwv Teog 10 TV
ayad@mv, 1) TEva TOV VTOOITLLOUE VMV EXATOUUVOIWY AVBOMTMYV, Ol Ploc HeTo-
®VNOELS TAMBVOUDY ROl 1) AOEUTOC DLaKIVIOLS AVOQMOTMOV, TO TTQOGPUYLXOV Y-
0, | OTOOTEOPT) TOD TTEQLPAMOVTOC, 1) AveEELEYXTOC XOTIOLS THS YeVETIXT|C PLo-
TEYVOLOYLOG HaLl BLOTOTOLXTIG AVALPOQLRMS TTEOS TV GLOYNY, THV OLAQXELAY KOl TO
1€h0¢ T Cwijg 10T avBpwmov. TIavta Tadte VEAVOUY TO ATEQAVTOV AYYOS THS
AYOVLOOOUS GUYYEOVOU AVOQMITOTNTOC.

3. "Evovit Tijg ®otootioems auTiic, 1 Omola mdNynoey €ig TV amoduvaum-
ow Thg BemENoEmS 10D AvORMITIVOU TEOoMTOV, ®ubijrov Tiig ’OpB0d0Eov "Ex-
wAnotog eivon, g TEoPUAN onueQoV, dui ToD xnEVYIaTOC, Tiig Ooloyiag, Tic
Aatpeiag ol 10D motpovTrot €QYou ™G, TV dhnbelay tiig €v Xootd éhevde-
otag. «Ilavra uot éseomty, GAL’ 0V mavra ovupépel” mavra uot Eseomy, AL ov
qavra oixodouel. Mndeic 10 éavtot {nteitw, GAAA TO TOU ETéQoV Exa0T0G... “Tva
7l yap 1) érevBepia pov xpivetar vmo dAAns ovveldnoews;» (A" Koop. 10, 23-24
rai 10,29). "ElevBepia dvev g0BUWg »al aydmmg 0dMYel telndg elg v -
Aewa Tiig €levbeplag.

I'. TTept €lpNVNg %ol SLROLOOVVNG

1. ‘H *O0008050¢ "ExxAnoto dvoryvopilel ®ot AvadeinvieL dLayQovinds TV
EVIQWNV BEOLY THS elpN NS ®al THS divaoovvng eig TV Comv Tdv dvoowmmy.

260



TTANOPOOAO=ZA KEIMENA KAI IIPOSYNOAIKEE AIIOPAXEIS

At ot 1) €v Xouotd ammorahuig yapaxtmoileton «evayyédov tijc eionvne»
(CEg@. 6,15), duon 6 Xpuotdg, «eipnvomotoas dia ToU aiuatos T00 oTaueol
avtot» 10 wavta (Koh. 1, 20), «evnyyerioaro eipnvnv 1ois paxoav xoi toig
€yyvs» (CEq. 2, 17) nat natéom «1 eionvn quav» CEg. 2, 14). ‘H eipnw avm,
1| «Umeoéyovoa mavra voivs (Puh. 4, 7) givau, G eiev 6 1d1og 6 Kiplog eig Tovg
uaBnrag Tov meo tov [aBovg, eVEUTEQX el OVOLOOTIRMTEQX THS ELENWNG, TV
omolav émaryyéhheton O roopog: «Eipnvyv apinue vuiv, eionvyy mv éunv idw-
uL Ouiv: 0 xabwg 6 xoouos didwory, Eyw Sidwut vuivy (loav. 14, 27). Kai
10010, 16T T €lpNWM T0D XOLoTOT £ivan 6 HEUOS #aETOC THS &V ADTEH dvae-
POALOOEMS TV TAVTOY, Tiig dvadeiEews T aglog xal o0 peyakeiov Tov
AvOROTTIVOU TROOMTOV (G EIXOVOS B0 TiC TEOPOATIS THS €V AUVTH OQYAVIXI|S
EVOTNTOS TOD AVOQMITIVOU YEVOUS %Ol TOU ®OOUOV® THS XROBOMXOTNTOS TOV
YOV THS €loNVNG, THg EAeVBeQLag %Ol THS XOLVWVIXTIS draoouvng xai, TEAOG,
THC RAQTOPOQLOG THE XOLOTLAVIXTIS QYOG UETAED TMV AVOQMTMV RO TOV MadV
100 noopov. “H moorypomxy eipnwn eivar 6 #amog Tiic &l Tie yiic dmxpotoe-
¢ SLoV adTdY TOV yoLoTIavindy aoy@®v. Etvau fj dvondev eipnw, mepl tic Omol-
ag mavrote gvyeton 1) ’Op00d0E0g "Exxnoia eig tag nabnueovas mg denoeLs,
EEQUTOVUEVN TOUTNV TTORd TOD B0, TOD TO TAVTO SUVAUEVOU RO ELOOROVOVTOS
TOG TEOOEVY UG TMV UETA TUOTEWS AVTG TQOTEQYOUEVWV.

2. ’Ex tdv dvotégm xabiotator dfjhov dati 1) "Exxnola, og «Xdua Xot-
otol» (A" Kog. 12,27), d¢eton mérvrote DméQ €LpNVNG TOD CVUTTOVTOS XOOUO, 1)
omota elpn v, ard oV Kijuevro AheEavdoéa, elval ouvaivupoy Tic Sttatoov-
s (Zromuarteis, 4, 25. PG 8, 1369B-72A). ‘O d¢ Méyag Baoihelog mpooBeétet:
«0U SUvaaL TETOQL EUAUTOV, OTL AVEV TS €IS GAANAOUS arydmns xail AVEV TOT, TO
elc dué Nrov, eionveve mpoc mavrag Svvauar GEoc xAndijvan dotidoc Inood
Xouworot» ('EmoroAn 203,1. PG 32,737B). Totto eival, (¢ ONUELDVEL O 0TOg
Moo, 1000V avtovontov Sl Tov XQLOTIavOV, MOTE «OVOEV OUTWS 1010V €0TL
Xototavot wg 1o eipnvomoteiv» (’Emoroin, 114. PG 32, 528B). ‘H eipnvn 100
Xototol givar 1) pootiny) dvvapg, 1| dmola mydler dmod Ty roTariayily 100
avBowmov mog Tov ovpdviov Iatépa Tov, «xata moovoiay Inoot, Tol Ta ad-
vIa €v IAOLY EVEQYOTVTOG, %Ol TOLOTVTOS ELPNVIV dEENTOV XAl €€ aidVOS TOO-
WOLOUEVNV %Al ATOXATAALAOOOVTOS NUAS EQUT@ %ol £V Equtd T ToaToi» (Ao-
wvoiov Apeomayitov, ITepi Oeiwv ovoudtwv, 11, 5, PG 3,953AB).

3. O@elhOPEY OUYYQOVIS VOL VITOYQUUUOWUEV OTL TO dDEOL THS ELONVING XKoL THiS
duaoovvng EEaptdvton rol €x Tiig AvBpmmivng ouvvepylas. To Ayiov ITvedua yo-
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ONYEL Tveupomre OO, OTaV €V UETAVOLYL ETUCTOUEY TV ELQNVIV ROL TV dLxou-
ooy 100 Oeod. Ta ddpa Tatita Tiig elpNVNg ®al dronoouvng EugaviCovron Exel
gvBa ol Xoomavol ®otaparlovy poomabelag i TO EQYOV Ti|g TOTEWS, THS Aryd-
mng o TS EAmtidog €v Xowotd Inood 1 Kvolm udv (A" Oeo. 1,3).

4. ‘H dpagtia givou mvevpomrl dodéveia, Tic omotag o EWTEQIHA CUUITTH-
uata givan ol Topood, o #oudeg, T EyrMuata #ai ol TOLEUOL, HETH THV TOO-
Y@V atdv ovverteldv. ‘H Exxhnoto émdumxer vo EEakeiyn ov udvov 1o €Em-
TEQIXOL CUUTTTMUOLTOL QTG THS AoBEVELRS, A ROl TNV TOUTNV TV AODEVEL-
av, TV GUOQTILOY.

5. Zuyypovmg, 1| 'Op0000E0g "Exxinoia Bemel »abfjrov autiic vo EmxQoTi
mav O,t ¢Evmnpetel mpdyuatt v eionvny (Pou. 14,19) xai dvoiyer v 600v
TEOS TV divaoovvny, T ddehpoouviy, Ty alnbi] Ehevbepiav xai Tv duot-
Patoy dydrmny uetaEl oAV TV TEXVOV T0D EVOg ovpaviov TTatpog, mg ®al pe-
T0EY OOV TOV MOV TOV ATOTEAOVVIWV THV EViaiay AVOQMITIVIY OLXOYEVELQLY.
Toundaoyer 0¢ ued’ Ohov tdv Avopmmmy, ol OmotoL eig ddpoga HEEY T0D %O-
OUOV OTEQOTVTOL TMV AyolOMV THS EIENYNG %Al THS OXALOOUVIG.

A. 'H glpnvn »at 1) drcotorti) Tol tohépuou

1. ‘H ExxAnoio 100 XLotod ®atadinalel YEVIXOS TOV TOLEUOV, TOV OTTOTOV
Bempet amdpoLay ToU €V T® ROOUW ®axoU ral TS uagtiog. «I100ev modeuot
xal uayar €v ouiv; Ovx évietfey, €x TV NOOVAY TUDV TOV OTQATEVOUEVWV EV
10lc puéleoy vudv;» (Clax. 4,1). “Exaotog molepog amotehel dmelM|v xota-
0TROPS THS dnuoveyiag xai Tig Cwiic.

“OMog 1OLUTEQMS, €lC TMEQUTTMWOELS TOMEUMY O’ OmAv ualixilc xota-
OTROPT|C, ol ouvémeLon O elvon ToopaxTRaL, L LOVoV StoTt B EéldY O Bdvas-
106 €lg Ameophenttov aLBuov avlpowmmv, A xal doTL 1’ 6oovg Ba Emln-
oovv 0 Blog B rataoTi) dfimtoc. Ba Eugavioboty dviatol doBévelan, O TEO-
#xABoDV yeveTnal dhharyal rol GAha dewvd, o 6ot B Emnpeditovy ataotoe-
TTUME KO TOG ETTOUEVAS YEVENS.

Alav gmnivouvoe d&v givar ndvov 6 muonvinog Eomhoude, dhha xol ol yn-
wxol, ot PLohoyrol ral TAoNS LoEils €E0TALoUOL, O OIToToL dNULOVEYOTV THV
Pevdatobnow Thg Vmeoyiic nal rugLaylag €t 100 meQUPAMOVIOS ROCUOU.
Towottot €éEomMopol ®aAMEQYOTV ATUOOPALQAY POPOV %ol EANENPEMS EUTLOTO-
OUVNG %Ol ROBLOTAVTOL QUTLOL EVOS VEOU AVTAYOVIOWOD EE0TMOUMV.
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2. ‘H ’ExxAnoia 1ot X1otod, Bewpotoa ®at” aQynV TOV TOAEUOV AroQQotL-
av ToD €V T® ROOU® ®axoT ROl THS AUAQTLOC, £VOAQQUVEL TAOMY TEWTOROVALCLY
20U TTEOOTADELOLY TTROS TTEOMYLY 1) ATOTEOTHY aToT ALt TOD dLAAGYOU et Ot
Tavtog dAhov TEoopoov uecov. Eig meplmtmoty xatd v o0molav O TOAEUOS
ROTOOTH Avomopevxtog, | "Exxhnoia ovveyilel TQOOEUXOUEVN ROl UEQLUVDOOL
TOLUOVTLXAS OL0L TOL TEXVOL OTHE, TO OTTOTOL EUTAEXOVTOL €IS TAC TOAEUXOS OV-
YXREOVOELS OLdL TNV VITeQdomoty Tiig Cmijc ®al Tig hevBepiag atTdv, xatafdh-
AOVOQL TAOOV TEOOTABELOY ALl THV TAYXVTEQUV CUTOXATACTOOLY TS ELONVIG %Ol
TS €hevbeplag.

3. ‘H *0p0080E0¢ "ExxAnoia xatadindler EVIovog T TomIAOUOQoVS ov-
YXQOVOELS %Ol TOVE TOLEUOUS, TOVS OPELAOUEVOUS €IS PAVATLIOUOV, TQOEQYOUE-
vov éx Bpnoxevtir®v aoydv. Babetav dvnovyloy meorolel 1| WOVIHOS TAOLS
AVENOEWMS TMV ROTOTULECEWY ROl OLDEEMV TMV YOLOTLAVDV ROl AADV ROLVOTH-
TV, €€ aitiog Tig moTtews auTtdv, ig v Méonv Avatolv xat alioyod, xabng
70U ol ATOTELQOUL EXQLLMOEMS TOT XQLOTLAVIOWOD £X% TV TOQAIOCLOXMDY KOLTI-
dwv atod. ToloutoTEomme, ATetholVTOL ol VPLOTAUEVOL LBONORELOXAL KOl
dLeBvelg oyEoeLs, V@ TOAOL YOLOTLOVOL CVOryrALOVTOL VO EYRATOAEIPYOVY TOG
gotiag avtdv. Ot dva 10V 20ouov "OeB0d0E0L CUUTAOYOUV UETO TV AdEAPDV
AVTMOV XOLOTLOVAY %Ol OV TV GAV dloxouévav €v i TeQLoyT Rl kAAOTY
elg €EevpeoLy duralag ®ol HOVLLOU MIOEMS TMV TEOPAMUAT®YV THS TEQLOYTC.

Kotadwalovror €miong mohepol, €umveouevor U0 €0VivLopoU, TEOXA-
Motvteg €0voraBaQOELS, HETAPOLAS ROUTIRMY OQLWV ROL RUTAANPLY EQAUPDV.

E. ‘H *Op00600Eo0c "ExxAnoia €vavil TV dLoxQloemy

1. “O Kvouog, ig Baowkevg tijg dtrawoovvng (‘Efo. 7, 2-3), amodoriualet v
Plav xat v adwiav (Wain. 10, 5) ot ratadwdler ™y drdvBommov otaowv
mOg OV notov (Magx. 25, 41-46. "Tox. 2, 15-16). Eig thv Baowkelav Avtob, 1
omoio eixovitetar xai eivon mapodoa &v i ‘Exndnoiq Tov 1)0n £8@ eic ™v vijv,
dev VrdipyeL TOmog ovte Oul TO utoog, ovte O €xBoav xal woorhodoEiav ("Ho.
11, 6. Pou. 12, 10).

2. ‘H B¢éoi¢ tiic "Op0080E0v "ExxAnoiog eivar v mporeyuéve oagne. ‘H "Ex-
#hnota motevel Ot 0 Oedg «Emoinoev €§ €vos aiuaroc mav EOvoc avlpwmwv
XaTOLXETY &7l TV TO TESowmov Tij¢ Yiig» (TTRAE. 17, 26) nai 611 v Xouotd «otix
évi Tovdaios 0vdé “EAANY, 0Ux €vi SoUA0S 0UOE EAEVBEQOS, 0V EVi GOOEV Xal
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OfjAv: avres yap eig éote év Xoword ‘Inoot» (Tah. 3, 28). Eig 10 ¢odmua «xai
7ig €0t puov mAnoiov;» 6 XLotog amvinoe dt tig maeafoliic 100 rohol La-
uapeitov (Aovx. 10,25-37). Kat ovtog £5idake tv »atdAuowy movtog Lecotot-
yov €xBpac xai mooxatalpems. H *OpB0d0Eog "Exxlnoio 6poloyel Ot £xa-
0T0g AVOEMITOC, AVEENQTNTMS YOMUATOS, Bonoxelas, QUATS, QUAOY, EBvirdTN-
10¢, YAwOONG, £xeL OMuoveyndi) xat’ eixdva xai 2o’ opoiwotv @eod xat dsto-
happaver loo duwaumpota €V T ROWVIQ. TUVETNS TEOS TV TOTLV aUThHV, 1
’00008050¢ "Exxlnoto dev déyetan T0G dLaxoloels O’ EXAUOTOV €X TMV TQOUVAL-
@ep0éviav Mdyov, £¢  oov attal meovmofétouy dELOLOYIXNV SLapopiy Lie-
TaEV TOV AvOpWTM™Y.

3. ‘H ’ExxAnotia, €v t@ mveduatt 100 ogfaopod 1dv Avopomivimy doimud-
TWV %Ol TS T0NG UETAYELQIOEMS TOHV AVOQMITV, AELOAOYET TV EQAOUOYNV TMV
AOYMV ATV VITO TO PAOS THS SLOUORAALS AUTIS TEQL TMV UVOTNOLWV, TH|S OLXO-
yevelag, T 0eoemg TV dVo QUAwY év i) "Exxhnoiq xai tdv €v yével aELOV TS
exnnolaotniic mopadooews. ‘H "Exxinoia €xel duraimpa tvo duamnoutey v
uapTuEiay g ddaoxaliag ™G eig TOV dUOCLOV YDOV.

XT. ‘H éwootohn tijc ’OpB0d0Eov "Exnninoiog mg pogtuoia arydmmg
€v droxovig.

1. ‘H *0Op0806d0Eo¢ "ExxAnoia, Emttehoion TV 0wTELOV aUTiiS GTOOTOMV €V
T OO, UEQLUVEL EUTEAXTMG Lt TAVTaS TOVG AvBpmmovg xontovrag fonbei-
S, TOUG TTEWVMVTOS, TOVE AITOQOVS, TOUS AODEVELS, TOUS AV QOVE, TOVE VITEQT-
Mxag, TOVS SIWHOUEVOUS, TOVS CLUCAMTOVS, TOVS QUAAKIOUEVOVS, TOVS QLOTE-
YOG, T OQQPOVCL, TO BUUOTOL TMV RATAOTQOPMV KL TMV TOLEWRDY OVYRQOVOE-
WV, TS EWTOQLAS AVOQMTWY %Ol TMV OUYXQOVWV HOQPMV dovletas. Al xato-
paihouevar Vo s *OpB000Eov "ExxAnoiog mooomadeion dudl TV RATOTOAE-
UNoLv Tiig €voelag xat TS ROWMVIXTS Adxlag ATtOTEAOTY EXPQAOLY THIC TULOTEWS
avTiic xai daxoviav Avtot tol Kuplov, 6 6motog étavtiosy ‘Eavtov mpog ma-
vt AvBoWIOV, 1dLMS OGS TOUS €V AVAYRALS EVOLOROUEVOVS: « E@’ 600V émoun-
oate EVi TOUTWV TV AOEAPDY tov TV EAayiotav, éuol émoumoate» (Marth. 25,
40). *Ev 1) mohumtiym tonty xowvwvirf) dwaxovig, i Exxinoto duvoton vo ov-
veQYatnTon UETA TV dLAPOQMV TYETIRMY ROLVWVIXMDY QOQEMYV.

2. Ot avtaywviopol xai ai €x000TTeg €V 1@ XOOUW EL0AYOVV Adwiay ®al
AVLOOTNTOL €L TV OUUUETOYNY TMV AVOOMTMV %ol TOV AoV €ig Ta dyafa Tijg
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Betog IMwovpyias. Lrepotv Amo Exatouuioto. avopamwy to footxd dyado xat
odyodv eig EaOMmOy Tiig avBommivg VTaEEews, TEORAMOTY HOCIKAS UETOL-
vaotevoels TABuoudv, dLeYelpovy EBVIRAC, BENOREVTIXAC KOl ROLVMVIXAS OUY-
%QEOVOELS, Ol OTTOTOL ATTELAOTY TNV E0MTEQLRNY OUVOYNY TOV ROLVOVLDY.

3. ‘H "ExxAnota d&v dvatow v peivy adidpoQog EVavil TOV OLXOVOUKRGDY
AOTAOTAOEWY, Ol OTTOTaL ENEEACOVY AEVNTIXMS OAOXANQOV TV AvBMITOTHTO.
"Emuéver eig v avayxny, ovyl wovov 1) otxovopic vo €oetdntan €t NOmmdv
AQY®OV, AL ol EumEdrTmg VO dtokovijtan dL aTiis 6 AvBPWTOS, CUUPMVMS
%ol TEOG TV dtdaoxakiay 100 Arootorov [avkov, «xomdvras dei avadaufa-
veoOar T@v aobevouviwy, uvnuovevewy te Tov Aoywv 1ot Kvpiov Incod, ot
avtoc elme pandoidv éom udrrov Sidévau fj Aaupdvervs (IpdE. 20,35). ‘O M.
Baotlelog yodger 81l «oxomdc otV éxdotp mpoxeiobau dpeirel v () éoym 1)
vmnoeoia TV deouvav, ovyi 1 idia avtod yoeia» (“Opot xatda miaros MB. PG
31,1025 A).

4. TO yaouo HeTaEV TAOUOLWV %Ol TTWY®V dtevpuvetar dpoopativ®ds €8
aitiag tic oirovouriic nploemg, | dmolo elvar ouviBwe dmotéheopa xepdooro-
O X MOLS POAYUOVS EX UEQOUS OLXOVOIUXMY TTOQAYOVTIMYV, OUYREVIOMOEWS TOU
TAOUTOU €1G YETQOIS OMYMV %o OTEEPATIS olrovouxic dQaoTELOTNTOC, 1) 670l
OTEQOVUEVY AraoOoVYNG ROl AvOQMITLOTIXT|G eVaobnolag, dev EEvmneTel, Te-
MM, TS Toaypamrdic dvéryrag Tic dvlpmmdmroc. Bubopog oixovouia etval
EXELVN, M OTTOLOL CUVOUVALEL TV ATOTEAEOUATIXOTITO, LETOL OLXOULOOUVIG ROL KOL-
voOVIrig alnieyyime.

5. “Yro 10g Toaytrig TOTOS ROTUOTAOELS, ROTOVOELTOL 1) TEQALOTLOL EVOVVY
S "ExxAnotog Ou TV XoTomoléunow T Telvg xal Taons GANS Hoogiic
evdelag €v T@ ®oouw. “Ev 1010010V QavOpEVoV €ig TV ETOYNV UGS, RATO TV
omolav al y®eot Lotv VO ®UBETTME TOYROOUOTOUEVNC OLROVOULAS, VITOdN-
Aot TV 00oaCY XQLOLY TOVTOTNTOS TOT OUYYQOVOU ROOUOV, LOTL 1) TTETvVa OVl
uovov amelhel to Ogiov ddov Tig Cwijg OhoxrMowv Aadv, alAa xai Biyel T ue-
YOAEIOV 2O THV LEQOTTOL TOT AVOQWITIVOU TROTMITOV, GUYYEOVIE O TEOOBA-
AeL xol TOV 10Lov TOV Ogov. Al ToUT0, AV 1) HEQLUVA dLdL TV KNV 1aS TQOPNV
eivan 0épa DMV, 1) péouva Sttt v Teogiy 10l cuvavBpmmov pag ival O
nvevpotirov (CTax. 2, 14-18). Anotelel, Emouévang, Amootoiny OAmv v "Opbo-
dO0EwV "Exxdnou®dv vor émdemviouy AAANAEYYUNY ®Ol VO, OQYOVOVOUY AITOTEAE-
ouaTX®S TV FoNBeLay TmV TTEOG TOVg €VOEETs adeApOUC.

6. ‘H Ayio 1ot Xowotod "Exxinoia €v td xabolnd oopott adtic, megurhel-
oVoa €ig TOVG XOAMTOUS QI TTOMOVS AQOUS TH|S YIS, AVOOEVUEL TV OV THiG
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ravavipommivoy dAnleyying xoi VoomIleL TV OTEVOTEQUV OUVEQYAOLALY
ALV %Ol XQOTOV TEOS ELQNVIXIV ETAVOLY TMV OLOLPOQMYV.

7. Avnovyiav meorolel eig ™V "ExxAnotov 1 dtaorde avEavouevn EmpPoln
elg TV AvORMIOTNTA EVOC RATAVAAWTLXOT TEOTOV Lmi|C, O OTTOTOG OTEQETTOL TOV
YOLOTLOVIXGY OV AEL@V. YrO TV Evvolay adthy, 6 #aTavolmTondg ovToc,
€V CUVOVOLOU® UETA TS EXNOOUUKEVUEVIS TIOLYROOUOTTOLOEMS, TELVEL V&L OON)-
YN0 TOUS MaOUG €ig TV ATTMAELLY TMV TVEVUATIXMY ROTOFOADY AUTMdY, EIg TV
LOTOQUXNV Auvnoto ol €ig TV ANBNV TOV Toad00EmV.

8. T uéoa YEVIrTIG EVIIUEQMOEWS VYL OTTAVIMG TELOTV VITO TOV EAEYYOV ULALS
10e0AOYLOC PLAELEVOEQOS TTOYROOWOTTOWOEMS %ol oUTm xabiotovror diowhol
d10d00emg TOD RaTAUVAAWTIONOD %ot Tiig avnowomrog. Tdawtépav dvnovyiav
TEOXOAOTV TTEQLOTATLRAL, X0LO’ G 1] OTAOLS EVOVTL TMV ONOoXREVTIRMY AELDY Y000
xtnoiletan dua v EMhenpy oefaouod, éviote O¢ xai dua PAacenuiay, TEoke-
voivto duyaouovg xai £Eeyépoels £vtog tig xowvmviac. ‘H Exxlnotio mpogido-
TOLET TOL TEXVAL AUTHS OLl TOV RIVOUVOV TOD EmNEEQOUOD TMV OUVELDNOEWY ALt
THV HECWV EVINUEQWOEMS RO THS YONTEWS AVTMV OVYL LdL THV TQOOEYYLOLY TMV
AvOOWTMV 1ol TV M@V, GALCL LdL TV YELQOYDYNOLY TMV.

9. Eic v mopetav, v dwovver 1 "Exxdnoia, ®xnouttovoa rat doxotoo v
OWTNOLOV GUTOOTOMV OTHS 0Ll TV AvOQMTOTNTO, OAOEV %Ol TAXTIXDTEQOV
EQYETOL AVTLUETOITOS UETOL TMV EXPAVOEMV THig Exroourevoews. ‘H "Exxlnoia
100 XQLOTOU ROAETTOL VO ETAVAILOTUTIMOY) ROL PAVEQMOY) TV TQOPNTIRIV LOLQ-
TUELOY TG €iC TOV OOUOV, OTNOLLOUEVY €IS THV EWTELQLOV TH|C TLOTEWS, VItevOv-
wifovoa €v TauT@d ol TV TEOYUATIXYY AITOOTOANY aUTHC, dLdt TS noaryyehiog
i Baotheiog tol Oeod xai T xalhiegyelas ouveldnoems EVOTNTog €Lg TO TOL-
uviov ovtiic. Ottw, davoiyeton eVEL Tediov dL” avrthv, dedopévou OTL g VoL
OTLXOV OTOLYETOV THIS ExrANOLOAOYIXT|S TS dLdaoraALaS TEORAMAEL g TOV die-
OTOOUEVOV XOOUOV THV EVYOQLOTLOXIY XOLVMVIALY ROl EVOTTOL.

10. “O moBog Ti OLVEXOTS VENTEMS THIS EVNUEQLOS XL 1] AUETQOS HATAVA-
MO AVOTTOQEVRTOS OONYOTV €IS THY JUOAVAAOYOV YOTOLV %ol TV EEQvTANOLY
TV Quo@v mopwv. H dnuovpynBeioa 1o 100 Beot xtiolg, 1) Omoia €506
elg Tov avBpwmov «épyaleobar xai puidooetv» avtv (tePA. Tev. 2.15), Vepi-
OTOTOL TG OUVETELOC THS Guaptiag 100 avBpowmov: «Tjj ydo uaraudtnt ) xtiowg
UmETAYN, 0y €xoTOw, GAAG Ot Tov UmotaSavra, €’ EATiOL 6Tt xal avT) 1) xTi-
o1 EAevBepwOnoetal amo Tijc dovieiag Tijc phoag eic Thv EAevBegiav il d0-
&g TV téxvav 100 Ocot. Oidauev yap Ot maoa 1) xTiows ovoTevatel xal ovvew-
diver ot tov viivy (Pou. 8.20-22).
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‘H oixoAoyxi 2QLoLg, 1) OTroio UVOEETOL TQOE TAS RMUATOAOYLROS GANAY (G
®olL TV VrepBépuavoly tot mhavitov, ®aBLoTtd Emtaxrtinov 1o yeog Tig Ex-
rInotog 0mwg oupPahy, i Tdv elg TV dLABeOLV AUTIIS TVEVUATIRMY HECMV, ElG
TV TROOoTOoLOV THS dnutoveyiag Tol Oeod €x TV CUVETELMV THiS AVOQMITIVNG
aminotiag. ‘H amnotio Sui TV IXOvVOTomoLwy TdV DMrMY avoryr®dv 0O yYel gig
THV TIVEVUOTLXIV TTTWYEVOLY TOU AvOQMITOU ROl €IC TV ROTAOTQOPNV TOD TTEQL-
Balhovroc. Atv moémet v Aouovijtal, 81t 6 guotrdg mhottog TS Yiic SEv eiva
meQLovota tol dvBpmmov, dhla 1ol Anuovyot: «Tod Kvoiov 1) yij xai T0 aAg-
owua avTig, 1) oixovuévn xai mavres oi xarowoivies év avtip» (Poalu. 23,1).
Otrtwg, 1 ’Op0B0d0E0¢ "Exxdnoio Tovilel TV moootaciov T ONuoveyiag Tod
Oeod dui Thig ®alheyelag Tig vBUVNS ToT AvBpmmov Evavtt 10T BeooddTou
meQpdhhovtog xat duo Tig TEOPOMIS TV AQETMV THS OAYOQXELOS XAl TiiG
gyroateiag. ‘Ogethouev vo EvBuumpueda, OtL Oyt LOVOV ol onueoLvat, GAAL rol
ol wehovTLral yeveal £xouv dxatmua £l TV QUOAY Ayaddv, To OToto Hig
€YGOLOEY O ANULOVQEYOC.

11. Aw thv *Op0080E0v "Exxhnoiav, 1 txavom|g TeOg EMOTNUOVIXYY £QEV-
vaw 100 OOV atotehel Be0000TOV dDEOV €ig TOV AvORMITOV. Zuyyo0ving Opmg
TTEOS QT TV ®oTdpaowy, 7| "ExxAnoia émonuaiver 1ovg xvdivoug, ot 6motol
VTORQUITTOVIOL EIC THV YOT|OLY MOLOUEVOV ETLOTNUOVIXMV EMTEVYUATOV. Ogm-
€l 811 6 momuwy eivar pev hevBepog v pevvil, Gl ol Bt dpeikel v
dlamomTyy TV €QEVVAY TOV, OTAY TORAPLACOVTIOL POOLRAL YOLOTLOVIXOL %Ol
avBpmmotival apyal: «Ilavra por é§eoty, GAA’ ov mavra ovugéoet» (A" Koo.
6, 12) nai «To xadov ov xaAdv, otav un xaddg yiviraws (Tonyoplov 100 O¢o-
MOyov, Adyog Ocodoyixos A, 4, PG 36, 16 C). ‘H 6o atrm tijc "Exxhnotog
amodewmvieton TOAMOTAMS ArroaiTnTog dud Thv 0BV 0pLo0ET oY Tiig EhevOe-
olog %ol TV AELOTOINOLY TMV ROQITMV TH|S EMOTHUNG, €IS TAVTAS OYEDOV TOVS TO-
Uelg tijg omolag, 1dig d¢ Tijg froloylag, avauévovtol vEa EmTelyuoto, Gl 1ol
rivduvol. Ev tat®, vmoypapupuifouev v dvauglofimmrov tepdmra tig avBow-
mivng Cofig aro Tiig ouMAmpews uéyoL T guotrot Bavatov.

12. Koo 1o tehevtaio €11, ToQateeiton GAUaTmONg AvamtuEls eig tag Pro-
ETMOTHUOS KOL €IS TV OUVOEdEUEVV UE aTOg PLoteyvoloyio, TOMO Emiteny-
uato TV 0rrolmv Bemeotvron eveQyeTLra St TOV AvBpwmTov, Alla dnutovpyotv
NOwa dkupata, Ev dAha xpivovion dmopouttéa. ‘H ’OpB0d0Eog "Exxhnoia
moteveL 6t 6 dvBpwmog StV eival Grholv CUVOAOY RUTTAQWY, T0TMY %ol OQYd-
VOV, OUTE %ol TEOo0dL0QICETOL UOVOV ATO PLoloyirols Tapdyovrag. ‘O aviom-
mog Quotelel dMuovpynua «xat’ eixova Ogot» (Tev. 1, 27) nal Ba moémel 1
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AvopoEa ig aUTOV VoL Yiviitaw we Tov d¢ovta oefaouov. H dvoyvmpiotg Tiig Oe-
ueMmdovg aric ayiic OOMYEL lg TO CLUUTEQAOUD, OTL TOOOV ROTOL THV ETLOTY-
UOVIXI|V EQEVVALY, OO0V RO ROTOL TIV TTQOUKTIXYV EQPOOUOYNY TMV VEMV AVOROAD-
PEWV %Ol EPEVOETEMV, OEOV OTTME OLOPUAGTONTOL TO ATTOAMITOV diralmuo xabe
avBpmmov vo amolawy ogfaopod xal i elg mav otadov Tijg Lwiig Tov,
r0Bmg ®al 1 fovinois 1ot Oeo, Mg atty EpavepmOn xatd TV Onuoveyiayv. ‘H
€0euvaL TTEETEL VoL APV VIT Oy TS TOS NORAS RO TTVEVUATIXAS QYOS ROL
10 YOLoTIVIROL BEoua. ATtoaitTog OEBaonog dEov var Emderkvimton rol &ig
OMv v Anuovgyiay tol ©gol TO00V ®aTh TV XOTj0LWV aUTHS U0 ToU avBow-
TOU, 000V %Ol RATA TV EQEVVAY, CUUPOVIS TEOS TV EVIOAMV ToU B0l TEOg
avtov (Tev. 2, 15).

13. Katd Tovg x00voug ToUTouS THS EXROCIAEVOEWMS, IOLOTEQWS TOOPAALEL
1 avayxn, omwg €Eapdi) | onuacia g aylottog ol Pilov, £v OPeL Tig Tvev-
UOTLXA|S #QLOEME, 1 OTOLOL YAEOXTNELLEL TOV OUYY0oVOoV moMTiopov. ‘H mapa-
vonolg tiig éhevbeptog mg EhevBeQrottog 6OMYET elg TV ENOLY Tijg Eyrinua-
TUOTNTOG, TV XATAOTQOPNV %ol TV fefNAmoty TdV oefaoudtmy, Thv EEGLeL-
Yuv 100 ogfaouod TEoOg TV ElevBepiav ToU TANGloV ol TV lepdTnTa Tiig Lofjc.
‘H *0Op8600E0¢ Mapadootis, diauoppmbeion dud Tiig frooewg €V T meakel Tdv
YOLOTLOVIX®V AANOELDY, ELVOL POPEVE TVEVUATIROTNTOC ®al AoxTixoD HOouc,
10 Omotov déov v €EapBf) xal TEOPANOT) Ohmg dLanTéQwg *aTd TV EmOYIV
NUAV.

14. ‘H &idun) mowpavund) puéouuva: tiis "Exxdnotog meog tolg vEoug Tuyydvel
dLaorng ol AueTamT®Tog oLl TV €V XQLoTd SLomoudaymynoty twv. Avtovon-
TOG TUYYGVEL 1] TTQOEXTOOLS TH|S TTOLUaVTLXi|S VBUVNG Tig "ExxAnotog »al gig Tov
0e0000TOV BECUOV THIS OLKOYEVELAS, TTIG GELTOTE Ol ATTOQOUTITWS E0TNELYON
€lg TO 1EQOV MVOTNELOV TOT YOLOTLOVIXOT YOUOV, 1S EVAIOEMS AVOQOS KOl YUVOL-
%0G, N O6mota elnovitel v Evmory tot Xowotol rat i Exxinotog Tov (CEe.
5,32). Totto xafiotaton Emiraov, £V OPeL LAAMOTO ®al ATTOTELRMY VOULILOTTOL-
NOEMG EIC YMOOS TLVOS ®ail OE0MOYIXTIGC BEUEMMOEMS IS YOLOTLOVIXOS TLVOS ROL-
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SYNAXIS OF ORTHODOX PRIMATES
The Mission of the Orthodox Church
in Today’s World

DECISION

The contribution of the Orthodox Church in realizing
peace, justice, freedom, fraternity and love between peoples,
and in the removal of racial and other discriminations.

The Church of Christ exists in the world, but is not of the world (cf. Jn 17:11,
14-15). The Church, as the sign and image of the Kingdom of God in history,
proclaims the good news of a new creation (Il Cor 5:17), of new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells (II Pt 3:13); news of a world in which
God will wipe away every tear from people’s eyes; there shall be no more death,
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain (Rev 21:4-5).

Such hope is experienced and foretasted by the Church, especially each time
the Divine Eucharist is celebrated, bringing together (I Cor 11:20) the scattered
children of God (Jn 11:52) without regard to race, gender, age, social, or any
other condition into a single body where there is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female (Gal 3:28; cf. Col
3:11).

This foretaste of the new creation -of a world transfigured- is also experi-
enced by the Church in the countenance of her saints who, through their spiri-
tual struggles and virtues, have already revealed the image of the Kingdom of
God in this life, thereby proving and affirming that the expectation of a world
of peace, justice, and love is not a utopia, but the substance of things hoped for
(Heb 11:1), attainable through divine grace and spiritual struggle.

Finding constant inspiration in this expectation and foretaste of the King-
dom of God, the Church cannot remain indifferent to the problems of human-
ity in each period. On the contrary, she shares in our anguish and existential
problems, taking upon herself —as the Lord did- our suffering and wounds,
which are caused by evil in the world and, like the Good Samaritan, pouring oil
and wine upon our wounds through a patient, comforting (Rom 15:4; Heb
13:22), and loving word (Lk 10:34). The word addressed to the world is not pri-
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marily meant to judge and condemn the world (cf. Jn 3:17; 12:47), but rather to
offer to the world the guidance of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God — name-
ly, the hope and assurance that evil, no matter its form, does not have the last
word in history and must not be allowed to dictate its course.

Drawing from these principles and the accumulated experience and teaching
of her patristic, liturgical, and ascetical tradition, the Orthodox Church shares
the concern and anxiety of contemporary humanity with regard to fundamental
existential questions that preoccupy the world today. She thus desires to help re-
solve these issues, allowing the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding
(Phil 4:7), reconciliation, and love to prevail in the world.

1. The Dignity of the Human Person

1. The human person’s dignity, which stems from being created in the image of
God and from our role in God’s plan for humanity and the world, was the
source of inspiration for the Church Fathers, who delved into the mystery of
divine oikonomia. Regarding the human person, St. Gregory the Theologian
characteristically emphasizes that: The Creator makes a sort of second
world, which is great in the small, he places on earth another angel, a wor-
shipper composed of various natures, a contemplator of visible creation, a
witness of the mysteries of creation as comprehended by the intellect, a king
over all that is on the earth who is subject to the heavenly kingdom...a living
being, prepared here and transported to another world and (which is the cul-
mination of the mystery) who attains deification through striving for God
(Homily 45, On Holy Pascha, 7. PG 36, 632AB). The purpose of the incarna-
tion of the Word of God is the deification of the human person. Christ, hav-
ing renewed within himself the old Adam (cf. Eph 2:15), made the human
person divine like himself, the beginning of our hope (Eusebius of Caesarea,
Demonstrations on the Gospel, Book 4, 14. PG 22, 289A). For just as the en-
tire human race was contained in the old Adam, so too, the entire human
race is now gathered in the new Adam: The Only-begotten One became man
in order to gather into one and return to its original condition the fallen hu-
man race (Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the Gospel of John, Book 9,
PG 74, 273D-275A). This teaching of the Church is the endless source of all
Christian efforts to safeguard the dignity and majesty of the human person.

271



The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World
©EoAor1A 1/2016

2. On this basis, it is essential to develop inter-Christian cooperation in every
direction for the protection of human dignity and of course for the good of
peace, so that the peace-keeping efforts of all Christians without exception
may acquire greater weight and significance.

3. To help foster such broader cooperation, it is essential to maintain a com-
mon approach to the preeminent value of the human person. Orthodox
Churches are called to contribute to inter-religious understanding and coop-
eration, whereby she may contribute to the efforts to eradicate fanaticism of
every kind, establish reconciliation among peoples, as well as help freedom
and peace prevail throughout the world in order to serve humankind, irre-
spective of race and religion. Of course, such cooperation excludes both syn-
cretism and the desire of one religion to impose itself over others.

4. We are convinced that, as God’s fellow workers (I Cor 3:9), we can advance
to this common service together with all people of good will, who love peace
that is pleasing to God, for the sake of human society on the local, national,
and international levels. This ministry is a commandment of God (Mt 5:9).

2. Freedom and Responsibility.

1. Freedom is one of God’s greatest gifts to humanity as a specific bearer of the
image of a personal God and member of a community of persons, which,
through the unity of the human race, reflects by grace the life and commun-
ion of the Divine Persons of the Holy Trinity. He who created the human
person in the beginning made him free and autonomous, limiting him solely
by the laws of the commandment (Gregory the Theologian, Homily 14, On
Love for the Poor, 25. PG 35, 892A). Freedom renders the human person ca-
pable of progressing toward spiritual perfection; yet, it also includes the risk
of disobedience as independence from God and consequently the fall, which
tragically gives rise to evil in the world.

2. The consequences of evil include those imperfections and shortcomings pre-
vailing today, including: secularism; violence; moral laxity; negative phenom-
ena such as the plague of drugs and other addictions in the lives of certain
youth; racism; the arms race and wars, as well as the resulting social catastro-
phes; the oppression of certain social groups, religious communities, and en-
tire peoples; social inequality; the restriction of human rights in the field of
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freedom of conscience - in particular religious freedom; the misinformation
and manipulation of public opinion; economic misery; the disproportionate
redistribution of vital resources or complete lack thereof; the hunger of mil-
lions of people; forced migration of populations and human trafficking; the
refugee crisis; the destruction of the environment; and the unrestrained use
of genetic biotechnology and biomedicine at the beginning, duration, and
end of human life. These all create infinite anxiety for humanity today.

3. Faced with this situation, which has degraded the concept of the human per-
son, the duty of the Orthodox Church today is—through its preaching, the-
ology, worship, and pastoral activity—to promote the truth of freedom in
Christ. All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helptul; all things
are lawtul for me, but not all things edify. Let no one seek his own, but each
one the other’s well-being...for why is my liberty judged of another man’s
conscience? (I Cor 10:23-24, 29) Freedom without responsibility and love
eventually leads to loss of freedom.

3. Peace and Justice

1. The Orthodox Church has diachronically recognized and revealed the cen-
trality of peace and justice in people’s lives. The very revelation of Christ is
characterized as a gospel of peace (Eph 6:15), for Christ has brought peace
to all through the blood of his Cross (Col 1:20), preached peace to those afar
and near (Eph 2:17), and has become our peace (Eph 2:14). This peace,
which surpasses all understanding (Phil 4:7), as the Lord Himself told His
disciples before His passion, is broader and more essential than the peace
promised by the world: peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as
the world gives do I give to you (Jn 14:27). This is because the peace of Christ
is the ripe fruit of the restoration of all things in Him, the revelation of the
human person’s dignity and majesty as an image of God, the manifestation
of the organic unity in Christ between humanity and the world, the universal-
ity of the principles of peace, freedom, and social justice, and finally the blos-
soming of Christian love among people and nations of the world. The reign
of all these Christian principles on earth gives rise to authentic peace. It is
the peace from above, for which the Orthodox Church prays constantly in its
daily petitions, asking this of the almighty God, Who hears the prayers of
those that draw near to Him in faith.
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2. From the aforementioned, it is clear why the Church, as the body of Christ
(I Cor 12:27), always prays for the peace of the whole world; this peace, ac-
cording to Clement of Alexandria, is synonymous with justice (Stromates 4,
25. PG 8, 1369B-72A). To this, Basil the Great adds: I cannot convince my-
self that without mutual love and without peace with all people, in as far as
it is within my possibilities, I can call myself a worthy servant of Jesus Christ
(Epistle 203, 2. PG 32, 737B). As the same Saint notes, this is self-evident for
a Christian, for nothing is so characteristic of a Christian as to be a peace-
maker (Epistle 114. PG 32, 528B). The peace of Christ is a mystical power
that springs forth from the reconciliation between the human person and the
heavenly Father, according to the providence of Christ, Who brings all things
to perfection in Him and who makes peace ineffable and predestined from
the ages, and who reconciles us with Himself, and in Himself with the Father
(Dionysius the Aeropagite, On the Divine Names, 11, 5, PG 3, 953AB).

3. At the same time, we are obligated to underline that the gifts of peace and
justice also depend on human synergy. The Holy Spirit bestows spiritual gifts
when, in repentance, we seek God’s peace and righteousness. These gifts of
peace and justice are manifested wherever Christians strive for the work of
faith, love, and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ (I Thes 1:3).

4. Sin is a spiritual illness, whose external symptoms include conflict, division,
crime, and war, as well as the tragic consequences of these. The Church
strives to eliminate not only the external symptoms of illness, but the illness
itself, namely, sin.

5. At the same time, the Orthodox Church considers it is her duty to encourage
all that which genuinely serves the cause of peace (Rom 14:19) and paves the
way to justice, fraternity, true freedom, and mutual love among all children
of the one heavenly Father as well as between all peoples who make up the
one human family. She suffers with all people who in various parts of the
world are deprived of the benefits of peace and justice.

4. Peace and the Aversion of War

1. The Church of Christ condemns war in general, recognizing it as the result
of the presence of evil and sin in the world: Where do wars and fights come
from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war
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in your members? (Jm 4:1). Every war threatens to destroy creation and life.
This is most particularly the case with wars with weapons of mass destruction
because their consequences would be horrific not only because they lead to
the death of an unforeseeable number of people, but also because they ren-
der life unbearable for those who survive. They also lead to incurable dis-
eases, cause genetic mutations and other disasters, with catastrophic impact
on future generations.

The amassing of all kinds of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons pos-
es very serious dangers inasmuch as they create a false sense of superiority
and dominance over the rest of the world. Moreover, such proliferation cre-
ates an atmosphere of fear and mistrust, becoming the impetus for a new
arms race.

. The Church of Christ, which understands war as essentially the result of evil
and sin in the world, supports all initiatives and efforts to prevent or avert it
through dialogue and every other viable means. When war becomes in-
evitable, the Church continues to pray and care in a pastoral manner for her
children who are involved in military conflict for the sake of defending their
life and freedom, while making every effort to bring about the swift restora-
tion of peace and freedom.

. The Orthodox Church resolutely condemns the multifaceted conflicts and
wars provoked by fanaticism that derives from religious principles. There is
grave concern over the permanent trend of increasing oppression and perse-
cution of Christians and other communities in the Middle East and else-
where because of their beliefs; equally troubling are the attempts to uproot
Christianity from its traditional homelands. As a result, existing interfaith
and international relations are threatened, while many Christians are forced
to abandon their homes. Orthodox Christians throughout the world suffer
with their fellow Christians and all those being persecuted in this region,
while also calling for a just and lasting resolution to the region’s problems.
Wars inspired by nationalism and leading to ethnic cleansing, the violation
of state borders, and the seizure of territory are also condemned.

. The Attitude of the Church Toward Discrimination

. The Lord, as King of righteousness (Heb 7:2-3) denounces violence and injus-
tice (Ps 10:5), while condemning the inhumane treatment of one’s neighbor (Mt
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25:41-46; Jm 2:15-16). In His Kingdom, reflected and present in His Church on
earth, there is no place for hatred, enmity, or intolerance (Is 11:6; Rom 12:10).

2. The Orthodox Church’s position on this is clear. She believes that God has
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth
(Acts 17:26) and that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther slave nor free, there is neither male nor female: for you are all one in
Christ Jesus (Gal 3:28). To the question: Who is my neighbor? Christ re-
sponded with the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37). In so doing,
He taught us to tear down all barriers erected by enmity and prejudice. The
Orthodox Church confesses that every person, regardless of color, religion,
race, gender, ethnicity, and language, is created in the image and likeness of
God, and enjoys equal rights in society. Consistent with this belief, the Or-
thodox Church rejects discrimination for any of the aforementioned reasons
since these presuppose an intrinsic difference between people.

3. The Church, in the spirit of respecting human rights and equal treatment of
all, values the application of these principles in the light of her teaching on
the sacraments, the family, the role of both genders in the Church, and the
overall principles of Church tradition. The Church has the right to proclaim
and witness to her teaching in the public sphere.

6. The Mission of the Orthodox Church
As a Witness of Love through Service

1. In fulfilling her salvific mission in the world, the Orthodox Church actively
cares for all people in need, including the hungry, the poor, the sick, the dis-
abled, the elderly, the persecuted, those in captivity and prison, the homeless,
the orphans, the victims of destruction and military conflict, those affected by
human trafficking and modern forms of slavery. The Orthodox Church’s ef-
forts to confront destitution and social injustice are an expression of her faith
and the service to the Lord, Who identifies Himself with every person and es-
pecially with those in need: Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these
my brethren, you did it to me (Mt 25:40). This multidimensional social serv-
ice enables the Church to cooperate with various relevant social institutions.

2. Competition and enmity in the world introduce injustice and inequitable ac-
cess among individuals and peoples to the resources of divine creation. They
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deprive millions of people of fundamental goods and lead to the degradation
of human existence; they incite mass migrations of populations, and they en-
gender ethnic, religious, and social conflicts, which threaten the internal co-
hesion of communities.

. The Church cannot remain indifferent before economic conditions that neg-
atively impact humanity as a whole. She insists not only on the need for the
economy to be grounded upon ethical principles, but that it must also tangi-
bly serve the needs of human beings in accordance with the teaching of the
Apostle Paul: By laboring like this, you must support the weak. And remem-
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, that he said, ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive’ (Acts 20:35). Basil the Great writes that each person should make
it his duty to help those in need and not satisty his own needs (Moral Rules,
42. PG 31, 1025A).

. The gap between rich and poor is dramatically exacerbated due to the finan-
cial crisis, which normally results from the unbridled profiteering in some fi-
nancial circles, the concentration of wealth in the hands of the few, and per-
verted business practices devoid of justice and humanitarian sensitivity,
which ultimately do not serve humanity’s true needs. A sustainable economy
is that which combines efficiency with justice and social solidarity.

. In light of such tragic circumstances, the Church’s great responsibility is per-
ceived in terms of overcoming hunger and all other forms of deprivation in
the world. One such phenomenon in our time -whereby nations operate
within a globalized economic system- points to the world’s serious identity
crisis, for hunger not only threatens the divine gift of life for all peoples, but
also offends the splendor and sanctity of the human person, while simultane-
ously offending God. Therefore, if concern over our own sustenance is a ma-
terial issue, then concern over feeding our neighbor is a spiritual issue (Jm
2:14-18). Consequently, it is the mission of all Orthodox Churches to exhibit
solidarity and administer assistance effectively to those in need.

. The Holy Church of Christ, in her universal body—embracing in her fold
many peoples on earth—emphasizes the principle of universal solidarity and
supports the closer cooperation of peoples and nations for the sake of resolv-
ing conflicts peacefully.

. The Church is concerned about the ever-increasing imposition upon society
of a consumerist lifestyle, devoid of Christian ethical principles. In this sense,
consumerism combined with secular globalization tends to lead to the loss of
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nations’ spiritual roots, their historical loss of memory, and the forgetfulness
of their traditions.

. Mass media frequently operates under the control of an ideology of liberal

globalization and is thus rendered an instrument for disseminating con-
sumerism and immorality. Instances of disrespectful—at times blasphe-
mous—attitudes toward religious values are cause for particular concern,
inasmuch as arousing division and conflict in society. The Church warns her
children of the risk of influence on their conscience by the mass media, as
well as its use to manipulate rather than bring people and nations together.

. Even as the Church proceeds to preach and realize her salvific mission for

the world, she is all the more frequently confronted by expressions of secu-
larism. The Church of Christ is called to reformulate and reveal her prophet-
ic witness to the world, grounded on the experience of faith and recalling her
true mission through the proclamation of the Kingdom of God and the cul-
tivation of a sense of unity among her flock. In this way, she opens up a broad
field of opportunity since an essential element of her ecclesiology promotes
Eucharistic communion and unity within a shattered world.
The yearning for continuous growth in prosperity and an unfettered con-
sumerism inevitably lead to a disproportionate use and depletion of natural
resources. Nature, which was created by God and given to humankind to
work and preserve (cf. Gen 2:15), endures the consequences of human sin:
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him
who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth
pangs together until now (Rom 8:20-22).
The ecological crisis, which is connected to climate change and global
warming, makes it incumbent upon the Church to do everything within her
spiritual power to protect God’s creation from the consequences of human
greed. As the gratification of material needs, greed leads to spiritual impov-
erishment and to environmental destruction. We should not forget that the
earth’s natural resources are not our property,, but the Creator’s: The earth
is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world, and those who dwell therein (Ps
23:1). Therefore, the Orthodox Church emphasizes the protection of God’s
creation through the cultivation of human responsibility for our God-given
environment and the promotion of the virtues of frugality and self-restraint.
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11.

12.

13.

We are obliged to remember that not only present, but also future genera-
tions have a right to enjoy the natural goods granted to us by the Creator.
For the Orthodox Church, the ability to explore the world scientifically is a
gift from God to humanity. However, along with this positive attitude, the
Church simultaneously recognizes the dangers latent in the use of certain
scientific achievements. She believes that the scientist is indeed free to con-
duct research, but that the scientist is also obliged to interrupt this research
when it violates basic Christian and humanitarian values. According to St.
Paul, All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful (I Cor 6:12),
and according to St. Gregory the Theologian, Something good is not good
if it is not achieved through good means (1st Theological Oration, 4, PG 36,
16C). This perspective of the Church proves necessary for many reasons in
order to establish proper boundaries for freedom and the application the
fruits of science, where in almost all disciplines, but especially in biology, we
can expect both new achievements and risks. At the same time, we empha-
size the unquestionable sacredness of human life from conception to natu-
ral death.

Over the last years, we observe an immense developments in the biological
sciences and in corresponding biotechnologies. Many of these achievements
are considered beneficial for humankind, while others raise ethical dilem-
mas and still others are deemed unacceptable. The Orthodox Church be-
lieves that the human person is not merely a composition of cells, bones,
and organs; nor again is the human person defined solely by biological fac-
tors. The human person is created in the image of God (Gen 1:27) and ref-
erence to humanity must take place with due respect. The recognition of
this fundamental principle leads to the conclusion that, both in the process
of scientific investigation as well as in the practical application of new dis-
coveries and innovations, we should preserve the absolute right of each in-
dividual to be respected and honored at all stages of life. Moreover, we
should acknowledge the will of God as manifested through creation. Re-
search must take into account ethical and spiritual principles, as well as
Christian precepts. Indeed, due respect must be rendered to all of God’s
creation in regard to both the way humanity treats and science explores it,
in accordance to God’s commandment (Gen 2:15).

In these times of secularization marked by a spiritual crisis characteristic of
contemporary civilization, it is especially necessary to highlight the signifi-

279



®EoAoria 1/2016

14.

15.

280

The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World

cance of life’s sacredness. The misunderstanding of freedom as permissive-
ness leads to an increase in crime, the destruction and defacement of those
things held in high regard, as well as the total disrespect of our neighbor’s
freedom and of the sacredness of life. Orthodox Tradition, shaped by the
experience of Christian truths in practice, is the bearer of spirituality and
the ascetic ethos, which must especially be encouraged in our time.

The Church’s special pastoral care for young people represents an unceas-
ing and unchanging Christ-centered process of formation. Of course, the
pastoral responsibility of the Church also extends to the divinely-granted in-
stitution of family, which has always been and must always be founded on
the sacred mystery of Christian marriage as a union between man and
woman, as reflected in the union of Christ and His Church (Eph 5:32). This
is especially vital in light of attempts in certain countries to legalize and in
certain Christian communities to justify theologically other forms of human
cohabitation that are contrary to Christian tradition and teaching.

In our times, just as throughout history, the prophetic and pastoral voice of
the Church appeals to the heart of humankind, calling us, with the Apostle
Paul, to embrace and experience whatever things are true, whatever things
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report (Phil 4:8)—namely, the
sacrificial love of the Crucified Lord, the only way to a world of peace, jus-
tice, freedom, and love among peoples and between nations.

Chambeésy, 26 January 2016
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TO TOYUTEQOV JUVATOV %Ol OTTWS 0QYAVmOT) ATy ®OTd TEOTOV CUUPOVOV
7TEOS TV 0000J0E0V EXXANCLOAOYLOY %O TV ROVOVIXIV TAQAOOLY %Ol
eaEW Tiig "OpB000E0v "Exxinoiag.

B) Aemotdmdn dootwg ST #aTh TV TapoToay Qacty SEv eivar équrti) Su”
LOTOQIXOVES ROL TTOLUOVILXOVS AOYOUS 1) GUECOS uetapaocts €ig v
avOTNEMOS ®avovirly TaEw Tiig "Exxinolog wg mpog 10 tymua totro,
TOUTEOTLY €lg TV VaELY €vOg wovov "Emoxomov €ig tov aitov Tomoy.
Au TOV Mdyov tottov 101 elg ™V arndpaoty, OTmg TEOTELVY) TV MULovE-
Yo UETAPATITC TLVOS RATAOTAOEMS, TS %O B0 TTEOETOLUAON TO £Q0pOg
A Tv Aot edg ®avoviriv Aoty 1ol meofAnuatog, £t i) fdoel doydV
7oL #oTevBUVOEMY, 0l OTTOTOL dLoryApOVTOL ®oTwTEQW. "H Toloty mpoe-
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‘H "0p0660&0¢ Araomopa

Towaoto Ogv B mpgmer var foaduvy mEQay Tig ueAhovong v CUVELDY
‘Aylag rai Meyaing Xovodov tiig 'Op00d0Eov "Exxlnotiag, ®ote vo du-
wO1} avtn va Teof elg ulav xavovirny Moty Tot ToPAUaToG.

2. a) IMpoteivetat, Ommwg 2ot TO UETAPATIROV OTADLOV, ®ATO TO OTTOloV B TO-

eTolpnaodi) 1) ravovixi) Aotg tot Tnmuatog dnutoveynBodv (1 Wduotv)
Elg EXAOTNY €% TV RATWTEQW UVIIULOVEVOUEVMV TEQLOY MV « Emonomxal
TuveLeVOELs» TAVIOV TMV €V Tf| TEQLOYT] EXELVY IS RAVOVIXADV AVAYVOQL-
Couévov Emonommy, ottveg B EEanorovBoidv va Drtdymvtol €ig TG ®a-
VOVIROG OIvaodootag, €ig G DITAYOVTaL ONUEQOV.

B) Al ouvehevoelg avrtar B ouviotavton &% TavTmY TV v Exdoty TEQLOY)

ETOROTOV, OLTLVES EVQLOROVTOL €V KOVOVLXT] ROLVDVIQL UETOL TTOOMV TOV
ayotatwv "0p00d0Emv "ExxAnoudv xai B0 1poedpevwvral 1o Tod mom-
oV €% TV gig ™V Exnhnoiay Kovotavitvoumohemg UmoryouEVmv aQyLe-
oémv, EMelper 8¢ TovTou cuupOVHS TEOS TV TAEWY TV AlTTiymy. Avton
Ba €xouv éxteleotnny "Emtoomny, dmotelovuévny €x TV TOWTMV ie-
QUOYDV TOV dLAPOQMV AraL0dOOLMYV, 0l OTOTCUL VITAQYOVV €IS THV TEQLO-
XNV

) "Eoyov xai 000vn Tdv Emoromx@y Tovtmv ouvelevoemy O glvar 1) pé-

owuva, St TV QavéQmOoLy THg Evotntog Tiig "‘OpBodotiag »at Thv dvamty-
Ewv xowviig pdoems OV TV 0000dOEWV EXAOTNS TEQLOYTS TEOS Bepa-
TELOY TOV TOLUOVTLXDY avayr@Vv Ttdv €xel dafovviov 0000d0Ewmv,
AOLVNV EXTQOCMITNOLY TTOVTMV TV 0000d0EMV EVOvTL TMV ETEQOIOEMV ROl
TS OANG ROLVWVIOG TG TTEQLOYTIS, OMMEQYELOV TV BEOLOYHMDV YOOUUAL-
TV ROl THS ExrAolaotirnilc mondelag %Az, Al €l Tdv Bepndtov tovtmv
amogaoels 0o haupavovror xad’ opogpwviay tdv "ExxAnoidv ai omoton
EXTTOOCMITOTVVTOL EIC TI|V CUYXEXQLUEVNV ZUVEAEVOLV.

3. Al megroyai, €lg T0g omotag B0 dnuoveynBoiv eig €v mpmdtov otadiov "Emi-
OXOTULXOL OUVELEVOELS, OpLCoVTOL g EENC:

1.
ii.

[

Bopelog xai Kevrpuni) Aueouny.
Notog Aueourn.

iii. Avotpahia, N. Znhavdio xal "Queavia.

iv.

V.
Vi.
i
viii.

—

A%
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M. Boetavvia xat Tohavdia.

Tolio.

Bélywov, ‘OMavdia xat AovEgufodpyov.
AvoTpla.

Ttahia xai Mahto.
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ix. EMetia nat Avyrevotduy
x. Fepuavia.
xi. Zravdvovizal Xdoan (xtog tiig Phhavdiag).

xii. Toravia xai [Togtoyahia.

Ot émioromol Tiig ALoomods, ot OTOTOL RUTOLXOTV €IS TV ALOOTTOQAY KOl
&xouv &voplag ic TepLocoTéuC TEQLOYAC, O elvan uéAn TV Emoromudv Tu-
VELEVOEWV %O TOHV TEQLOYMV QUTMYV.

4. Elg T0¢ OUVEAEVOELS TOWTOG, O OTTOTAL CUYRQOTOTVTOL XAT GITOQOOLY TH|C TToL-
oovoNg AaoréPemg, avoriBeton 1) 00UV, Omtwe OAorANEMOOVY £V Taig Ae-
TTOUEQELOUS TOV VI’ QTG EYXOLOEVTO. ROVOVIOUOV AELTOUQYLOS OUTMV X
EQPAOUOCOVY QUTOV TO TAYVUTEQOV OUVATOV Ral OTMOONTOTE OO THS CUYHAN-
0ems TS Aylog ol Meydalng Xuvodov.

5. Al "Emioromxai Xuvehevoels d¢v amootepodv amo tovg Emoromovg uén
AUTOV AEUOLOTNTOS ALONTIXOT XAl ROVOVIXOD YOQUKTI|QOS OUTE TTEQLOQL-
Couv T duwonmpuoto avtdy €1 ™V Aomopay. At Emoromixal Zuvelevoelg
amoPhémouv glg TV dlapndppwoty xowilc Béoems tiig ’OpB0d0Eov "Exxnhn-
olog €t dlapomv Beudtmy, Totito 0Vd0Amg EumodiCel Tovg Emondmovs ué-
A1, ol omotot uévouy Vrtohoyol gig Tag 1drag Twv "Exxhnotag, va Expodoouy
TG ATOYPELS TOV 1OMV Twv "ExxAnoidv évamov 1ot £Em xoouov.

6. Ot mpoedpol TV "Emoromin®dv LuveAeVoemv ouyraholV ®al TQOESQEVOLV
OOV TOV ROV OUVAEEMV TMV EMOROTWV THS TTEQLOYTS TV (Aettovp-
YL@V, otpovtr@yv, dtounurdv x.Am.). Eig tnmuorta yevirmtéoov évolage-
00VT0G, amattotva, xat amopaowy i Emoromirilc Xuvehevoeme, mavop-
00000V AVTLUETOTIOLY O TEOEDQOC AT EXEL THY AVAPOQAY OUTOD EIG TOV
Oixovpevirov Iotouaeymy it Tt TeQaUTEQM RO T¢ TAvoEBodOEWS Loy vo-
VvIa.

7. At ’Op00d0EoL "Exxhnotion deougvovion, Ommg Wi Toofaivouy eic évepyelog
duvapévag var ToaBAAPouy TV OS dve dLyQAQOUEVNV TOQELOV TTROS KO-
vovixiv €miivoty 1ot Béuatog tiig Alaomopdc, B0 mpdttwot dg v 1O dv-
vatov TR0 dtevroAuvoly tol €oyov t@v "Emoromx®dv Tuvelevoewv xol
ATOROTAOTAOLY TG OUOATS ravovixii TaEemg €V TH) AlomoQd.

6-12 "Touvviov 2009

T 0 Iepyauov Tnavwe, mpoedpog
T 0 Kadijs "EAntidog Zépylog
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T 0 &v Avtwd) xat Kevipga Evpamy Twdvwng
T 0 Kamtwhadog Hovylog
T 6 Bohoxohauoxr TAapimv
T 6 Mndroxag Eipnvaiog
T 0 "'Ohteviag Elpnvaiog
T 6 Povoong Nedgurog
T 6 Zovxrdidr »at Toaiol Tepdiowpog
T 6 ITagov I'ewpylog
T 6 ITeprotepiov Xuoootopog
T 0 Liepartitoe Tempylog
T 0 Koputodg Twdvvng
T 6 Kouaopvo Toymv
T 0 ‘Elfetiog Tepepiag, yoouuoreig
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4" PRE-CONCILIAR PAN-ORTHODOX CONFERENCE

The Orthodox Diaspora

DECISION

The Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference was convened by His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, with the consensus of Their
Beatitudes the Primates of the Most Holy Orthodox Churches expressed during
their Sacred Synaxis at the Phanar in October 2008. The Fourth Pre-Conciliar
Pan-Orthodox Conference met at the Orthodox Center of Ecumenical Patriar-
chate in Chambésy, from 6 to 13 June 2009 under the chairmanship of His Em-
inence Metropolitan John of Pergamon, representative of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate.

This Conference, to which all of the most holy Orthodox Autocephalous
Churches were invited and were represented, studied the issue of the canonical
organization of the Orthodox Diaspora. Pursuant to article 16 of the Rules of
Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conferences, this Conference discussed the rele-
vant documents submitted in 1990 and 1993 by the Inter-Orthodox Preparatory
Commission, amending and approving them as follows:

1. It is affirmed that is the common will of all of the most holy Orthodox
Churches that the problem of the Orthodox Diaspora be resolved as quickly
as possible, and that it be organized in accordance with Orthodox ecclesiol-
ogy, and the canonical tradition and practice of the Orthodox Church.

Likewise, it is affirmed that during the present phase it is not possible, for
historical and pastoral reasons, for an immediate transition to the strictly
canonical order of the Church on this issue, that is, the existence of only one
bishop in the same place. For this reason, the Conference came to the de-
cision to propose the creation of a temporary situation that will prepare the
ground for a strictly canonical solution of the problem, based on the princi-
ples and guidelines set out below. Of necessity, this preparation will not ex-
tend beyond the convening of the future Great and Holy Council of the Or-
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thodox Church, so that it (the Council) can proceed with a canonical solu-
tion of the problem.

2. This Conference proposes that, for the transitional period where the canon-
ical solution of the issue will be prepared, “Episcopal Assemblies” of all
canonically recognized bishops in each region should be created (or found-
ed) in each of the regions defined below. The bishops will continue to be sub-
ject to the same canonical jurisdictions to which they are subject today.

These Assemblies will consist of all the bishops in each region who are in
canonical communion with all of the most holy Orthodox Churches, and will
be chaired by the first among the prelates of the Church of Constantinople
and, in the absence of thereof, in accordance with the order of the Diptychs.
These Assemblies will have an Executive Committee composed of the first
hierarchs of the different jurisdictions that exist in the region.

The work and the responsibility of these Episcopal Assemblies will be the
concern for manifesting the unity of Orthodoxy, the development of com-
mon action of all the Orthodox of each region to address the pastoral needs
of Orthodox living in the region, a common representation of all Orthodox
vis-a-vis other faiths and the wider society in the region, the cultivation of
theological scholarship and ecclesiastical education, etc. Decisions on these
subjects will be taken by consensus of the Churches who are represented in
the particular Assembly.

3. The regions in which Episcopal Assemblies will be created in a first stage are
defined as follows:

a. North America and Central America
b. South America

c. Australia, New Zealand and Oceania
d. Great Britain and Ireland

e. France

f. Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg
g. Austria

h. Italy and Malta

i. Switzerland and Lichtenstein

j. Germany
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k. Scandinavian countries (except Finland)
l. Spain and Portugal

The Bishops of the Diaspora, living in the Diaspora and possessing parishes
in multiple regions, will be members of the Episcopal Assemblies of those re-
gions.

. These Assemblies, which are formed by the decision of this present Confer-
ence, have the responsibility to complete the regulation of their operation in
the specifications approved by this Conference, and to apply this regulation
as soon as possible, and certainly before the convening of the Great and Holy
Council.

. The Episcopal Assemblies do not deprive the Member Bishops of their ad-
ministrative competencies and canonical character, nor do they restrict their
rights in the Diaspora. The Episcopal Assemblies aim to form a common
position of the Orthodox Church on various issues. In no way does this pre-
vent Members Bishops from remaining responsible to their own Churches,
and to express the views of their own Churches to the outside world.

. The chairmen of the Episcopal Assemblies convene and preside at all joint
meetings of the Bishops of their region (liturgical, pastoral, administrative,
etc.). As for matters of a more general concern that require, by the decision
of the Assembly of Bishops, a pan-Orthodox approach, the Assembly’s chair-
man refers it to the Ecumenical Patriarch for further pan-Orthodox actions.
. The Orthodox churches are bound not to advance actions that could hinder
the above process for a canonical resolution of the issue of the Diaspora, and
to do their utmost to facilitate the work of the Episcopal Assemblies and the
restoration of normal canonical order in the Diaspora.

Chambésy, 21-28 January 2016

T Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Chairman
T Archbishop Sergios of Good Hope

T Metropolitan John
(Patriarchate of Antioch)

T Metropolitan Isychios of Capitolias
T Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk
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1 Metropolitan Irinej of Backa
T Metropolitan Irenaeus of Oltenia
T Metropolitan Neophytos of Ruse
T Metropolitan Gerasimos of Zoukdidi and Tsaissi
T Metropolitan George of Paphos
T Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Peristeri
 Bishop George of Siemiatycze
T Metropolitan John of Korgé
1 Bishop Tikhon of Komarno

T Metropolitan Jeremiah of Switzerland,
Secretary for the Preparation
of the Holy and Great Council
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E’ [TPOXYNOAIKH [TANOPOOAOEOX AIAXKEYIX

To awtovouov
%0 O TOOTTOC AVOKNQUEENS OTOT

ATtOQaoLg

‘H E’ ITpoouvoduxn ITavopBodoEog Atdoreyic, éoyaodeloa émi i) PA-
oL To0 ovupWVNOEVTOS %ot £yxouBévtog Vo Tiig AopBoddEou ITporma-
oaoxevaotixils "Emttpontiic év Chambésy &mo Ing €mg 17ng Aexepfoiov
2009 xewpuévov «To Avtovouov xot 6 TEOTOg AVOrNQUEENS OTOT», £ENTO-
O€ TOG EXUANCLOANOYILHAG, TOS OVOVIROGS ROL TOC TTOLUAVTIXOS TTTUY OGS TOT Og-
ouot ToT Avtovouov, avelnmoe 0€ TV OUOPWVOV SLATUTTWOLY THS EViaiag
71ovopB0d0EO0L Bécems €mi ToT BEnatoc.

Ta aaoyoloovta v E' TTpoouvodunny TTavopBddoEov Avdoreyiy
Inmuota, T OTToTa. TEOXVITTOVY €% TOT £7tl ToT BEUATOC REWEVOU THS MG
avm AtopBodogov Ipomapaorevaotinils "Emtoortiic, dvepéovto:

Q) €lg TV EVVOLOY, TO TTEQLEXOUEVOV RO TO TTOWIA OyNuaTo 100 Beouod
T00 AvTOVOUOoUL,

B) eig tag mpovmobéoels tomxig Twvog Exxinotag dwa va Tnemon v
Avtovoplov avtig £x Tig eig v vdyetan Avtorepdiov "Exxinoiog,

v) €lg TV AmorAeloTIRNV GOUodLOTYTO Thig AUToNepdlov "Exxrhnoiag va
%LVION ROL VA OLORANE®MOT THV dLadiraociay atodooems THg AVTOVOULog €lg
Tufjue g xovovixiic duratodooiog avtiis, Avtovouwv "Exxinoudv uy
LOQUOUEVMV €L TOV YEWYQAPLROV XDEOV Tiig "O06d0E0V Alaomodg, ®a

) &lg TG oUVETELOGS THS EXANOLAOTLRTS QUTHS TTEAEEWS dLOL TOS OYEOELS
TS dvoxnouyBeiong Avtovonov "ExxAnciog 1000V p0g TV €ig v dvope-
oeton Avtoréparov "Exxinoiov, 0cov xai meog tag GAhag Altornepdhovg
’000080E0vs "Exninoiag.

1. “O Beouog T0T AVTOVOUOU EXPEATEL RATO ROVOVIROV TOOTTOV TO KO-
0TMS THS OXETUNGS 1] LEQHTIC AVEEXQTNOLOG EVOS OUYRERQUUEVOU EUNANOLAL-
OTROD TUNUOTOG €% THS ®ovovixiic dtnanodooiog T Altoxepdhov "Exxin-
olag, €Ig TNV OTTOLOY HOVOVIRMS AVOPEQETOL.
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To avTovouov xai 6 TEOmos AvaxnoVEEws avTol
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a) Kota v égpaguoyny 1od 0eopod Tovtou ig TV EXrANoLOoTIXTY TEAELY
diepoppmbnoav Babuides EEapthoems, Gpoodoal £ig TOS OXEOELS THS
Altovopov mpog v Avtoxégpalov "ExxAnoiov, eig v omolov aitn
AVOpEQETAL.

B) ‘H éxhoyn tov I[Mpowtov g Avtovouov "Exxninolog €yxpivetal 1) dievep-
yeTTOoL V0 100 AQUOdIOU EXXANOLOOTIROT OQYAVOL THS AUTOREPALOV
"ExxAnotog, 1ov ITpoxadnuevov tiic 6molog oUtog uvnuoveveL ®ol ig TOv
OTTOTOV RAVOVIRDG ALVAPEQETOL.

v) Eig v Aettovpyiav tol Beopot 100 AUTOVOUOoU DQLOTOVTOL SLApOQX
OYNUOTO HOTO, THV EPAQUOYTV 0OTOD €ig TNV ExrAnolootiriy TEGEELY, T
OmotaL TEOCGOLORILOVTOL £ THS EXTACEMS THS EE0QTOEMS THE AVTOVOUOU
o v Avtorépalov "Exxinoiav.

d) Elc oynuotd twva 6 fabuog éEapmoemws tiig Avtovouov "Exxinoiog
gnpodtetal xai Ot the ovupetoyis Tot ITpwrtou avtiig eig v LUvodov
T Avtorepaiov "Exxinoiag.

2. ‘H nivnoig »at 1) Ohoxnewols tiig duadwaociag dia thv dmddooy 1o
AlTtovopovu eig tufjua Tig ravovirils diratodooiog tig Avtorepdiov "Ex-
UANOLOG AVIREL LG TV ®OVOVIXNY AEUOdLOTNTA OUTHS, TTEOS TV OToloY
avogepetol 1 dvaxrnovooouévn Avtovouog "Exxinoioa. Ovtmg:

a) ‘H tnrotoa tv Avtovouiav avtig tomxy "Exxhnoio, €av duabéty tag
AVAYROLOS EXHANOLOOTIROC ROL TTOLUOVTIRAS TTEOVTOOE0ELS, VTOPAMAEL
TO OYETLROV CUTUCL EIC TNV TTEOS NV EXEL TV AVOapOoQOY QUTHE AVTOXE-
poahov "Exxdnoiov, €Enyodooa ®al ToUg 0ofaovs AOYyoug, ot Omotol
VITOLYOQEVOVV TV VITOBOAY TOT aiTthuotog aTiic.

B) ‘H Avtoréparoc "Exxinoia, dexouévn to aitquo avtig, AElohoyel €v
2uvodm thg TEOUTOOETELS Al TOUS AOYOUS THS VTOPOATS TOU aiThuo-
Tog ®o Amopaoilel S ™V atddooty 1) un 1ot Avtovopov. Eig megl-
TTOOLY OeTLriiC Amopdoems £xdideL TOV oxeTnov Topov, 6 6molog rabo-
oLCeL TO YEWYQQPIHO OQLOL RAL TOS OYEOELS THS AVTOVOUOU TTROS TV €ig
v vagépetor Avtorntépolov Exxinoioy, cupgpmveng teog T xoflepm-
UEVA ROLTNOLOL THS EXHANOLAOTIXAS TAQOO0CEWC.

v) ‘O TTpoxaBnuevog g Avtorepahov "ExxAnoiag Gvaxrowvol meog 10
Oixovuevirov TMatorayeiov xai tog Ghhag Avtorepdhovs "Op0080-
Eovg Exxlnoiog v avaxnouEy tijg Avtovouov "Exxinoiag.

8) ‘H Attdvouog "Exnhnoia éxgodleton Sux Thg ¢€ N Ehafe v avtovo-
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wiav avtiic Adtoxepdhov Exxdnoiog eic toc d1opB000Eovg, diaryot-
OTLAVIXOG %Ol SLaBONOrELONOG OYETELS QUTHGC.

€) ‘Exdom Avtoréporog "Exxinoio dvvator vo moQoywei adtdvouov
1OBECTMS UOVOV EVIOC TOV OQLMV TS ROVOVIKTIC YEMYQOPLKTIC TTEQLPE-
oelog avtiic. Eig tov x®dpov tiic *Op0000E0v Alaomodc d&v idpuovtal
Avtovouor "Exxhnoiat, €6 pi wovov petdt movopBodoEov ouvaiveoLy,
gEaopaMlonévny vmo 1ot Otrovuevinod TTaTELaEyov ®aTh TO TOVOQ-
0080Em¢ ioyvovta.

o1) Eig mepurtmwoeig dmovouils atovopou ®ofeot®tog eig v 1ol yem-
YOOPIXNV  EXRANCLAOTIXNY  TTEQLOYNY VO S0  AVTOREPAAWY
"ExxAnoldv, ®oi, Og €x ToUTOU, EYELQOUEVNS AUPLOPNTHOEMS EXOTEQOV
Avltovopov, al Euthexoueval TAEUQOL avagpéQoviol, OuoD 1] HEXW-
owouévwg, gig TOv Oirovpevinov Iatouaeyny (va oltog £Eevpn ™V %o
vovixnv Aoy €t 10T BEpatog ®atd T TovoeBoddEMS ioyvovTa.

3. Al éx 1iig dvarnEvEems 100 AVTOVOUOU TEORVITOVCOL L TV AVTO-
vouov ‘ExxAnciov zal v oxEoLv avTiic meog thv Avtoréparov "Exxinoiov
ovvémeLaw etva ol ®ATmoL:

a) ‘O Ipdtog T AvTovouov "ExxAnoiog uvnuovever povov tot OVOUOTog
o0 [Tpoxrabnuevou tijc Avtorepdiov "Exxinociog.

B) To 6voua tot Ipwtov g Avtovouov "Exxrinolog dev dvoyodpeton gig
O AlTuyo.

v) ‘H Avutovonog "Exrhnoio taparoufdaver 10 “Ayiov Moy éx Tijg Avto-
rnepahlov "Exxinoiag.

d) Ot "Emioxromor tijg Avtovopov "Exrhnolog éxhéyovior xot ®ablotovron
V7O T00 GEUOdLOV Exxinolaotinot dpydvoy avtis. Eig mepimtmory Pe-
Baiog mEog toTto aduvauiog g Avtovopov Exxinoiog, émmovpeital
avT Vo Tig Avtorepdiov "Exxlnoiog eig v dvopégeTat.

Xoumelv, 15 *Oxntwpoiov 2015

T 6 ITepyduov Twdvvng, TTpdedpog
T 6 Kahiic "EAntidog épylog
T Mntpomohitng Aapuoornvog
(IMTortorapyetov Avoyelog)
T 60 Kautttwhddog ‘Hovyrog
T 6 Bohoxohauox Thapiwv
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T 6 Mavpopovviov »ai ITagadaraooiog
AupLhoytog
T 6 Twpyropfrotiov Nmepwv
T 6 Baovng Twdvvng
T 6 Zoundid rai Todtol I'epdopuog
T 0 Tagov TemEyLog
T 6 IepLotepiov XpuoooTouog
T 6 Xieportitoe Temeylog
T 6 Koputodg "Todvvng
T 6 Miyahoproe T'edpyrog
1 6 ‘EAPetiag Tepeuiag,
Tooaupatelg émt tiig TTpomapaorevig
TS Aylog ®at Meyding Zuvodou
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5™ PAN-ORTHODOX PRE-CONCILIAR CONFERENCE

Autonomy and the Means
by Which it is Proclaimed

DECISION

The 5" Pan-Orthodox Pre-Conciliar Conference, upon the completion of its

work on the text, Autonomy and the Means by Which it is Proclaimed, already
agreed upon and adopted by the Inter-Orthodox Preparatory Committee dur-
ing its session in Chambésy on December 9-17, 2009, considered the ecclesio-
logical, canonical, and pastoral aspects of the institution of Autonomy and
sought a unanimous pan-Orthodox position on the matter.

The 5" Pan-Orthodox Pre-Conciliar Conference, which grounded its work

on the text adopted by the Inter-Orthodox Preparatory Committee, addressed:

1.
2.

The concept, nature, and various forms of the institution of autonomy.
The prerequisites for a local Church to request Autonomy from the Auto-
cephalous Church to which it belongs.

. The exclusive prerogative of an Autocephalous Church to initiate and com-

plete the process of granting Autonomy to a certain segment of its canonical
jurisdiction; Autonomous Churches shall not be established in the geograph-
ical region of the Orthodox Diaspora.

. The impact of this ecclesiastical act on the relationship between the pro-

claimed Autonomous Church and the Autocephalous Church to which it be-
longs and with other Autocephalous Orthodox Churches.

K ok ok

. The institution of Autonomy is a canonical expression of the relative or par-

tial independence of a particular ecclesiastical region from the canonical ju-
risdiction of the Autocephalous Church to which it canonically refers.

a. The implementation of this institution through ecclesiastical praxis has
given rise to various degrees of dependence with respect to the relation-
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ship of the Autonomous Church to the Autocephalous Church to which it
canonically refers.

. The election of the Primate of an Autonomous Church is approved or ex-

ecuted by the appropriate ecclesiastical entity of the Autocephalous
Church. The Primate of the Autonomous Church commemorates and has
as his canonical reference point the Primate of the Autocephalous
Church.

. In the application of the institution of Autonomy, we find various forms

of its implementation in ecclesiastical praxis defined by the degree of de-
pendence of the Autonomous Church on the Autocephalous Church.

. In some forms of Autonomy, the level of dependence of an Autonomous

Church is also expressed through the participation of its Primate in the
Synod of the Autocephalous Church.

. The initiation and completion of the process for granting Autonomy to a re-

gion within the canonical jurisdiction of an Autocephalous Church is the
canonical prerogative of the Autocephalous Church. The Church proclaimed
Autonomous refers to the Autocephalous Church. Accordingly:
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a. Alocal Church that requests Autonomy, after showing that it has fulfilled

all necessary ecclesiastical and pastoral prerequisites, may submit its ap-
plication to the Autocephalous Church to which it refers, explaining the
serious reasons prompting such a request.

. Upon receiving the application, the Autocephalous Church considers, in

Council, all of the prerequisites and reasons for the submission, and de-
cides whether or not to grant Autonomy. In the event of a favorable de-
cision, the Autocephalous Church issues a Tomos, which defines the ge-
ographical boundaries of the Autonomous Church and its relationship
with the Autocephalous Church to which it refers, in accordance with the
established criteria of ecclesiastical tradition.

. The Primate of the Autocephalous Church informs the Ecumenical Patri-

archate and the other Autocephalous Orthodox Churches of the procla-
mation of the Autonomous Church.

. The Autonomous Church realizes its inter-Orthodox, inter-Christian, and

inter-religious associations through the Autocephalous Church from
which it received Autonomy.
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€.

Each Autocephalous Church may only grant Autonomy within the bor-
ders of its canonical geographical region. Autonomous Churches are not
established in the region of the Orthodox Diaspora, except by pan-Ortho-
dox consensus, upheld by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in accordance with
prevailing pan-Orthodox practice.

. In the event that two Autocephalous Churches grant autonomous status

within the same geographical ecclesiastical region, prompting doubt over
the status of each Autonomous Church, the parties involved appeal -to-
gether or separately- to the Ecumenical Patriarch so that he may find a
canonical solution to the matter in accordance with prevailing pan-Ortho-
dox practice.

. The implications for the Autonomous Church with respect to its relationship
to the Autocephalous Church, following its proclamation of Autonomy, are
as follows:

a.

b.

The Primate of the Autonomous Church only commemorates the name
of the Primate of the Autocephalous Church.

The name of the Primate of the Autonomous Church is not entered into
the Diptychs.

The Autonomous Church receives Holy Chrism from the Autocephalous
Church.

. The bishops of the Autonomous Church are elected and appointed by its

own appropriate ecclesiastical entity. In the event that the Autonomous
Church finds this absolutely impossible, it receives assistance from the
Autocephalous Church to which it refers.

Chambeésy, 15 October 2015
f Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Chairman
1 Archbishop Sergios of Good Hope

T Metropolitan Damaskinos
(Patriarchate of Antioch)

T Metropolitan Isychios of Capitolias
1 Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk
T Metropolitan Amfilohije of Montenegro and the Littoral
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1 Honorable Metropolitan Nifon of Targoviste
T Metropolitan John of Varna and Veliki Preslav
f Metropolitan Gerasimos of Zoukdidi and Tsaissi
f Metropolitan George of Paphos
T Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Peristeri
 Bishop George of Siemiatycze
f Metropolitan John of Korgé
1 Archbishop George of Michalovce and Kosice

T Metropolitan Jeremiah of Switzerland,
Secretary for the Preparation
of the Holy and Great Council
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LleQMV ®avovmv (53 xai 54 tijc IevOéxtns Oixovueviriig ovvodov) ral Tiig
oVVEOO TOUTOLS EXUANOLOOTIXTS TEAEEWS, MG AUty €aQUOteTOL ONUEQOV
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avrpeTmmitnron vo tig Tepds Xuvodov exdotng avtoxrepdrlov "OpHdd0-
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T 6 Povpaviog Aavinh
T 6 Bouvlyapiog Nedgurtog
T 6 Teweyiag "Hhiog B’
T 0 Néag Tovonviaviig xai wdong Kivmpouv Xpvoootopog B
T 6 Mntpomohitg "Hheiag Tepuavog
(&7 mpoowmov ToD Agylemionomov ABnvav rat tdong ‘EAGdog
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T 0 "Emioxromog Liepatitoe Temylog
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zat waong [ohwvioag Zappa)
T 0 Twodvvarv nat waong AApoaviag Avaotaolog
T 0 IMpéowe »at mwaong Toeyiag rai Thofaxiog Poaotiohdp
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SYNAXIS OF THE PRIMATES OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES

The Sacrament of Marriage and its Impediments
DECISION

I. On Orthodox Marriage

1. The institution of family is threatened today by such phenomena as secular-
ization and moral relativism. The Orthodox Church maintains, as its funda-
mental and indisputable teaching, that marriage is sacred. The free union of
man and woman is an indispensable condition for marriage.

2. In the Orthodox Church, marriage is considered to be the oldest institution
of divine law because it was instituted simultaneously as the creation of
Adam and Eve, the first human beings (Gen 2:23). Since its origin, this union
not only contributed to the spiritual communion of a married couple —a man
and a woman- but also assured the continuation of the human race. As such,
the marriage of man and woman, which was blessed in Paradise, became a
holy mystery, as mentioned in the New Testament where Christ performs His
first sign, turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, and thus
reveals His glory (Jn 2:11). The mystery of the indissoluble union between
man and woman is an icon of the unity of Christ and the Church (Eph 5:32).

3. Thus, the christocentric typology of the sacrament of marriage explains why
a bishop or a presbyter blesses this sacred union with a special prayer. In his
letter to Polycarp of Smyrna, Ignatius the God-Bearer stressed that those
who enter into the communion of marriage must also have the bishop’s ap-
proval, so that their marriage may be according to God, and not after their
own desire. Let everything be to the glory of God (V, 2). Therefore, the sa-
credness of the God-established union and the lofty spiritual content of mar-
ried life explain the affirmation: So that marriage should be honored among
all, and the bed undefiled (Heb 13:4). That is why the Orthodox Church con-
demns any defilement of its purity (Eph 5:2-5; 1 Thes 4:4; Heb 13:4ff).

5. The union of man and woman in Christ constitutes “a small church” or an
icon of the Church. Clement of Alexandria affirms: Who are the two or three
gathered in the name of Christ, in whose midst the Lord is? Does he not by
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“three” mean husband, wife, and child? For the woman is united to the man
by God (Stromata, 3.10, PG 8, 1169 B). Through God’s blessing, the union of
man and woman is elevated to a higher level, for communion is greater than
individual existence because it initiates the spouses into the order of the
Kingdom of the All-Holy Trinity. A necessary condition of marriage is faith
in Jesus Christ, which must be shared by the bridegroom and the bride, man
and woman. Consequently, unity in Christ is the foundation of marital unity.
Thus, marital love blessed by the Holy Spirit enables the couple to reflect the
love between Christ and the Church as a mystery of the Kingdom of God -
as the eternal life of humanity in the love of God.

. Defending the sacredness of marriage has always been crucially important
for the preservation of the Family, which reflects the communion of the per-
sons yoked together both in the Church and in Society at large. Therefore,
communion achieved through the sacrament of marriage does not merely
serve as an example of a typical natural relationship, but also as an essential
and creative spiritual force in the sacred institution of the Family. Such a
communion of persons ensures the safety and formation of children, both for
the spiritual mission of the Church as well as in the function of society.

. It was always with necessary austerity and proper pastoral sensibility, in the
compassionate manner of Paul, Apostle of the Gentiles (Rom 7:2-3; 1 Cor
7:12-15, 39), that the Church treated both the positive preconditions (differ-
ence of sexes, legal age, etc.) and the negative impediments (kinship by blood
and affinity, spiritual kinship, an existing marriage, difference in religion,
etc.) for the joining in marriage. Pastoral sensibility was necessary not only
because the biblical tradition determines the relationship between the natu-
ral bond of marriage and the sacrament of the Church, but also because
church practice does not exclude the incorporation of certain Greco-Roman
natural law principles that acknowledge the marital bond between man and
woman as a communion of divine and human law (Modestin) compatible
with the sacredness of the sacrament of marriage attributed by the Church.
. Given our current context, which is unfavorable for the sacrament of mar-
riage and the sacred institution of Family, hierarchs and shepherds must de-
velop an active ministry in pastorally and paternally protecting the faithful,
standing by them to fortify their hope shaken by many hardships, and assert-
ing the institution of Family upon an unshakable foundation that neither
rain, nor river, nor wind can destroy, since this foundation is the rock which
is Christ (Mt 7:25).
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8. The pressing issue in society today is marriage, which is the center of the
Family, and the Family is what justifies marriage. Pressure to recognize new
forms of cohabitation constitutes a real threat for Orthodox Christians. This
variously-manifested crisis in marriage and family profoundly concerns the
Orthodox Church not only in light of negative consequences on the fabric of
society, but also in light of its threat to particular relationships within the
bounds of the traditional family. The main victims of these trends are the
couples themselves, and especially the children, since regrettably the chil-
dren often endure this great suffering from an early age, while nonetheless
bearing no responsibility for the situation.

9. A civil marriage between a man and a woman registered in accordance with
the law lacks sacramental character and represents an act of State-recog-
nized cohabitation, which is different than the marriage blessed by God and
the Church. The members of the Church who contract a civil marriage ought
to be regarded with pastoral responsibility, which is necessary to help them
understand the value of the sacrament of marriage and that many blessings
result for them.

10. The Church does not recognize same-sex civil unions or any other union
arrangement entered therein by its members beyond marriage. The Church
shall exert all possible pastoral efforts to help her members who enter into
such unions understand the true meaning of repentance and love as blessed
by the Church.

11. The grave consequences brought about by this crisis are manifested in the
increase in number of divorces, abortions, and other domestic problems.
These consequences constitute a great challenge to the mission of the
Church in the modern world, which is why the shepherds of the Church are
obligated to make every possible effort to address these problems. The Or-
thodox Church lovingly invites her children and all people of good will to
defend this fidelity to the sacredness of the family.

II. On Impediments to Marriage

1 Concerning impediments to marriage due to kinship by blood, kinship by
affinity and adoption, and spiritual kinship, the prescriptions of canons
(Canons 53 and 54 of the Quinisext Ecumenical Council) and the church
practice derived from them are valid as applied by local Autocephalous Or-
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thodox Churches. Moreover, these canonical prescriptions and practices are
determined and defined in their Charters and their respective conciliar deci-
sions.

. A marriage that is not completely dissolved or annulled and a third marriage
constitute absolute impediments to entering into marriage, according to Or-
thodox canonical tradition, which categorically condemns bigamy and a
fourth marriage.

. In accordance with the strict interpretation (akribeia) of holy canons, enter-
ing into a marriage after monastic tonsure is forbidden (Canon 16 of the
Fourth Ecumenical Council and Canon 44 of the Quinisext Ecumenical
Council).

. The priesthood, according to the prevailing canonical tradition, represents

an impediment to entering into marriage (Canon 3 of the Quinisext Ecu-

menical Council).

. Concerning mixed marriages of Orthodox Christians with non-Orthodox

Christians or non-Christians:

a. Marriage between Orthodox with non-Orthodox Christians is forbidden
and is not blessed in the Church, according to canonical akribeia (Canon
72 of the Quinisext Ecumenical Council). However, such a marriage can
be blessed by dispensation and out of love, on the condition that the chil-
dren born of this marriage will be baptized and raised within the Ortho-
dox Church.

b. Marriage between Orthodox and non-Christians is categorically forbid-
den in accordance with canonical akribeia.

. The practice adopted in implementing ecclesiastical tradition, with respect to
impediments to marriage, should take into account relevant provisions of
State legislation, without going beyond the limits of ecclesiastical dispensa-
tion (oikonomia).
. With salvation of man as the goal, the exercise of ecclesiastical oikonomia
must be considered by the Holy Synod of each Autocephalous Orthodox
Church according to the principles of the holy canons and in the spirit of pas-
toral discernment.

Chambésy, 27 January 2016

1 Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Chairman

T Metropolitan Gabriel of Leontopolis
(representative of Patriarch Theodoros of Alexandria)
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f Metropolitan Isaac
(representative of Patriarch John of Antioch)

T Archbishop Aristarchos of Constantina
(representative of Patriarch Theophilos of Jerusalem)

1 Archpriest Nicholas Balashov
(representative of Patriarch Kirill of Moscow)

1 Patriarch Irinej of Serbia
f Patriarch Daniel of Romania
f Patriarch Neophyte of Bulgaria
f Patriarch Ilia of Georgia
1 Archbishop Chrysostomos of Nova Justiniana and All Cyprus

T Metropolitan Germanos of Ilias
(representative of Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens and All Greece)

1 Bishop George of Siemiatycze
(representative of Archbishop Sawa of Warsaw and All Poland)

 Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana, Durrés, and All Albania
 Archbishop Rastislav of Presov and All Czech Lands and Slovakia
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‘H omovdauomg tijc vnoteiog
*OlL 1] TENOLS QTHC ONUEQOV

AntoQaolg

1. ‘H worteia givar Oglo évrol (Tev. 2, 16-17). Kot tov M. BaoiAeiov,
«OVVNAMAHLDTIS E0TL TG AVOQWITOTNTOS™ VNOTELX YO €V T) TAQAOEIOW EVO-
uoBetinOn» (Ileoi vnoteiag, 1, 3. PG 31, 168 A). Eivor péyo mvevuatnov
Aymviopa ®ol | ®at’ EEoynyv Exngpeaots 100 doxntrot Wdemdoug thg "*Opbo-
doEiag. ‘H *Op00680E0g "Exxinoia dmogeyrhitwg otoryoloo €lg Te TO OITO-
OTOMXROL BEOTIOUATO ®OL TOVG OUVOILHOVS HOVOVOGS %Ol €ig THV ®aB’ Olov
TOTEQLNIY TTORADOOLY, dLEXNQUEE TTAVTOTE TV VYotV &Elav Tiig Ynoteiag
L0 TOV TveupaTXOV Biov 100 AvBommou kol Ty cwtniav avtot. Eig tov
nOrAOV Tiig Aatpeiag 10 éviautod 1od Kupiov mpofdileton | OAn el TS
VNOTELOC TTOTEQLHY] TTAEAO00LE ®oil Stdaonahia dLiL TV cuveyi] ®al GdLdrTTm-
TOV £YONYOQOLY TOD AvORMITOU ®al TV ETO00LY avTol €ig TOVS TTVEVUATL-
nOVG AYDOVOS. Ad %ot Duveiton £ig 10 ToLmdov g YAOLS TOANP®TOS, MG
OITAOV AUOTAUAYNTOV, G TVEVUATIRDV AymVwVY Ay, g ®RoAMoT Tlfog
AOETAV, MS TEOPN YPuYNS, MG TNy PLrhocopiog Gutdong, ®g dpddoTtov dva-
YOYTS %Ol LOOYYELOU TTOMTELOS TO WUNUO, OS UNTNE TOV AyadBdV GITdvimy
0L TAOV AOETAV KoL DE EIROV THS ueAMovong Twiic.

2. ‘H vnoteia og apyoototog Beopog amaved non eig v [Hokowov Ava-
OMxny (Aevt. 9, 18. "Ho. 58, 4-10. 'TomA 2, 15. Tovag 3, 5-7), feParotton de
V70 i Kauvije. Avtog 6 Kuplog éviotevoey i TeE00aQanovTo UEQOS TTEO
Tiig €vapEemg Tig dnuooiog dpdoewg avtod (Aovx. 4, 1-2) rat €dmnev 6ON-
ylag mg TEOG TOV TEOTOV AoxNoems Thg otelog (Martf. 6, 16-18). Eig v
Kouwviiy ALloBnMuny YEVIXWTEQOV CUVLOTATAL 1) VIOTELDL M LECOV £YRQAUTELOG,
UeTOVOLOG ot Tvevpotriic dvotdoems (Mdaox. 1, 6. TTpag. 13, 2. 14, 23.
Pou. 14, 21). ‘H "ExxAnoia, aro g dmootolMxilc €moyiic, OexnouEe v
mploy onuaoiov g vnotelog ®oi wowoe v Tetdomyv »at v Ioa-
oxevny o¢ uépag vnotetag (Awdayn 8, 1), dg émiong xatl tv meo tod Ia-
oxa vnotetav (Elpnvaiog Aovydouvvou, év: Evoefiov, ExxAnowaonxn I-
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oropia 5, 24. PG 20, 497B-508 AB). Befaiwg, €ig TV ExxANOLO0TINY
TEAELY, TV AVA TOUS OUMVOS OQTUQOUUEVNY, VITNOEEV TTOLXLALO OVYL UOVOV
eig TV Extaowv Tig vnotelag meo tod Iaoya (Awovvoiov AkeEavdpeiog,
"EmiotoAn mpos Baoileidnv émioxomov, PG 10, 1277), GAAG ®al OG TOOG TOV
AOLBUOV %Ol TO TTEQLEYOUEVOV TMV VITOAOLTWV TEQLOOMV VIOTELOS, OUTLVES
LEUOQPMOONOTOY VITO TV ETLOQONYV TORIAMY TOQAYOVIMYV, TOWTIOTMS AEL-
TOUQYLRAV RO UOVOOTIXMDYV, TIQORELUEVOD VO CUVTEATITAL UETAED BAAWY ROl
N RATAMNAOG TEOETOLUOOLNL TTOO TMV UEYAA®Y £0QTMV. OUVTMG, 6 AOENKTOS
0e0UOS VNOTELOS ROl AATQELOS TTAQEYEL TO UETEOV %Al TOV OROTTOV THS VNOTEL-
G ®OL AVAIELRVUEL TOV TIVEVUATIROV Y UQOXTHOO AUTHS, OLO ®al Sravtes ol
TLOTOL ROAOTVTUL VO AVTOTORQLOOTY, EXOLOTOC HOTO TV 1OLaY aUToD dUva-
WY %o SuvaTOTNTO, XWELS OIS VO TTOREYTAL Rl EAEVOEQLOL HOTAPOOVT-
oemg T0U 1EQOT TOUTOV Beouod: «6pa un tg o€ TAavNon Gmo TaUTnS ThS
0607 Tijg dtdayiis... Ei uév yap dvuvaoar faotaoar 6Aov tov Luyov tov Ku-
olov, TéAetog €oel” €l O¢ ov dvvaoat, 6 SUvy TovTo ToleL. ITepi 8¢ Tijc fow-
oewg, 0 duvaoat, Bactacovs (Adayn 6, 1-3).

3. ‘H &inbng vnoteia, i TVELUOTIXOV AYWVLOUK, CUVOEETOL TTEOS TNV
AOLAAELTTTOV TTQOOEVYTV RO TV EIMKQLVE] peTAvoLaY. « METAvoLa Xwois vi-
oteiag aoyn» (M. Baoiheiov, ITepi vnoteiog 1, 3. PG 31, 168 A), g émiong
#ol yoteto dvev Eoymv evmoliag elval vexpd, idig 8& xatd ™y olvyyeovov
gmoyny, ®af’ v 1 dvioog xrai &drog raTovoul TV ayof®dv OTEQET ®al
aUToD TOoT £OVCLOV GETOV OAORANEOVS Aaovc. «NnoTevovtes GdeApoi ow-
UATIXDS, VIIOTEVOWUEY KOl TIVEVUATIXDS AVCWUEV TAVTA TUVOETUOV GOL-
xias: SwaponEwuev oroayyaiias Piaiov ovvailayudtwv: méoav ovy-
yoaenv &dtxov StomATWUEV* SWTWUEY TTELVDOLY AOTOV, KOl TTWYOVS AOTE-
youg eloayaymwueyv €ig oixovs» (Ztynov, Tdduerov Tetdomg, A’ ‘Edo-
uadog Nnotewdv. ITppA. "Hoatlov 58,6-7). ‘H vnoteior d¢v €Eavrieiton eig
QITA|V ®OL TUTULRNY AoV €% TLV@V LOVOV R0BmEOLOUEVWY TEOPMY. «OU Ué-
vrot EEqonel xaB’ Eaqutnyv 1) duroxn POWUATWY TOOS TNV ETALVETHYV VOTELQLY,
GAAG vnoTeVowuUEY vnotelav dextnv, evageotov T@ Oed. "AAnONS vnoteia N
100 ®ox0T AALOTOIWOLS, Eyxodtera YAwoons, Buuot amoxn, émbuudv yw-
oLoUos, xartaialdg, Pevdovs, émopxiac. ‘H tovtwv évdeta vhnoteia éotiv
aAnOngs. Ev tovtols uév 1 vnoteia xoAov» (M. Baoukeiov, ITeoi vnoteiag 2,
7. PG 31, 196 D). ‘H »otd thv vnotelav ooy €x oV ®o0molouévov
TOOPMY %Ol 1) ®AT OVTHY OMYAQHELX, OV POVOV HOTH TO €100C, AAAX %ol
HOTA TV TOOOTNTA TOV UETOAAUPAVOUEVOV TQOP®MV, ATOTEAOTV TO Ooi-
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oNtov otowyeElov tod mvevpoTtrot dywviouatos. « H vnoteia dmoxn
T00QTic €0TL %ATA TO onuUvOouevov. Tooen 8& 0VOEV SixaloTEQOVS NUAS 1)
GdxwTEQOVS mepyatetal xata 6& TO pvotixov dnrot 6tl, Mdomep Toi xaO’
Eva éx tooiic 1 Lwn, 1) 8¢ drpogia Bovatov ouuforov, oUtws xal NUAS TV
HOOUWRDY VNOTEVELY XON, VO T %OOUQ@ AmobBavwuev, xai UETA TOUTO,
100G Oiag uetarafovres, Oed Enowuevy» (Kinuevrog AleEavdpéwe, Ex
v IToopnuxdv ‘ExAoyai, PG 9, 704D-705A). Ottwg, 7| &AnbNg ynoteia
avagépeton gig v ®oB’ 6hov v XoLot@® Tmnv TOV TLOTOV 1Al XOQUEPOTTOL
dLdt THS ovuUETOYTIC AVTMV €lg TV Beloy AaToeloy ®at 1LY €lg TO HUOTNOLOV
g Ocelog Evyaplotioc.

4. ‘H teooaponovinuepog ynoteia. 1o Kvplov xoatéotn Dmoderyuo g
VNOTELOS TV TLOTMY, 1] OO0, £VEQYOTTOLET TV UETOYNY QVTMV EIC TV VITAL-
xonv 1ot Kvpiov, tva 81 avrtiic, «6 un guidSavres amofefAnrausv, puia-
Savreg amorafwuev» (Tonyopiov Oegohdyov, Adyos ME’, Eic t0 “Ayiov
Idoya, 28. PG 36, 661C). ‘H y0L0TOREVTOLRY] RATAVONOLS TOU TTVEVUATLXOU
XOOARTIQOG THiS Vnotetag, Wig e M. TeooaarooTiic, xovmv &g TV rab’
OlOV TTATEQXTV TTAQAOOOLY, OUYHEPANALOTTAL YOLOAXTNOLOTIXDS VITO TOD
aylov Tonyopiov 100 Iokapd: «’Edv oUtw vOTEVNS, 0V HOVOY CUUTATY WV
€0n xo OUVVEXQOUUEVOS, AAAG xOL OUVAVIOTAUEVOS Kol ouufaciAevmy Xot-
o1 EIG ADVAS TOUS ATEQAVTOUS” CUUPUTOS YAQ YEYOVWS Ol THS TOLOUTNG
vnoteiag @ opotmwuatt To0 Oavatov avtov, xal TS AVOOTATEWMS XOLVWVOS
Eon xai tig év avt® Lwijs xAnoovouos» (‘Owria IT, i) E* Kvotaxn t@v
Nnotewav, PG 151, 161AB).

5. Koatd thv 6000800V mapddooty, TO UETEOV THS TVEVUATIXTG TEAELD-
OEmC Elval TO U€rpov fhxiag Tov mAnoduaros Tot Xotorot” (Egeo. 4,13)
%ol €100TOS OQElAeL, AV BEAN VO OGO gig aTo, Vi AywVIoOT) xatl Mpmoi)
AVOAOYWGS. AxQLBDS O¢ dLd TOUTO, 1) AORNOLS AL O TIVEVUOTLROS ALYV OV
EXOUV TEAOG €V T® TOEOVTL Blw, Ommwg %ol 1) TEAELOTNG TV Tehelwv. TTdvteg
HOAOTVTOL VO AVTOTTOXQIVOVTOL, 00N SUVOULS AUTOLS, €i¢ TG Emttaryg ToD
000080E0v DYNAOD PETEOV UE oROTOV TV ROoTO YAoLY Bémory. Kai avrot,
70’ OTL TTEATTOUV TTAVTAL T SLATETAYUEVD, OVIETOTE VYNAOPQOVOTYV, GAA’
oporoyotv Ot «dovAoL aypelol éouev, 6 OQPEIAOUEY TOLTTOMU TETONHAUEY»
(Aovx. 17,10). TTavteg Exovv —xotd TV 000000E0V meQL TvevpaTixic Cofg
AVTIMPLV— YOEOC VO UNV EYRATOAELTOUY TOV XOAOV THS VNOTELOS AydVva,
GM €V aUTOUEMPLY RO CUVOLOONOEL THG TATELVOTNTOS THS ROTAOTAOEMS
QUTMOV, VO ETOPLEVTOL dLAL TOS TTOUQAAENPELS TV EiC TO EAe0g TOoD OeoD, ®ad’
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8oov 1| ’0p0680E0c mvevpomny Lol eival AVETITEVATOS YWEIC TOV TVEV-
UaTHOV AYDVOL THS VNOTELOC.

6. ‘H *O0p00680E0¢ "ExxAncia, g pLAOOTOQYOS UNTNE, MOLOE TO EIG OWTH-
OOV CUUPEQOVTOL KOl TTQOETOEE TOVG LEQOVE HOLQOVS THS VNOTELOS (g Bgo-
dDENTOV «UAAXTNOLOV» THS RAUVIIS €V XOLOTD Cmiig TOV TLOTMV ROTA TTO-
ong €mPouriis Tod arrotplov. Xroryotoa toig Belog ITatedol, pUAGOOEL,
MG %O TTEOTEQOV, TA LEQN ATOOTOMRA BEGTIOUATOL, TOVS GUVOILLOVS KOVO-
VOG %O TAS LEQAS TAEAOOOELS, TTOORAAAEL TAVTOTE TOS LEQUS VNOTELAS MG
aplotnVv €v T doxNoeL TOIPOV TVEVUATIXAG TEAELWOEWS KAl OWTNOLOS TMOV
TLOTAV ROL XNOUVOOEL TNV AVAYRNY TNENCEWS VT QUTMV TAOV TETAYUEVOV V-
otel®v 10U €viautod tot Kvplov, ftol tiic M. Teooaparootiic, tiic Teraotng
%o Tiig IToQaorevTic, OITIVES LOLETUEOTVTOL VITO TMV LEQMY HAVOVWV, MS KAl
TGOV VNOTELDY TOV XOLOTOVYEVVMYV, TOV Ayinv Amootolmy, tiic Kowumoewg
TS O£0TOXOV, ROl TMOV HOVONUEQMY THig “Ypmoews toT Tipiov Ztawod, Tiig
TTOLRAUOVTIS TV Oeopavelwy %ot g dmmotoudic the Tuiag xepariic Twdv-
vovu 10D ITpodEOUov, TEOS TOVTOLS OE KOl TOOMY TMV KOTO TTOLUOVTLIXIY UE-
oLuvoy OQLEOUEVIV EXAOTOTE VNOTELDV 1] TOV RATO THV TOOMQETLY TV TTL-
OTMV TNQOVUEVMV.

7. ‘H "Exxhnoia Sumg €0eto dua, rowd ToLuavieny SLinoLoty, ®at 0Lo
LMV WOV oirovoulag Tot ®oBe0TMTOS TS VNOTELOS. ALO ®al TEOEPAE-
Pe v O AoBEVELQY TOD OOUOTOS 1) OL” AdNELToV AvaryrnV 1) ral dud TV Ya-
AETOTNTAL TOV RAUQDV AVAAOYOV EQPOAQUOYNV THS QXIS THE EXrANOLAOTIXAS
ol®OVOULaG ®OTO TV VITEVOVVOV KQIOLY %KOL TTOLUAVTLIXTY UEQLUVALY TOD OW-
UOTOS TV EMLOROTOV TOV RATO TOTOVS "EnsrAnoidv.

8. Eivau yeyovdg, 8t onuepov moAhhol motol §&v eolv dmmdoac Tig meol
vnoteiag datdEels, €ite €5 OMywQELag €lte MOY® TAV VITAQXOVOMV OUV-
Onxav Cofic, oloudnmote ®dv o avtal. “Amacol Sume ol TEQLTTMOELS
T TS XUAQDOEMS TV TTEPL VNOTELOC 1EQMV SLTAEEWV, ElTE ELVOL YEVL-
HWTEQUL, EITE ATOULKOL, OEOV OTTMS TUYYXAVOUV THS TOLUAVTIXAG UEQIUVNG EX
uépovg ¢ "Euninoiag, 1ot 6 Oeds «ov OéAel TOV Bavatov toU auoQTtwAos
g 10 émotoéyar xai Cijv avtov» (moPA. “Iet. 33,11), ymolg Suwg va meQt-
poovijton N dEla g vnotetag. “OBev du Tovg €yovrog duoxrolav eig TV
THONOLY TAV LoYVOVOMV TTEQL VNOTELOS JLoTdEemV €lte € AOYWV ATOMRGV
(doBeveLa, otEATEVOLS, OLVONROL EQYaOiag ®.AT.) ElTE YeEVIROTEQWYV (EldLnal
ouvBijroL EmrEATOVOML €IS TIVOLS Y MEOS ATTO TAEVEAS KAMUATOGS, ROBMS ®al
HOLVIVIXO-OLXOVOULROL LOLOLTEQOTNTOL TLVAV YWwE®MV A.y. advvauio evpEos-
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WS VNOTNOLU®Y TEQOPMV) ETAPLETAL ELS TNV dLAKRQLOLY TMV RaTO TOTOVS "OQ-
0080EwV "ExxAnoi®dv vo #0.600100UV TV QLAAVOQMITOV OIXOVOULAY RO ETTL-
EIXELOLY, ATTOADIVOVOTOLL, XOTH TOS ELOLRAS TATTAS TTEQLITTWOELS, TO TUYOV «OTV-
POV» TV LEQMV YNOTEL@V. TTavta 8& Talto £vTOg TMV TAOLCIWY TOV MG AV
AexOEVTOV ROl ETTL TG OXOTG VA UMV ATOVINON TOOMS O 1EQOS BEOUOG THS V-
otelog. ‘H @uhdvBommog avty ouyrotafools TEETEL Vi doxrnbi} Vo Tiig
"ExxAnoiog petd maons @etdotc, Omwodnmote O¢ €7l TO EMERETTEQOV ALl
TOG VNOTELAG EXEIVOS, OL” Big OEV VITAQYEL OUOLOUOQPOS TTAVTOTE RO EIG TG
000G TOS TEQUTTMOELS TAEAO00LS ®al TEAELS €V Tf) "Exninoiq. «...KaAov 10
VNOTEVELY TATAV NUEQQAY, GAL™ O un éobiwv tov é068iovia un »xowveérw. Ev
TOIG TOLOUTOLS 0V VOUOOETELY, oU PiraleoBal, 0Ux AvayraoTix@s AYELY TO
EYXELOLOOEY TOOONKEL TTOlUVIOV, TELOOT O UdALOV, xail NmoTNTL, Xai AOy®
alat notvuév...» (Toavvov Aopooxnvod, Tlepi TV ayiwv vnoTewdv, 3.
PG 95, 68 B).

9. ‘Qoovtmg, OpeileL TO CUVOLOV TOV TLOTAV TiS "ExxAnoiog vo tof) Tog
LEQOS VNOTELAS ROL TV QUTO LECOVUXTIOU GLOLTIOLY TTQOXELUEVOU VAL TTQOOEQ-
ANTOL TORTIRODC ¢ THV Ogtory Metdhmyy, ftig eivan 1) nor’ EEoyhy Expeaote
TS ExrAnolaotiniic OVIOTTOoCg, va €01001 8¢ Mote va vnotevy eig EvOelELy
UETAVOLOG, EIC EXTTANQWOLY TTVEVUATIXTS VITOOYECEWGS, TEOG £TiteVELY 1EQOT
TLVOG OROTTOD, €15 RALQOVS TELQAOWOD, £V CUVOVOOUG TTEOS ATNUATO QUTOD
0, TOU O€0T, RO T0D Porttiopatog (dLd TOVS TEOOEQYOUEVOUS Eig TO Pd-
TTLOUO. EVNALIROVG), TTEO THG (ELQOTOVIAG, EIC TEQLITTMOELS ETLTLULMV, KOTO
TOG 1EQOS ATOdNULag KOl EIG AANOLS TAQOUOLOS TTEQLOTAOELS.

Youmelv, 16 *Oxtwpoiov 2015

T ‘O T'oAiog "Eppavounh, ITpodedpocg
T ‘O Kohijg "EAntidog Zépylog
T ‘O Mntpomohitng AoUooHN VOGS
(ITarprapyetov Avtioyelog)
T ‘O Kamrtohddog ‘Hotryrog
T ‘O BohorohGuox ‘Thapiwv
T ‘O Mowgofovviov Auglhoylog
T ‘O Twpyrofrotiov Nnowv
T ‘O Baowng Twdavvng
T °O Zovndid nai Toatow T'epdolpog
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T °O Iagov T'eweylog
T ‘O ITeplotepiov XQuodoTtouog
T ‘O Xigpatitoe T'empyrog
T ‘O Kopvutodg Twdvvng
T ‘O Muyyaroprtoe Tempyrog

T ‘O ‘EApetiog Tepepiag,

Toauparelg émt g TTpomapaorevic Tig
Avyiog xoi Meyaing Zuvodov
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5" PAN-ORTHODOX PRE-CONCILIAR CONFERENCE

The Importance of Fasting

and its Observance Today
DECISION

1. Fasting is a divine commandment (Gen 2:16-17). According to Basil the
Great, fasting is as old as humanity itself; it was prescribed in paradise (On
Fasting, 1, 3. PG 31, 168 A). It is a great spiritual endeavor and the foremost
expression of the Orthodox ascetic ideal. The Orthodox Church, in strict con-
formity with the apostolic precepts, the synodal canons, and the patristic tra-
dition as a whole, has always proclaimed the great significance of fasting for
our spiritual life and salvation. The annual liturgical cycle reflects the entire
patristic teaching on fasting, the teaching on constant and unceasing watch-
fulness of the human person, and our participation in spiritual struggles. Ac-
cordingly, the Triodion praises fasting as grace that is full of light, as an in-
vincible weapon, the beginning of spiritual struggles, the perfect path of
virtues, the nourishment for the soul, the source of all wisdom, life imperish-
able, an imitation of the angelic life, the mother of all good things and
virtues, and an icon of the life to come.

2. As an ancient institution, fasting was mentioned already in the Old Testa-
ment (Deut 9:18; Is 58:4-10; Joel 2:15; Jonah 3:5-7) and affirmed in the New
Testament. The Lord Himself fasted for forty days before commencing His
public ministry (Lk 4:1-2) and provided instructions on how to practice fast-
ing (Mt 6:16-18). Fasting is generally prescribed in the New Testament as a
means of abstinence, repentance and spiritual resurrection (Mk 1:6; Acts
13:2; 14:23; Rom 14:21). Since the apostolic times, the Church has pro-
claimed the profound importance of fasting, and established Wednesday and
Friday as days of fasting (Didache 8, 1), as well as the fast before Pascha (Ire-
naeus of Lyons, as cited in Eusebius, Church History 5, 24. PG 20 497B-
508AB). In ecclesiastical practice that has existed for centuries, there has al-
ways been diversity with regard not only to the length of the fast before East-
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er (Dionysius of Alexandria, Letter to Basilides, PG 10, 1277), but also the
number and content of other periods of fasting which became customary un-
der the influence of various factors, primarily, of the liturgical and monastic
traditions, with a view to proper preparation for the great feasts. Thus, the
indissoluble link between fasting and worship indicates the extent and pur-
pose of fasting and reveals its spiritual nature. For this reason, all the faith-
ful are invited to respond accordingly, each to the best of his or her strength
and ability, while not allowing such liberty to diminish this holy institution:
See that no one make thee to err from this path of doctrine... If thou art able
to bear the whole yoke of the Lord, thou wilt be perfect; but if thou art not
able, what thou art able, that do. But concerning meat, bear that which thou
art able to do (Didache 6, 1-3).

3. As a spiritual endeavor, the true fast is inseparable from unceasing prayer
and genuine repentance. Repentance without fasting is fruitless (Basil the
Great, On Fasting 1, 3 PG 31, 168A), as fasting without merciful deeds is
dead, especially nowadays when the unequal and unjust distribution of goods
deprives entire nations of their daily bread. While fasting physically,
brethren, let us also fast spiritually. Let us loose every knot of iniquity; let us
tear up every unrighteous bond; let us distribute bread to the hungry, and
welcome into our homes those who have no roof over their heads...
(Sticheron at Vespers on Wednesday of the First Week of Lent; cf. Is 58:6-
7). Fasting cannot be reduced to simple and formal abstinence from certain
foods. So let us not be selfish as we begin the abstinence from foods that is
the noble fast. Let us fast in an acceptable manner, one that is pleasing to
God. A true fast is one that is set against evil, it is self-control of the tongue.
It is the checking of anger, separation from things like lusts, evil-speaking,
lies, and false oaths. Self-denial from these things is a true fast, so fasting
from these negative things is good (Basil the Great, On Fasting, 2, 7. PG 31,
196D). Abstinence from certain foods during the fast and temperance, not
only with regard to what to eat but also how much to eat, constitutes a visi-
ble aspect of this spiritual endeavor. In the literal sense, fasting is abstinence
from food, but food makes us neither more nor less righteous. However, in
the spiritual sense, it is clear that, as life comes from food for each of us and
the lack of food is a symbol of death, so it is necessary that we fast from
worldly things, in order that we might die to the world and after this, having
partaken of the divine nourishment, live in God (Clement of Alexandria,
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From the Prophetic Eclogae, PG 9, 704D-705A). Therefore, the true fast af-
fects the entire life in Christ of the faithful and is crowned by their participa-
tion in divine worship, particularly in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.

. The forty-day fast of the Lord exemplifies fasting for the faithful, initiating
their participation in the obedience in the Lord, that through it we might re-
cover by its observance that which we have lost by not observing it (Gregory
the Theologian, Homily 45, On Holy Pascha, 28 PG 36, 661C). The christo-
centric understanding of the spiritual dimension of fasting—in particular the
fast of Great Lent—is a general rule in the entire patristic tradition and is
characteristically epitomized by St Gregory Palamas: When you fast like this
you not only suffer with Christ and are dead with Him, but you are also risen
with Him and reign with Him forever and ever. If through such a fast you
have been planted together in the likeness of His death, you shall also share
in His resurrection and inherit life in Him (Homily 13, On the Fifth Sunday
of Lent, PG 151, 161AB).

. According to the Orthodox Tradition, the measure of spiritual perfection is
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph 4:13), and all who
want to attain this should strive and grow accordingly. For this very reason,
ascesis and spiritual struggle, like the refinement of the perfect, are endless
in this life. Everyone is called to strive, to the best of his or her abilities, to
reach the lofty Orthodox standard, which is the goal of deification by grace.
Indeed, while they should do all things that they were commanded, they
should nonetheless never vaunt themselves, but confess that they are unprof-
itable servants and have only done that which was their duty to do (Lk 17:10).
According to the Orthodox understanding of the spiritual life, all people are
obligated to maintain the good struggle of the fast; however, in a spirit of
self-reproach and humble recognition of their condition, they must rely up-
on God’s mercy for their shortcomings, inasmuch as the Orthodox spiritual
life is unattainable without the spiritual struggle of the fast.

. Like a nurturing mother, the Orthodox Church has defined what is necessary
for people’s salvation and established the holy periods of fasting as God-giv-
en protection in the believers’ new life in Christ against every snare of the en-
emy. Following the example of the Holy Fathers, the Church preserves today,
as she did in the past, the holy apostolic precepts, synodal canons, and sacred
traditions, always advancing the holy fasts as the perfect ascetic path for the
faithful leading to spiritual perfection and salvation, while proclaiming the
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necessity to observe all the fasts throughout the year, namely, the fasts of
Great Lent, Wednesdays and Fridays, testified in the sacred canons, as well
as the fasts of the Nativity, the Holy Apostles, and the Dormition of the
Theotokos; there are also the single-day fasts on the Feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross, on the eve of the Epiphany, and on the day commemorat-
ing the Beheading of John the Baptist, in addition to the fasts established for
pastoral reasons or observed at the desire of the faithful.

7. The Church, however, has also established, with pastoral discernment,
boundaries of philanthropic dispensation (oikonomia) concerning the rules
of fasting. In this regard, the Church has considered physical infirmity, ex-
treme necessity, and difficult times where she has ordained the application of
the principle of ecclesiastical oikonomia, through the responsible discern-
ment and pastoral care of the body of bishops in the local Churches.

8. It is a fact that many faithful today do not observe all the prescriptions of
fasting, whether due to faint-heartedness or their living conditions, whatever
these may be. However, all these instances where the sacred prescriptions of
fasting are loosened, either in general or in particular instances, should be
treated by the Church with pastoral care, for God has no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live (Ezek
33:11), without, however, ignoring the value of the fast. Therefore, with re-
gard to those find it difficult to observe the prevailing guidelines for fasting,
whether for personal reasons (illness, military service, conditions of work,
etc.) or general reasons (particular existing conditions in certain regions with
regard to climate, as well as socioeconomic circumstances, i.e., inability to
find lenten foods), it is left to the discretion of the local Orthodox Churches
to determine how to exercise philanthropic oikonomia and empathy, reliev-
ing in these special cases the “burden” of the holy fast. All this should take
place within the aforementioned context and with the objective of not dimin-
ishing the importance of the sacred institution of fasting. The Church should
extend her philanthropic dispensation with prudence, undoubtedly to a
greater extent when it comes to those fasts, on which the ecclesiastical tradi-
tion and practice have not always been uniform. It is good to fast, but may
the one who fasts not blame the one who does not fast. In such matters you
must neither legislate, nor use force, nor compel the flock entrusted to you;
instead, you must use persuasion, gentleness and a word seasoned with salt
(John of Damascus, On the Holy Fasts, Homily 3, PG 95, 68 B).
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9. Moreover, the totality of the Church’s faithful must observe the holy fasts
and the abstinence from food from midnight for frequent participation in
Holy Communion, which is the most profound expression of the essence of
the Church. The faithful should become accustomed to fasting as an expres-
sion of repentance, as the fulfillment of a spiritual pledge, to achieve a par-
ticular spiritual end in times of temptation, in conjunction with supplications
to God, for adults approaching the sacrament of baptism, prior to ordination,
in cases where penance is imposed, as well as during pilgrimages and other
similar instances.

Chambeésy, 16 October 2015
T Metropolitan Emmanuel of France, Chairman
T Archbishop Sergios of Good Hope

T Metropolitan Damaskinos
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T Metropolitan Isychios of Capitolias
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(K.E.K.) xai 10 Zupfovhov Exxinoudv Méong Avatoric (X.E.M.A.). Tadta
uetd tot ILE.E. mTAnoolv onuavtikiv Arootolv S TV Teowbnoty Tiig Evot)-
T0G 10U XELOTLOVIXOD ®OOUOoV. Al *OpB0d0EoL "Exxinoion Tewoylog xai Bouh-
yoptog dmexmonoav ¢x 1od [ayxroouiov Zupufoviiov ExxAnoidv, 1 uev moomm)
ev €ter 1997, 1) 0¢ devtépa v €ter 1998, g €xovoat Wdlav aUTdY YVmunv megl
10U £€pyov 100 [Taryroouiov Xvufoviiov "Exxdnoudv zot oUtem O&V CUUIETE OV
€lg TOg VT’ Tl %ol TOV GAAWY dLayOLOTLOVIXADY OQYAVIOUMY dQAOTNOLOTITAC.

17. Ai ’O00d0EoL nata tomovs "Exxnotai-uéhn tot ILE.E., petéyouvv why-
WS %Ol L00TIHMS €V TM 0QYaviou® tot [Mayroouiov Xvufoviiov "Exxinoidv
7oL oVuBarAovy 0L OAV TV €L TV ALAOECLY OTAY PECMV EIC TV UOQTUQLOV
TS AAnBelag nol TV TEoaywyny Tiig £vomrtog v Xototavdv. ‘H *OpBddoEog
"Exxnota dmedéyn mpobiume v dmogaoty tod ILE.E. va dviamoxudi gic
10 altua Thg ept ovotaoews Ewdixic "Emtporntic du thv ’Op00d0E0v oupje-
oV eig 10 IL.E.E., cupupmvog mog TV EVIoOMV Tiis AtopfodoEov Xuvovtoe-
g T Oeooarovixng (1998). Ta Vmo tiig Eidwxiic "Emtporntiic »abiepmbévia
2OLTNOLOL, T OTTOTOL TTROETAON OO VTTO TMV "OB0dOEMVY %ail £YEVOVTO deXTO VITO
10U IL.E.E., ®dynoav eig tv ovotaotv ths Movipov "Emtpomnijc Zuvepyaoiag
%ol LUVovEoemg, Emexvpminoay xai Evetaynooav eic 10 Kataotatxov xat eig
tov Kavoviouov Aettovpyiag 1ot I1.E.E.

18. ‘H *0p0080E0¢ "Exxhnoio moth eig v éxxAnololoyiov autic, €ig TV
TOUTOTNTO. THG €0mTEQWrilc avTiic doufic »ai eig v dwdaoxrahav Tig
aoyatag Exxinolag 1dv émta Otwovuevir®dv Zuvodwv, CUUUETEXOVOT €V T)
opyaviop® 1od IL.E.E., 0000Ang dmodéyetar v idéav T «loottog TV ‘Ouo-
Loyudvy xat ovdohwg dvvatar va deybi) v Evomra tiic Exxlnotog d¢ tiva
dropohoyaxiv mpooaguoyny. "Ev td mvevpom tovt, 1) €vomg 1) 6mola dvaln-
tetran v 1@ ILE.E. 8&v vvarar vix elvarl Toidv pOvov 0£0Moyr®dy ouueovidy,
GALGL zOL THS €V TOlG LVoTnELoLS THEOVEVNS *al Brovuewns &v Tf) 'OeB0d0Em
"ExxAnoiq £vottog g mlotems.

19. Al "Op00600EoL "Exxinoion uéln Bempoiv ig dmagaitntov 0Qov Tiig
ovupetoyis eig 10 I1.E.E 10 dpBpov-faoy 1ot Kataotamxod atol, Ouugovng
0 6mot, péhn adtod duvavtal vo etval pdvov ai "Exxdnotar zol ai ‘Opoioyi-

325



Xyéoeig tiic "OpB080Eov Exxinoiag

®EoAoria 1/2016

at, ab avayvopitovoat Tov Kvguov Tnootv Xouotov g Oeov xol Zmtijoa ®atd
106 Toagag xai duoroyotoor tov €v Towadt Oedv, Tatépa, Yiov xat “Ayiov
[Mvetua xata 1o Lopfohov Nixaias-Kwvotaviivounorewms. "Eyovv 8¢ fabeiay
™V memolbnowy 01t al éxxhnoloroywal motmodéoels Tiig Anlwoewg ToU
Toronto (1950), tithogogovuévns «'H "Exxhnotia, ot "Exxinoton xai 1o oyxo-
owov Zupupoviov Exxhnot@dv» eivol xepoiatddovg onuaoiog du v "0po-
doEov ovppetoyny eig T Zuupovlov. “Obev, avtovontov, ot 10 TL.E.E. dev
glvon ®ol &v o0dgLd TEQUTTOEL EmiToémeTal Vi xotaoT)) Vmé- Exxhnoio.
«Znomoc 1od Hayroouiov Zupfoviiov ExxAnoi@v O£V eivou var Stamooryuatey-
eTaL EVOOELS HETOEY TOV "ExxAnowdv, 6mep dUvartan v yivy povov umo v "Ex-
rMoLdv, Evepyovodmv E§ idlag mowtofoviiag, arAa va péon tog "Exxinotag eig
Cdoav Emagny mEog GAMAAC xal VO TEOayyn TV HEAETNV ROl OUTHTNOLY TV
Inmudrwv Tig xotottavikiic évomrog» (Anhwols tod Toronto, § 2).

20. Al mpoomtixal TV Beoroyrdv dtohdymv thg *OpB0doEov "Exxlnoiog
ueTd TV GAwv xowotavik@v "Exxinowdv xat ‘Ouoloyidv mpoodiopilovon
TAVTOTE £TTL TH) PAOEL TOV ROVOVIXDV XOLUTNOLOV THS 710N dlaoemuéwng Exnhn-
olaoTric Taadooemg (ravoveg 7 tiig B rai 95 mg IevOéxrmg Oixovuevindv
oUvVodWV).

21. 'H *0p00600Eo¢ "Exxinoio émbuuel v évioyvowy tod €pyov tiig "Emt-
toomilg «ITiotg no TaEig» xa uet’ IOLouTEQOL EVOLaPEQOVTOS TORAXOMOVOET
™V uEYOL T000e Beoroyriy ot TEOOoPoEAY. "Extiud Betirvds T VT aTig
exndoBévra Beoloywma relpeva, T omovdaig cuvepyiq xal 6pB0d0EwV Be0rd-
YV, T0. 67T0t0L Atotehotv aELoloyov Pijua eig v Oixovuevinnv Kivnouy duo myv
neoogyyow 1@V "Exxlnoudv. "Ev tovtows 1 "Op8080Eoc "ExxAnoio duotnoet
EmpUAGEELS O10L ®EPAAoL®ON TNTNUOTa TOTEMS %ol TAEEWC.

22. 'H *0p00d80E0¢ "Exxhnoio Bemeel xatadiraotény tidoov SLiomaoy Tig
gvomrog Tijc Exxhnoiag, 0o dtopwv 1 ouddwv, £l mopaosL TENoEmS 1
df|0ev mpoaomioemg tig yvnolag ‘Opbodoiac. ‘Q¢ naptueet 1) 6An Lo tig 'Op-
B0d0Eov "Exxinoiag, 1 dtatonois tig yvnotag 608000Eov miotems draopali-
Cetaw wovov Ot Tol ouvodrol oVOTHUATOC, TO OmtotoV avéxabev €v i) 'Exxn-
olg ametéhel TOV AOUOBLOV ROl ECYOTOV RQLTNV TTEQL TMV BEUdTMV TOTEWG.

23. ‘H *0p00600E0¢ "ExxAnoio €xeL 2OLvnVy TV OUVELONOLV TTEQL THS AVALYXOLL-
0NTog ToU Sl ELOTLOVIXOT BEOMOYLXOT OLOAAOYOU, SLO KOl XQLVEL ALVOLYROTOV VO
oVvodEUNTOL OVTOE TTAVTOTE BITO THS £V TG ®OOUM WoETVELAS St TEGEEMY GoL-
Palog XOTOVONOEMS ROl CYOTNG, 0L OTTOTaL EXPEALOVY TV «AVEXAAANTOV Y0L-
oav» 1ol Evayyehiov (A Iletp. 1, 8), dwonhelopéwng maong meagems mooon-
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Mtiopod 1) dhng mpoxdntiriic Eévepyeiag OuoroyLaxod avtaywviouod. Ymo 1o
nvedpa avto, | "0p00d0Eog Exxlnoio Oewpel onpuavinov dmmg 6lot ot xot-
OTLOVOL, EUTTVEOUEVOL VIO TOV KOOV Beuemddv ay®dv T mloTemg UMV,
npoomadnomuey vo dmomuev elg T dxavOmdn meofiuata, S T@V OTOlWV
TEOXOAEL MUAC O OVYYQEOVOS %OOWOS, uiov OLomedBupov xai GAnAéyyvov
amaviowy, Paotlouévny eig o Wdavirov mpotumov o0 v XQuotd xauvod
avBowmov.

24. ‘H *0p00680&0¢ "Exxnoia €yel ouveldnotv 100 yeyovotog, Ot 1) ®kivnolg
TROG ATTORATAOTOOLY THS EVOTNTOS TMV XOLOTLOVAY AUBAVEL VEAS LOQQAS, TVaL
AvTamox LB €l TOG VEUS OUVONRAGS ROl AVTLUETOTTLO TAC VEAS TOORMOELS TOD
ovyy6vou xdouov. Eivar dmapaimrog 1] ouvéylolg Tiic paptvptag tic "*Opbo-
d0Eov "Exnhnotog €ig TOvV dionuévov yoLotlovinov ®oouov mt i) Paoet Tijg
ATOOTOMXAS TOQRAOOOEMS KAl TOTEWMS TG,

Agoduebo 6mmg ol YoLoTiavol EQYacB®OLY Ao ®owvol, MOoTe VO Ao £y yUg
N uéoa, xad’ v 6 Kvplog Ba éxmhnomon thv éAntida 1dv "OpB000Ewv "Exxin-
oLV #al «yevioetal pia motpvn, eig wouv» (lw. 10, 16).

Touretv, 15 "'Oxtopoiov 2015

T 0 Iepyapov Toavwg, Ipdedpog
T 0 Kaijc "EAntidog Zépylog
T Mntpomohtng Aauaoxrnvog
(Harouayeiov Avtioyetog)
T 6 Kamrwhadog Hovylog
T 6 Bohorohauox Thapiov
T 6 Mavpopovviov zat Iapabaraocoiog
ApgLhoyLog
T 0 Twpyropiotiov Nigpwv
T 6 Bapwng Toavwng
T 6 Zovxrdid »at Toatiol Tepdiowpog
T 6 Magov Tewpylog
T 0 Ieplotepiov Xpuoootouog
T 6 Lienaritos Tewpyrog
1 6 Koputodc Tmavvng
T 0 Muyahoproe Temoyrog
T 0 ‘EApetiog Tepeuiag, Toouuateig
el thig [Tpomapaoxeviic e Ayiag xai Meyding Zuvodov
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5" PAN-ORTHODOX PRE-CONCILIAR CONFERENCE

Relations of the Orthodox Church

with the Rest of the Christian World
DECISION

1. The Orthodox Church, as the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, in
her profound ecclesiastical conscience, firmly believes that she maintains a
central place in matters pertaining to the promotion of unity among Chris-
tians in the contemporary world.

2. For the Orthodox Church, Church unity is grounded on the establishment of
the Church by the Lord Jesus Christ, and also on communion in the Holy
Trinity and sacramental communion. This unity is experienced in the Church
to this day and made manifest through apostolic succession and the patristic
tradition. It is the mission and duty of the Orthodox Church to transmit and
preach the truth in its fullness as present in the Holy Bible and Holy Tradi-
tion. This mission is what bestows upon the Church her universal quality.

3. The Orthodox Church’s ecumenical mission and her responsibility to pre-
serve unity were articulated by the Ecumenical Councils, which stressed the
indissoluble link between true faith and the sacramental communion.

4. The Orthodox Church, which unceasingly prays “for the union of all”, has al-
ways cultivated dialogue with those estranged from her, both far and near.
The Church has led the way in recent efforts to restore unity between those
who believe in Christ, and she has participated in the Ecumenical Movement
since its commencement, contributing to its formation and further develop-
ment. Thus, the Orthodox Church, because of the ecumenical and philan-
thropic spirit which distinguishes her, and in accordance with the divine dis-
pensation that all men may be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth
(1 Tim 2:4), has always advocated for the restoration of Christian unity.
Therefore, Orthodoxy’s participation in the movement to restore unity be-
tween Christians does not contradict the nature and history of the Orthodox
Church, but rather represents a consistent expression of the apostolic faith
and tradition in a new historical context.
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5. The ongoing bilateral theological dialogues of the Orthodox Church and her
participation in the Ecumenical Movement are based on her ecumenical
conscience and spirit to reclaim the lost unity of Christians on the basis of
the faith and tradition of the ancient Church of the Seven Ecumenical
Councils.

6. According to the Church’s ontological nature, her unity can never be shat-
tered. The Orthodox Church acknowledges the historical existence of other
Christian Churches and Confessions that are not in communion with her and
believes that her affiliation with them should be based on a speedy and ob-
jective elucidation of all ecclesiological topics, most especially their general
teachings on sacraments, grace, priesthood, and apostolic succession. Ac-
cordingly, for theological and pastoral reasons, Orthodoxy has viewed dia-
logue with various Christian Churches and Confessions, as well her partici-
pation, in general, in the present-day Ecumenical Movement in a favorable
manner. She is hopeful that through dialogue she will bear dynamic witness
to the fullness of Christ’s truth and to her spiritual treasures to those who are
separated from her. Her objective purpose, therefore, is to tread upon the
path that leads to unity.

7. In spite of the deep crisis in the Ecumenical Movement, every local Holy Or-
thodox Church today takes an active part in official theological dialogues;
moreover, most of the Churches participate in the work of various national,
regional, and international inter-Christian organizations. Such diverse un-
dertakings by the Orthodox Church spring from a sense of responsibility and
from a conviction that mutual understanding, cooperation, and common ef-
forts to reconstitute Christian unity are of fundamental importance if we
wish never to hinder the gospel of Christ (1 Cor 9:12).

8. Certainly, while the Orthodox Church dialogues with other Christians, she
does not underestimate challenges present in this endeavor; however, she re-
sponds to these challenges on her journey toward a common understanding
of the tradition of the ancient Church with hope that the Holy Spirit, Who
holds together the whole institution of the Church, (Sticheron at Vespers of
Pentecost), will complete that which is lacking (Ordination Prayer). In this
regard, the Orthodox Church, in her relations with the rest of the Christian
world, relies not only on the human efforts of those involved in dialogue, but
especially on the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the grace of God, Who
prayed that...all may be one (Jn 17:21).
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Current bilateral theological dialogues, announced by the Pan-Orthodox
Conferences, express the unanimous decision of all holy local Orthodox
Churches. Therefore, these Churches have a duty actively and consistently
to promote this work in an effort to avoid diminishing the unanimous wit-
ness of Orthodoxy to the glory of the Triune God. In the event that a cer-
tain local Church does not wish to assign a representative to a particular di-
alogue or one of its sessions, the dialogue still continues if this decision is
not pan-Orthodox. Prior to the start of a dialogue or each session, the Or-
thodox Committee of the dialogue ought to discuss the absence of the local
Church as an expression of the harmony and unity of the Orthodox Church.
The problems arising during theological discussions within Joint Theologi-
cal Commissions are not always sufficient grounds for any local Orthodox
Church unilaterally to recall its representatives or definitively withdraw
from the dialogue. As a general rule, the withdrawal of a Church from a
particular dialogue should be avoided; in those instances when this occurs,
inter-Orthodox efforts to reestablish representational fullness in the Ortho-
dox Theological Commission of the dialogue in question should be initiat-
ed. Should one or more Orthodox Churches refuse to take part in the ses-
sions of the Joint Theological Commission of a particular dialogue, citing
serious ecclesiological, canonical, pastoral, or ethical reasons, this/these
Church(es) shall notify the Ecumenical Patriarch and all the Orthodox
Churches in writing, in accordance with pan-Orthodox practice. Regarding
possible courses of action, during a pan-Orthodox meeting the Ecumenical
Patriarch shall seek to create a consensus among the Orthodox Churches,
which shall —if they deem necessary- reevaluate the progress of the theolog-
ical dialogue in question.

The process of engaging in theological dialogue attempts to overcome tra-
ditional theological differences, reveal possible new disagreements, and
identify common principles of the Christian faith. This process requires that
the entire Church is kept informed of the dialogue’s progress. In the event
that it is impossible to overcome a specific theological difference, theologi-
cal dialogue may continue, recording the identified difference and bringing
it to the attention of all the local Orthodox Churches for their considera-
tion.

It is clear that the complete restoration of unity in true faith and love is the
goal of theological dialogue. However, theological and ecclesiological dif-
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ferences reveal a certain hierarchy of the challenges lying in the way of
meeting this pan-Orthodox objective. The manifold problems of any bilat-
eral dialogue call for the methodology to be applied in diverse ways, but not
for divergence in purpose since all dialogues pursue a common goal.

To this end, efforts should be made to coordinate the work of the different
Inter-Orthodox Theological Committees, bearing in mind that the indissol-
uble ontological unity of the Orthodox Church must also be revealed and
manifested in this area of dialogue.

The end of an official theological dialogue occurs with the completion of
the relevant work of the Joint Theological Commission. This then requires
the Chairman of the Inter-Orthodox Commission to submit a report to the
Ecumenical Patriarch, who, with the consent of the Primates of the local
Orthodox Churches, declares the conclusion of the dialogue. A dialogue is
not considered complete before it is proclaimed thus by pan-Orthodox de-
cision.

Upon the successful conclusion of the work of a theological dialogue, the
restoration of ecclesiastical communion may be announced following a
unanimous pan-Orthodox decision by all local Orthodox Churches.

One of the principal bodies in the history of the Ecumenical Movement is
the World Council of Churches (WCC). Certain Orthodox Churches were
among the Council’s founding members; later, all the local Orthodox
Churches became members. The WCC is a structured inter-Christian body,
despite the fact that it does not include all Christian Churches and Confes-
sions. At the same time, there are other inter-Christian organizations and
regional bodies, such as the Conference of European Churches and the
Middle East Council of Churches. These, along with the WCC, fulfill an im-
portant mission by promoting the unity of the Christian world. The Ortho-
dox Churches of Georgia and Bulgaria withdrew from the WCC: the former
in 1997, and the latter in 1998. They have their own particular opinion on
the work of the World Council of Churches and, hence, do not participate
in its activities and those of other inter-Christian organizations.

The local Orthodox Church-members participate fully and equally in the
WCC, contributing to the witness and promotion of unity among Christians
by all means available. The Orthodox Church readily accepted the WCC’s
decision to respond to her request concerning the establishment of the Spe-
cial Commission on Orthodox Participation in the World Council of
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Churches, which was mandated by the Inter-Orthodox Conference held in
Thessaloniki in 1998. The established criteria of the Special Commission,
proposed by the Orthodox and accepted by the WCC, led to the formation
of the Permanent Committee on Consensus and Collaboration. The criteria
were approved and included in the Constitution and Rules of the World
Council of Churches.

Faithful to her ecclesiology, to the identity of her internal structure, and to
the teaching of the ancient Church of the Seven Ecumenical Councils, the
Orthodox Church’s participation in the WCC does not signify that she ac-
cepts the notion of the “equality of Confessions”, nor that she understands
Church unity as an inter-confessional compromise. In this spirit, the unity
that is sought within the WCC cannot simply be the product of theological
agreement, but must also be founded on the unified faith, which is sacra-
mentally preserved and lived in the Orthodox Church.

The Orthodox Church-members believe that participation in the WCC
must be grounded in the principle article of its Constitution, which affords
membership only to those Churches and Confessions that recognize the
Lord Jesus Christ as God and Savior —according to the Scriptures— and con-
fess the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — according to the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. It is their deep conviction that the eccle-
siological presuppositions of the 1950 Toronto Statement, On the Church,
the Churches and the World Council of Churches, are of paramount impor-
tance for Orthodox participation in the Council. It is therefore clear that the
WCC does not by any means constitute a “super-Church”. The purpose of
the World Council of Churches is not to negotiate unions between Church-
es, which can only be done by the Churches themselves acting on their own
initiative, but to bring Churches into living contact with each other and to
promote the study and discussion of the issues of Church unity (Toronto
Statement, § 3.2).

The prospects for conducting theological dialogues between the Orthodox
Church and other Christian Churches and Confessions shall always be de-
rived from the canonical criteria of established Church Tradition (Canon 7
of the Second Ecumenical Council and Canon 95 of the Quinisext Ecumeni-
cal Council).

The Orthodox Church wishes to support the work of the Commission on
Faith and Order and follows its theological contribution with particular in-
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terest to this day. It views favorably the Commission’s theological docu-
ments, which were developed with significant participation of Orthodox
theologians and represent a praiseworthy step in the Ecumenical Move-
ment for the rapprochement of the Churches. Nonetheless, the Orthodox
Church maintains reservations concerning principal issues of faith and or-
der.

The Orthodox Church considers all efforts to break the unity of the Church,
undertaken by individuals or groups under the pretext of maintaining or de-
fending true Orthodoxy, as being worthy of condemnation. As evidenced
throughout the life of the Orthodox Church, only conciliarity —always the
suitable and final judge in matters of faith in the Church- can preserve the
authentic Orthodox faith.

The Orthodox Church has a common awareness of the necessity for con-
ducting inter-Christian theological dialogue. It therefore believes that dia-
logue should always be accompanied by witness to the world through acts
expressing mutual understanding and love, which convey the ineffable joy of
the Gospel (1 Pt 1:8). However, it rejects all forms of proselytism and every
offensive act of inter-confessional competition. In this spirit, the Orthodox
Church deems it important for all Christians, inspired by common funda-
mental principles of our faith, to offer a generous and charitable response
to the difficult challenges posed today by the world, and to base this re-
sponse on the ideal of humankind renewed in Christ.

The Orthodox Church is aware that the movement to restore Christian uni-
ty assumes new forms in order to respond to new circumstances and address
new challenges of today’s world. The continued witness of the Orthodox
Church to the divided Christian world on the basis of the apostolic tradition
and faith is imperative.

We pray that all Christians may work together so that the day may soon
come when the Lord will fulfill the hope of the Orthodox Churches for one
fold and one shepherd (Jn 10:16).

Chambesy, October 15, 2015
f Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Chairman
1 Archbishop Sergios of Good Hope

T Metropolitan Damaskinos
(Patriarchate of Antioch)
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T Metropolitan Isychios of Capitolias
T Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk
T Metropolitan Amfilohije of Montenegro and the Littoral
1 Honorable Metropolitan Nifon of Targoviste
f Metropolitan John of Varna and Veliki Preslav
T Metropolitan Gerasimos of Zoukdidi and Tsaissi
f Metropolitan George of Paphos
T Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Peristeri
 Bishop George of Siemiatycze
T Metropolitan John of Kor¢é

1 Archbishop George of Michalovce and Kosice

T Metropolitan Jeremiah of Switzerland,
Secretary for the Preparation
of the Holy and Great Council
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